Great Commission Northwest


All of these quotations (except a certain special one) are from the book,  

The Quotable Dad, edited by Nick and Tony Lyons.  These are the best I read from this smaller book.
“I can run the country or control Alice (his daughter).   I can’t do both.”






- Theodore Roosevelt

 “The simplest toy, one which even the youngest child can operate, is called a grandparent.”



- Sam Levenson

“My father gave me the greatest gift anyone could give another person.  He believed in me.”


- Jim Valvano

“You don’t raise heroes, you raise sons.  And if you treat them like sons, they’ll turn out to be heroes, even if it’s just in your own eyes.”



- Walter M. Schirra, Sr.

“. . . when my son looks up at me and breaks into his wonderful toothless smile, my eyes fill up and I know that having him is the best thing I will ever do.”






- Dan Greenberg


“There are times when parenthood seems nothing but feeding the mouth that 

bites you.”



- Peter De Vries


“The most important thing a father can do for his children is to love their mother.”






- Theodore Hesburgh


“Ideally they should give you a couple of “practice kids,” before you have any for real.  Sort of like bowling a few frames for free before you start keeping score.  Let you warm up.”



- Paul Reiser, Couplehood


“I grew up thinking my parents knew everything. I’m sure they didn’t, but at least they were smart enough to fake it.  I don’t even know how to do that yet.”






- Paul Reiser, Couplehood


“A girl’s father is the first man in her life, and probably the most influential.”






- David Jeremiah


“Daughters, I think, are always easier for fathers. I don’t know why.”






- William Plummer


“I didn’t have to do much, if anything, to rate a hug from one of my girls.”






- Geoffrey Norman


“A boy by the age of three years, senses that his destiny is to be a man, so he watches his father particularly – his interests, manner, speech, pleasures, his attitude towards work . . .”


- Michael B. Rothenberg


“My father would have enjoyed what you have so generously said of me – and my mother would have believed it.”
- Lyndon B. Johnson


“There must always be a struggle between a father and son, while one aims at power and the other at independence.”      
- Samuel Johnson


“I distrust any man who claims to have had a continuous friendship with his father.  How did he get from 14 to 26?”  
- Verlyn Klinkenborg 



“My father didn’t tell me how to live; he lived, and let me watch him do it”






- Clarence Kelland


“Manual labor to my father was not only good and decent for its own sake but, as he was given to saying, ‘It straightens out one’s thoughts.’”






- Mary Ellen Chase


“Moss Hart . . . once announced that in dealing with his children he kept one thing in mind: ‘We’re bigger than they are, and it’s our house.’”






- Jean Kerr, Please Don’t Eat the Daisies

“Parents should sit tall in the saddle and look upon their troops with a noble and benevolent and extremely nearsighted gaze.”







- Garrison Keillor


“You’re not a man until your father says you’re a man.”






- Burt Reynolds


“Mind you, don’t go looking for fights, but if you find yourself in one, make damn sure you win.”


- Clyde Morrison, to his son John Wayne


“Dad often said, “A man that doesn’t pick up a penny that’s laying on the ground, won’t ever amount to much.”  
- Rick Anderson


“It’s not easy to face the mortality of our dads, of those we have elevated in our hearts and minds, over the course of our lives.  It is not easy to learn that most difficult of lessons that teaches that parents aren’t perfect.  They are just perfect to you.”






- Tim Cavanaugh


“I expect I must, in part, have developed my notion of character from watching my father struggle against the mesquite.”
- Larry McMurtry


“We are given children to test us and make us more spiritual.”






- George F. Will


“How children survive being brought up amazes me.”







- Malcolm S. Forbes


“Like any father, I have moments when I wonder if I belong to the children or they belong to me.”



- Bob Hope


“Unfortunately, children don’t come already trained, and whether we like it 

or not, they will sometimes develop habits and attitudes which we need to train them 

out of.”




- Ian Grant


“Reasoning with a child is fine, if you can reach the child’s reason without destroying your own.”



- John Mason Brown


“Fatherhood has been known to transform even the toughest and most resilient into a quivering mass.”


- Marcus Jacob Goldman


“A king, realizing his incompetence, can either delegate or abdicate his duties.  A father can do neither.”



- Marlene Dietrich


“The lone father is not a strong father.  Fathering is a difficult and perilous journey and is done well with the help of other men.”







- John L. Hart


“Raising children is part joy and part guerrilla warfare.”







- Ed Asner 


“One father is more than a hundred schoolmasters.”







- George Herbert


“I talk and talk and talk, and I haven’t taught people in fifty years what my father taught by example in one week.”

- Mario Cuomo


“Nothing I have ever done has given me more joys and rewards than being a father to my five.”



- Bill Cosby

