Great Commission Northwest

Which of the Two?


But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, “Son, go work today in the vineyard.”  And he answered and said, “I will, sir”; and he did not go. 

 And he came to the second and said the same thing. But he answered and said, 

“I will not”; yet he afterward regretted it and went. 

Which of the two did the will of his father?

 - Matthew 21: 29-30

A while back a fellow dad came up to me and asked, “Rick, how do I know if I have my boy’s heart?”  He was probably thinking about the Proverb.  The one where we might tell our offspring, “Give me your heart, my son.”  


And whether we actually tell our children this or not, we are always wondering - Do we have their heart?


It is an honest, anxious kind of question.  Often we might be a little haunted to think about this proverb.  Because we wonder.  

As our kids get older, and as we begin to let them go, we sure hope we had their heart - at least at some point.  And we sure fervently pray as they leave - that God has it now.


So what is our answer to, “Do we have their hearts?”  How do we begin to determine this kind of thing? 


Matthew 21 needs to be our baseline.


In most of our homes there is a whole lot of religion going on.  Kids go to church with us.  Kids go to Sunday School class.  Kids go to youth group.  We usually pray in our homes.  There are Bibles all over the place.  They go to Christian conferences. 


But who has their heart?                        


Jesus links a true heart with obedience, here in this chapter.  Sometimes it might even be a slow kind of obedience, but is there obedience, none-the-less?  Sometimes they might grumble.  Well, of course!  But our Lord looks at the bottom line.  

None of us live in a perfect world, where we always respond correctly, but we always need to be looking for this baseline of whether they are doing what we have said.

Whether they are seven or seventeen years old, whether they give us attitude or not - did they do what we asked of them?  

This is the first and last criteria that matters.  

“ Which of the two did the will of his father? ”
 - Matthew 21:30


The dad asked me, “How do I know if I have his heart, Rick?”  


I answered, “Does he do what you ask him to do?”


He responded, “Well, not always that cheerfully.  Sometimes there is a whole lot of bad attitude.”


So I asked him again, “Does he do what you ask him to do?”


He answered, “Well, yes.”


“Then brother, be thankful!  He does what you ask.  Look, we don’t live in some kind of perfect situation. A t.v. family comedy.  This is real, brother.  Just make sure you keep getting a real response and one that (maybe grudgingly) yields to your wishes.”  

Often parents don’t really look at their kid’s obedience.  Instead they are bent out of shape over their teen’s flesh and weaknesses and appearances.  And not as concerned about bottom line obedience.  

Take heart.  Your boy obeys you, dad.  Be encouraged!


This kind of obedience will only happen when we have planted our words and our will - deeply in their hearts.  


A while back I was talking to my college freshman.  Three months earlier he had gone off to college for the first time.  And I missed him.  


But I saw him on a Saturday afternoon, deep in November, for just about one hour, in a town two states away.  We were sitting on the bleachers, and he had just finished competing.  


And he turned to me and out of the blue said, “Dad, you know you haunt me.  Your words haunt me.”


I said, “What do you mean?”


He said, “No, it’s a good haunt. I think about everything you ever said to me.  Over and over.  I remember all the things you told me.  Dad - thanks.”  

I was encouraged.  But I am especially encouraged that there is a strong level of obedience in his life.  

And because of his work, I know I have his heart.        









- Rick Whitney


