Great Commission Northwest
Walt's Own Heart


"He has made everything appropriate (beautiful) in its time. . ."










- Eccl 3:11


In the Bible the Scriptures state, that at some point in all of our futures, the sons will replace the fathers.  Sons grow up and step forward to serve God, right alongside their dads and then, Lord willing, they will go far beyond us.  


Many years ago, one of the first dads to join up with our new church in Gainesville, Florida, was a dear man named Walt Nemecek.  And Walt had a little boy who had just come out of chemotherapy for the treatment of his leukemia.  The boy was almost totally bald because of it, with only a few wisps of blond hair.  He was a sight at that time, even though he was very cute.  And we were, of course, concerned for him and for the family.

Many years went by.  I had not seen Walt's boy for a long, long time, but then I had the chance to be with him at a prayer meeting in the Southeast.  That boy is now over twenty-five years of age.  He is married and has children of his own.  He is taller than I am and has teamed up with another good man to plant a new church.  And he now has a full head of dark hair and I told him that he is the only guy I know of, who has gained hair as the years have gone by.


I kept thinking of his dad as I prayed with the son.  "In place of the fathers shall be your sons."  I am sure that Walt is very proud of his grown boy.  


I remember the big heart Walt has always shown.  I have not had the opportunity to work with his son, but if he has now planted a church this year - then he too must have his father's big heart.  He’ll need his father’s heart.

I remember Walt's openness and genuineness as I prayed with his boy.  Walt is 

a ‘hale and hearty’  kind of guy and a truly friendly man.  He is a comfortable man to be around.  So too, his boy.  An easy smile, a friendly countenance.  Just like his dad.
Our sons and daughters are critical to our happiness.  And they represent our future happiness.  


Every parent that I have ever met, desires that their children go on in the faith.  We are incredibly happy when we know that they have embraced our Christian faith, with all their heart and their whole life. 
 
But I believe that the only way this can be accomplished is through the careful cultivation of our own hearts - as fathers.  

Kids can read our hearts.  Our children know us.  We can not guide them, where we have not gone.  We can not give them, what we do not have.  
Maybe the first half of that favorite verse should read, "I will give you my heart first, now give me your heart, my son." 

Walt Nemecek's heart can be read by all, as they listen to his son Vashi.  Walt's love for people is now a part of his boy's way-of-life.  
And Walt's heart can now be seen through two witnesses.  



- Rick Whitney
