Great Commission Northwest

Two and Four-legged  Sheep


“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”  - Psalm 23:1.


“He also chose David His servant, And took him from the sheep-folds;” 







 
  - Psalm 78:70


“I am the good Shepherd, the good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 







  
  - John 10:11.


Off and on, for many years, I have raised almost every farm and ranch animal there is. 

From horses to cattle, hogs and chickens - we have enjoyed them all.  I.have seen more calves born, than I will ever remember, but of all the species, I love sheep the best, the very best. 


And you can learn a lot from a sheep, believe it or not. My father, grandfather and on back, through many generations our family has raised good quality Suffolk, Shropshire and Hampshire sheep.


Several years ago my dad and I were sitting in a barn and sharing lessons we have each been taught from these fine animals. Four-legged sheep (as opposed to the two-legged Biblical kind) have taught us many valuable lessons that we have applied to life in our spiritual family.  


After reading several books written by Christians on the topic of raising sheep, I usually just smile.   Most of what is written, I have never experienced. 


But I do know a few basic things about a farm flock.  

In the Bible there are over 280 direct references to sheep and many re1ated passages and almost three-quarters of these passages are figurative, not literal.  In other words, the Lord has used this topic of sheep and raising sheep, hundreds and hundreds of times to teach us through the analogy, many spiritual lessons. 

So whether you care much about the creatures or not, there is a lot we can learn from the topic of sheep and the way God uses them to often teach us.  

Remember, David was taken from sheepfolds to shepherd Israel after he had learned these same kind of principles and probably many others. (Ps. 78:70-72)

So here are a few of the simpler lessons we can all apply from the world of the Ovine.

1. You never see a sheep alone. If it is alone, it is usually either sick or dead. This is always true.

Our application is simple. We Christian sheep need to remember that we are the sheep (plural) of His pasture and that we should not be alone. If a Christian is habitually on his own and not close to other sheep, he is in some way or fashion spiritually sick.

2.  And on this same point, a sheep, a lamb, a ewe, or a ram, always knows what the sheep of his own flock sound like, look like. Really they do. They well know what each other truly, 

sounds like. But they can only get to know up to about 50 voices. If the flock gets much bigger, it always tends to break into sub-units. They know a few close friends in their flock and what they sound like, but get confused if the numbers jump to hundreds and thousands. 

Big flocks, here out West, are always bleating until you let them spread out, congregate and group up into smaller flocks. Then things quiet down. I think the application here is obvious. We get a little lost in a big crowd and need those few, good, relationships to be happy.

3. But sheep always respond to another sheep’s voice if his choice is between a ewe’s “baa” 

and a pig’s “grunt.”  They know what another sheep sounds like. Haven’t you also been in a new work or school situation and were pretty sure that that person sitting next to you was really a fellow sheep?  And you were right?

4.  Sheep also know their Master’s voice. Our 4-H projects know and respond to our family’s voices, because we are the ones who takes primary care of them. They aren’t confused by anyone else’s, because we are the ones that feed them. 

Application:  We know our Lord’s voice and need not fear the voice of another.  A few years ago everybody was concerned about cults and that the various cults would hurt us.  But they didn’t. “I know my own and my own know Me.”   Even as a young believer I could tell that 

something didn’t sound quite right, if I bumped into a member of some cult that did not believe in Jesus Christ.  I didn’t know much, but I could always tell that they knew less and were flawed in a very crucial way – they didn’t know my Savior.

Do You Enjoy His Voice?
     “And the sheep follow Him, because they know His voice…”        -John 10:4

     It was the last day of our county fair. 

     The junior market lamb show was over and we were all packing up to go home. At the end of every fair there is a lamb sale. The 4-H lamb projects that we had spent the summer working with, are all sold. It was about sundown and I was leaning on the top rail of the pen that held all these hundreds of lambs that had just been sold and my dad and I were talking with several other fathers of kids who had just sold lambs. They were asking us what some of our management practices were and if I had any tips on raising a blue ribbon lamb.  So I started sharing a few things that we did as a family, to get our lamb projects ready for the fair. 
There were over a hundred lambs all milling around, kind of confused, mostly all bleating and my kids had about five lambs mixed in that big pen. As my dad and I talked to those other dads, I noticed something that warmed my heart.

     After I had been talking about five or ten minutes, out of all those crazy, mixed-up sheep, our own lambs separated themselves and were standing right beside us, on the inside of the pen, listening to my voice. There was “Tulip” and “Tango” and “Walker” and “Buzz” and “Rox”, all just standing there, right below us, listening.

     Sheep can get scared. And they can get scared fairly easily. And being put in a large, unknown pen with over one hundred “strangers” must have been a little unsettling.  There were also many adults and kids all around that sheep barn and large sale pen, and most all of them were talking over the tumult.  Lots of noise.

     But our five lambs had heard my voice, recognized it, and were content to just listen to the sound of it.  It quieted their “souls”, so to speak.

     I was amazed to see, once again, that sheep know their master’s voice. 

     Christian “sheep” also know their Master’s voice. Or at least they should. 
     Do we seek out His voice? Do we enjoy listening to Him? Do His words comfort us? 

     Today, let’s try to be at least as smart as a four-legged, 130 pound, five month old, junior market lamb.

5.  Sheep are usually quiet. If they are noisy, something is wrong.  They are either hungry or frightened or something is up. A happy flock is content and quiet. How can this be applied?

Well, in our information-driven, high-speed communication-soaked society, in our advertising

saturated world - we may get a little rattled ourself.  

But a happy believer is not necessarily always talking and caught up in the din. We tend to assume so, but just because we talk a lot, doesn’t mean we are saying much or learning much.  Or really experiencing contentment.  There has to be room to be quiet. You may be fine just, “being still and knowing that He is God.” 

6.  Sheep are trusting creatures. They will respond over and over to the same direction. If you 

lead them into a barn or a pen to work on them, they will follow, over and over, even if they 

were not comfortable going through previous shots, trimming hoofs, etc. They don’t become cynical or hardened. This probably proves that a ewe and her lamb are really just kind of dumb. 

However our Lord exalts this trusting spirit.  He tells us to pursue this childlike spirit of trusting, even if we have been a Christian for many decades. I think He commands this because it is so easy to become jaded, calloused, and disbelieving. 

7.  Sheep are more easily led, rather than driven. You can drive them, but usually one or a few of them will always try to break away. However, if you lead them, every single one will follow, every single time.  

My kids are still learning this. They always want to act like cowboys and drive the sheep. When I mention that it is always easier to lead them, Mandy will respond, “But Dad, that’s so easy.”   It is easier, and it is also the better way to go about the church’s business. 

Leaders need to lead by example and walk before. Sheep will follow.

8.  When is a sheep the weakest? When it is a newborn lamb.  That is when it is the most 

vulnerable. But if you introduce him to another sheep, (usually his mama), and get a little 

milk into him, he will be able to take on whatever life throws at him. 

     A newborn Christian is also vulnerable.  They need to be introduced to other christians, 

their flock - quickly - for security, protection and so that they can find out how to behave like 

sheep.  They also need to get a little Bible into them. With a lamb it is only 2 ounces at a time, but round the clock, they long for milk. And so they nurse every hour.   With a believer, it is also best to give them the milk of the word in small amounts, but those small amounts need to come all the time. 

9.  When is a sheep the smartest? When it gets older. As they gets older, they get wiser. The older the ewe, the smarter she is. An old ram or ewe is often given a bell for its neck. If the bell is gently tinkling everything is fine.  But if there is a lot of clanging going on with the older sheep, and they are upset, you better check on the flock. Maybe a dog is in their pen. 

I listen to the believers that have been a believer for many years. They get wise. God teaches them and can use the many years of walking in fellowship, to put His lessons into each of their lives.

10.What does it mean “to shepherd?” Literally it means “to put to pasture”.  To let the flock graze and eat.  A shepherd doesn’t go around force-feeding his charges.  He lets the sheep feed themselves. The good shepherd just makes sure there is plenty of feed and water available. Some of us could take note of this important difference.

     My Dad and I came up with around twenty or so points that we have gleaned from our flocks.  But I told him that no one would want to listen to that many.    









Keep pressing,  Rick Whitney

