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"And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart;  and you shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.”







   - Deuteronomy 6:6-7

Dear Dads,

At times, a father will ask me, “Just tell me straight, Rick.  What exactly do you insist on, when it comes to your own teens?  What are some practical habits that you always go back to, while training your sons and daughters?”  

Well, here goes.  There are only three things that I insist upon, when it comes to both my daughter’s and my son’s - growth and progress in the faith.  

And all three of these habits help to “position” my teens.  First, ‘positioned’  before God.  Second, ‘positioned’  between their God and their friends.  And third, ‘positioned’ alongside other believers as their servant.  

If we want to make sure that every single student keeps his head on straight and stays focused all through their high school years, then there are just three action points that need to 

be "nailed down! "  (in my opinion.) 



If we get these three things accomplished, if these become habits, they form a pretty good platform of assurance, that our teens will turn out well.  And although we do not always hit a home run in our home, these are the three habits that we are striving for.

I have never yet seen a family build these three traits into their children and fail with those same teens.  They always work, at least they seem to.


Number one. I insist that my children journal every day.  

Not just read their Bible.  But are they writing something down at the end of their reading?   This ‘positions’ them before their God. Saying that they are reading is not enough. 

They need to be writing. And writing every day.  Writing helps insure that they are actually hearing. (at least it gets them a lot closer to hearing their Savior.)   

This is very important.  



Number two. I insist that my children pray every day for their lost friends.  

Every one of them carries a 3 x 5 in their Bible, that lists three friends that God has put on their heart, that they might pray for them every day, that they might be saved.  And they have done this throughout their high school careers.  This ‘positions’ them between their God and their friends. Which is just how God wants them to see themselves in the mirror every morning.  As they make those countless daily choices in life.  "Standing in the gap." 
This is very important.

Number three.  I insist that my children come to serve other believers every week.

 That they go to church and that they go to their youth group, whether they feel like it or not, to serve and to help!  To contribute, to work, to see others succeed.  To make the time better.    The only conversation we have ever had, both before and after church and before and after teen group, during all these years is, “How did things go?  How did we help? How did we make it better?”   This ‘positions’ them before their fellow Christians, as their servant.

This is very important.

With these three action points, I have tried to build discipline and obedience into their lives.  
1.  I insist that they respond to God by writing down what they think God is trying 

to say to them.  

2.  I insist that they look upon themselves as “princes among thieves” and always be 

aware that they are here to win souls.  

3.  I insist that they look on fellow Christians as their betters and that they look on 

themselves as the servant.  

Writing and journaling can be hard, and especially it seems hard for boys.  Well, it is our job to make them do the things their flesh doesn’t want to do.  Sometimes they would rather just “fit in” and not be on a mission.  Well, that’s why we are here for them, as dads.  Sometimes they would rather not go to youth group.  Sometimes church is boring.   We can’t let this or their response, dictate our behavior as dads.  We need to step in at this very moment and train them.  

Our flesh doesn’t always like certain duties, either.

When a dad says, “My boy doesn’t like to write.  My boy likes to hang with his ‘buds’.  

My boy is tired and bored with church.”  My gut-felt reaction is, “Remember, dad, it is not our role to adapt to the wishes of our children, but to conform them to the wishes of our God.”
* Teach them to write!  English teachers insist upon this and get it – most every week.  Stick with it, Dad. Keep encouraging our kids, even when we don’t always bat 1.000.   

* Teach them to look on others as lost sheep!  Prayer does this by training their heart.

* Teach them to not be proud, but a servant of the church.  We wouldn’t let them stay home, just because they are bored with Algebra.  

And when we place them in church, (whether they want to be there or not) we are 

really putting them in front of God’s Spirit.  Who knows what God might do?!  Our Lord is 

often  a “Holy Spirit Freight Train,” and can break through to a heart.

· The Old Testament writer said, “Here am I, Lord !”   The writer was in the right ‘position’, he had the right mind-set before His God.

· And in the New Testament, “Have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.” This also is the right ‘position’.  Our kids need to daily realize they are between their friends and God.  This gives our teens the right mind-set.

· And the Bible goes on to say, "So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, 'We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.’”   This too is the right ‘position’, the right mind-set before our God and His people.  We are only servants.  Never judges.   

I would invite you to quiz my three teens, still at home.  They would be happy to show you their journals, share who they are praying for, and I guess the church would be the best group to inquire, as to their servant’s heart.  

Anyway, God bless you, men. If there is any thing I can ever do to serve you, your faith or your family, just let me know.       

I remain your servant.

           

Keep pressing, Rick Whitney 



