Great Commission Northwest

The Way that you Choose


“Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve.”  - Joshua 24:15


I love Westerns.  
And, by the grace of God, I have successfully instilled that same love for good western movies into not only all of my children, but also my wife, bless her heart.

John Wayne is the best!  The Cowboys, Chisum, and The Sons of Katie Elder are a few of our all-time favorites.  

Included in this short list is another classic, with Robert Redford in the lead in the movie-  Jeremiah Johnson.  

Those of you that enjoy westerns may even remember the music from this movie. 

There is a lyric that goes something like this, “The way that you wander, is the way that you choose.  The day that you tarry, is the day that you lose.”

Our life is made up of choices.  They come at us almost hourly. I’m glad it’s like that.  

Making choices is a big part of the thrill of living.
I don’t hold much to a ‘nambsy-pambsy’, ‘wishy-washy’, attitude towards whatever life throws at you.  

Because life doesn’t really throw anything at us.  

It is God who is doing the pitching, and what He likes to throw are ‘choices’.  

I have heard Christians say, “Well, whatever will be, will be. God is in charge.”  

They say this in an almost fatalistic tone, kinda like a doormat.  You know the attitude.


What will really be is what we choose.  

The way that we wander is the way that we choose.  When we stop choosing, when we tarry-we lose. 

Keep walking and keep choosing, brother.  We need to embrace each day and all the choices it represents and eagerly look forward to the choosing.


Today we are instructed to choose whom we will serve.  This verse is a classic.  

It has a timeless strength and resonates to us as it speaks to us, down through the many centuries.  

But to benefit from it, we have only twenty four hours to use it – Today!  Joshua did not say, “Tomorrow, choose whom you will serve.”


Praise God that it is in our “Todays’”, that we can serve Him.  

                  “But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

Everything that happens to us, He has seen coming.  And He watches over us like a kind and stern coach.  He is training and building us as men, as husbands, as fathers.  

We must all choose, we as well as our households.  For our family’s salvation. 


That song I mentioned kind of sticks in my mind at times.  

Too bad I can’t sing it to you through this written page.  But the thoughts and instruction are here for your benefit, and your building up in your faith, as these thoughts have been an encouragement to me.

Keep pressing, brother.    Rick Whitney
