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Dear Dads,


“The more involved a father is in instructing and leading his own kids in his home, the more likely he is to be effective at doing the same thing with other youth, in 

a weekly, church, teen Bible study,” so says Craig McClanahan, a father and effectcive youth worker in our church in Ames, Iowa, Stonebrook Community Church.  

I agree with Craig.  And if fathers are winning at home, they surely need to be sharing their wisdom with other dads, as well as their church’s youth.  


Craig is a father and works with dads and youth there in Ames.  They have found quite a few men who are able to teach, especially when we give these guys a few good tools to help.  

If we are hoping to “light some fires and kick some tires”  in the hearts of our dads to be more involved in the spiritual instruction of our youth, then we had better equip them.  

Remember, our dads are volunteers who have fulltime jobs apart from youth work.  If we are going to encourage dads to teach, then we ought to provide these kinds of good, practical helps and youth curriculums.  

Do you catch yourself scrambling to find the time to prepare quality teen Bible study lessons?  But every week we need a good lesson, a teaching that will keep their interest and one that is on the mark.  

With this in mind, we have polled a few of our churches and come up with several, proven resources that have already been used here in the Northwest.


They vary in length.  Some of these Bible studies can be finished in a few weeks, some take much longer.  All of this material is self-explanatory.  

But just one tip. . .   

At a minimum, every week, we need to prepare a one-page, lesson sheet, to hand out to every youth that is there.  

Seldom will teens remember to bring their materials and what with new visitors, etc., it is usually best to have a one-page, Bible study handout available every time you come together for encouragement.  

The following books and materials have been used and well received.  Look over the list and maybe some of these helps will strike a chord with you.

Keep pressing,  Rick

Here are a few tools that have been used successfully in our churches.  Are there others that you would recommend?

1.  Beginning in Christ, Growing in Christ, Maturing in Christ  by G.C.A.C.  

Eleven weeks worth, but there is a lot of material and these lessons are often

divided up into many, more weeks.

2.  Five Crucial Questions about Christianity  by Tom Short.


Five weeks.  Excellent material.

3.  “Experiencing God” the youth workbook. 


Nine to ten weeks worth of material, or more.  An outstanding study, perhaps one 

of the best out there. 

4.  Stomping Out the Darkness the youth version of Victory Over Darkness 

by Neil Anderson.  Good material.

5.  “FACE” by Hank Hannegraff.  A good and readable study on the subject of 


evolution and creation.  

6.  What If Jesus Had Never Been Born by D. James Kennedy.


An outstanding study on the effect of Christ and his followers on history and the 

incredible positive effects of Christianity on all of mankind.

7.  The Outreach Class  redone by Bill Young.  A new C.D. is now available to help


liven up your weekly Bible study.  Excellent quality.

8.  Becoming a Contagious Christian  (youth edition) video curriculum by


Willow Creek.  Based on the popular Christian bestseller.

9.  Serendipity New Testament for Groups.  Invest in a few cases of this New Testament 

portion. (or the whole Bible) Both are in soft cover.  Either way, most every chapter has a ready-made lesson with an opening ice-breaker, study questions and an application portion at the end.  Phone: 1-800-525-9563.

10.  How To Find God…Living Water for those who Thirst.  This is a new believers 

New Testament (soft cover) put out by Tyndale House and is filled with excellent 

Bible studies and lessons, ready-made, found throughout.  Again, several cases of 

this Testament would not cost that much.  Phone:  1-800-778-8865.

11.  The Choice by Craig Miller.  A small ‘beginning in Christ’ kind of booklet on 

salvation, repentance, obedience, growth, etc.  About five weeks worth of 

material. A good resource.  Phone: 1-501-855-3433.

12.  Robert’s Rules of Order  original 1876 text by Major Henry M. Robert.  Completely 

revised by Darwin Patnode, Ph.D.  (actually, I’m just kidding on this title, though

it might help on some nights)

13.  Stonebrook Community Church  has developed about thirty Bible studies and 

they are available.  Craig McClanahan developed these lessons.  They have 

been updated and edited by other dads like Bob Hibbing.  Each study has a leader’s guide, booklet, and runs for 4 to 9 weeks each.  

14.  The Top Thirteen Questions about God   apologetics  by Group Publishing.


A very good resource.

15.  Walk the Talk  published by Youth Specialty.  The Des Moines youth have used


this resource – to good effect.  

16.   Learning to Walk with God  by Charlie Riggs.  This is published by the Billy 

Graham people.  Riggs was the director of follow-up for the evangelistic 

association.  “A valuable handbook for teaching small groups about basic 

Christian discipleship.”  - Lorne Sanny.  

Twelve chapters on assurance, walking in the spirit, witnessing, prayer, etc.

Most all of these Bible studies are good for all of your high school youth.  

Some of our churches have used more specialized studies aimed just at the older youth, just for the upper classmen.  

And there are many more choices available for these various subgroups of your high school audience. 

But the studies that have been listed here are for the whole.






Keep pressing,  Rick Whitney  

