Great Commission Northwest








Fall, 2005

Dear Dads, Parents, 

Encouraging our sons and daughters to attend strategic, Christian conferences, while they are still in High School, can accomplish amazing things!  Hearts will be deeply shaken.  Spirits can be corrected and energized.  Lives are often redirected – for the good. 
 Their choices can become incredibly focused and noble, as a result of attending a teen, youth conference.


But maybe the most important element is what goes on before they even go to the conference.  
How well have they prepared their hearts?  


So much of Christianity here in America is based on a consumer mind-set.  “What will I get out of it?  Will the conference touch me?  Will the music rock?”  


Instead the questions should be, “How have I prepared my heart?”  “What can I do to get ready and put myself in a position to hear from You, Lord?”


The following are excerpts, taken from ten weeks worth of letters, leading up to our annual HSLT Colorado.  We are attempting to help all of our youth prepare their hearts and discipline their minds to be able to receive from God.  For that matter we are also preparing our hearts, as the dads and moms and leaders.
Any of the tools and resources that we mention in these HSLT Updates, are available.  Just email me.

Here is the first week.  Then we cut and pasted a few more relevant paragraphs, taken from subsequent letters in the weeks that followed - leading up to this annual, mid-summer, life-changing conference. 







Keep pressing, Rick Whitney
Dear Dad, Mom, Pastor, Youth Worker,




I’m startin’ to get excited about this year’s Colorado HSLT 2005.  

And the main reason is because of the growing vision that I hear from so many dads, so many moms - for their own youth.  I thank the Lord that our whole Great Commission world has bought into “intergenerational discipleship” of our teenage sons and daughters.  Parents are imprinting this next generation and feeling an increasing sense of true responsibility and real joy.

A lot of us got involved in high school conferences many years ago, because we were intent on discipling our own sons and daughters.  And praise the Lord, there are now hundreds of men and women that share this same heart.  Each of us, desiring to win with our own “tribe” and God is helping.  

Probably the most exciting thing about HSLT is what is going on, not with the youth, but with the 150 + adults, that carve out a week and sacrifice, and come to 
Colorado to be involved in this whole process of “passing on our faith” to this next generation, many of which live in our own homes.  

The giver winds up being blessed the most.  Oftentimes, it is the parents that are probably as stoked as anyone could ever be.  We adults wind up being deeply refreshed and built up in our faith.  What an exciting challenge to pass on our understanding of what it means to be a New Testament Christian, to our sons and daughters.   

HSLT Colorado will not take on that “lone, stray, teen.”  I have probably told a dozen dads over this last year, from different parts all over the country, that, "No, sorry, partner, you can't send your daughter or son here.  But you may come and bring them and disciple them and find out just where your teen is at, in their walk with the Lord."
On that basis, men and women can join us.  And only on that basis will I accept church youth groups.  We need to involve dads and parents and we are doing this and winning and because of what is happening, I am very grateful.    

It has been a challenging journey, but every church in our movement now knows that we really won't win unless fathers and mothers are involved in this whole process.  

And every church in Great Commission is now committed to helping fathers and mothers disciple their own offspring.  
Intergenerational discipleship simply defined, means that we rely on allowing the two generations to interact and mix and specifically it means to provide a way for the adults to instruct their youth.  This is what we do.

Last year I read a book by Mark DeVries that supports this pattern, this plan.  This way of doing HSLT.  Here are a couple of excellent quotes from the book.
"We can find the primary cause of the current crisis in youth ministry in the ways that our culture and our churches have systematically isolated young people from the very relationships that are most likely to lead them to maturity.  Those relationships that are most needed are with mature adults." 
"The less capable the church is at programming, the more responsibility the youth and adults in the church will be required to take, and the more time they wind up spending together.  There are worse things a church can do for its teenagers than providing miserable programs for them - the worst is patently isolating them from Christian adults."   

At one point in DeVries book he shares from his own history as a youth worker and how he came to recognize that, no matter what his heart intent, his best youth were built by solid parents.  Here follows his example:
“I loved talking to Jay.  And why wouldn’t I?  It seemed as if every time we talked, he had something positive to say about my work as his youth director, now more than twenty years ago.  Jay always seemed to find his way to the heart of our youth ministry.  All through his junior high and high school years.  In fact, he even went on to join the youth ministry staff of the church at one point.  As I look at Jay now, as a husband and father, in his mid-thirties, I see a man who has, without question, grown into a pro-active Christian adult.  


A decade or so ago, I decided to check out some of my thinking about family- based youth ministry with Jay.  So I asked him, “How would you compare the impact your youth directors had on your Christian life with the impact your parents had?”

He said, “You guys were great and everything . . . . but honestly, I think if you had never been around, I would still be in the same place spiritually that I am today.  My parents had a huge impact on my relationship with Christ.”
It’s time for a reality check.”
You all are probably familiar with George Barna.  He is both a statistician and pollster on the state of Christianity in America.  

Kind of a “Gallup” for the church.  

And relentlessly Barna depresses.  Every time I read him, he is talking about the weaknesses and failings of the church in America.  Often he reports about the weaknesses in the moral fiber of our Christian, teenage youth, here in our country.  

As I said, he is relentlessly depressing.  

But do you remember that famous Dylan Thomas quote?  Just a couple phrases.  I know he is talking about death, but I also know that it speaks about a certain kind of spirit we must have.   
“Do not go gentle into that good night . . . 
      Rage, rage against the dying of the light.” 
It does not have to be as Barna paints it, with our own youth.

As Isaiah 54 concludes, it can be different with us. In fact, “it will not come near you.”  No matter how depressing the state of Christianity is in our American culture, we can shine like lights.  We can rage against the status quo.  

We not only are raging, but we are building and instructing and it will not come near us.  We will win.  

What a blessing to see God’s support and His help and how He is producing fruit, when adults actively instruct their youth.  

We really are raising a whole different caliber of youth.  Teens that are becoming “locked and loaded” in their faith.  Teens that are shaping their culture - not being shaped by it.  Teens that are winning.  And they are winning because their parents have jumped in with both feet.  

HSLT Colorado 2005, now for eight years, has been involved in helping our high school youth engage in “Basic Training.”  Learning how to deny ourselves and learning how to give control of our life over to our Savior.  God has helped us win, year after year, and many graduates now have gone on to become tremendous workers in college ministries and in churches as young working singles, and as young couples, across the region.

To God be the glory.  And this year promises to be no exception.  Like I said, I am starting to get kind of excited.  And I trust all of you parents are starting to pray and focus and get excited with me.  


Keep pressing, Rick Whitney

“Your children like olive plants around your table.  Behold, for thus shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord.” 


- Psalm 128:3
 * A lot of our plans have come together this week for HSLT Colorado 2005.  A lot of interest from across the West and Midwest.  It should be a great time.  Today is Friday, May 27, and time for another quick weekly update.


We have eight weeks to go!  Have you handed out the “Basic Training” cover letter and application form that we sent out last week, to all of your youth and all of the parents?  After your teens have prayed and filled out those app. letters, you will gather them up and keep them.  This is a simple exercise to let teens ask themselves, just why they are coming.  Don’t send them my way.  They are for your encouragement.


Many churches have begun fund-raising to help underwrite a portion of the cost of this conference.  Remember that HSLT is $230, but do not send any money my way.   

Instead gather up your checks, made out to your local church.  Then in July you will bring one church check that will pay for all of your registrants.  

Adults and youth.  Everyone is $230.  I hope that your teens are paying a significant portion of this conference.  They will value it much more.


Attached also are a few Scripture passages that we would encourage everyone to be memorizing here in the next eight weeks.  A big part of HSLT is when we train and prepare our hearts before the conference.  Not to be a Christian consumer, but instead to be a servant and a giver.  These Scriptures will help prepare our hearts.

Mark Darling has prayed and has just agreed to help out with our conference this year, and I am thrilled.  Every so often we invite our brother to share his heart, as a father, to all of our sons and daughters.  Mark’s involvement will be a blessing. 

I will write more later, but that’s enough for now.  Have a great Memorial Day weekend.  Guess what?  It is my wedding anniversary.  Neva and I have been married for 32 wonderful years.  Seven children raised.  What a tremendous gift she has been.

* Have you thought about identifying a spiritual goal, for your own church youth, leading up to and for this conference?

For instance, you might say, "We are praying that God will teach us more about ______________."  Decide and articulate it together as a group.

Or, "We are trusting that God will build a better spirit of _____________ into our lives." 

 
Not only to be taught in some area during the conference, but to be in prayer as a group leading up to HSLT Colorado.  

 
Simply identifying a specific spiritual goal, that the whole youth group wants to see progress in, can often be the first step in seeing real progress.  

 
In this week's update I have also included an example of a local church's commitment form that they have begun with their own youth.  

 
SVCC Mpact  is the name of the youth at our Fort Collins church.  Read it over.  It is only one page long, but is excellent and is an example of how we can help prepare hearts.  Feel free to retitle it for your own teens.  

"Commit your works to the Lord, and your plans will be established." 
                                                                                    - Proverbs 16:3

Please be in prayer, every week, that God would bless us, not only in our own lives, but that many would come to know Him when we share our faith during that week.  
    
* Happy Father's Day !   - To you dear dads out there.  May God bless you as men, as husbands, as fathers.  Our desire is that we would sharpen each other, strengthen each other for the challenge we all face.   

 
Our work is of critical importance.  You know it.  I know it.  The following quote was passed on to me.  It is by Paul Anderson, an educator.

 
"As a substitute for hundreds of youth, over the past thirteen years, I have yet to encounter a young person in difficulty whose trouble could not be traced to the lack of a strong father in his home."

 
Our work is indeed important and HSLT Colorado 2005 can be a good proving ground, a testing time, that can help build youth.  

I have two other excellent quotations for you, here with Father's Day straight ahead, and HSLT coming up next month.

 
"You don't have to deserve your mother's love.  You have to deserve your father's.  He's more particular."                            

- Robert Frost 

 
"Most American children suffer too much mother and too little father."

                                                                                  - Gloria Steinem

 
If you are looking for a little more "grist for the mill", I have attached a one page cover letter that will point you to a dozen good articles that might challenge your thinking. 

 
These articles, as well as many, many more, are all found on our web site.  

 http://www.gcnwdads.com/

 
Please remain in prayer, that God would bless and redeem this upcoming week.  That He would bless the instruction and that there would be growth.  

 
I am praying that disciples will be stretched and pushed and prodded and encouraged by the Spirit of God.


* This next week, all the pastors and leaders of this church movement are gathering for our annual pastors conference in central Missouri.  It promises to be a good time.

 
We will be looking at 2nd Timothy throughout the week.  I was encouraged by one group of nine men who are coming and who decided to prepare their hearts by memorizing all of 2nd Timothy. 

 
So much of what we get out of a conference is dependent on our attitude and heart preparation going in to it.  

 
How are your youth doing in memorizing those eight Scripture passages for HSLT Colorado 2005?  I trust we are praying  when we are meeting with our youth, that God would bless us and use us and increase our servant's attitude.  

 
If you are reading these weekly updates, I know you realize that each church group holds all the authority over the leadership and discipling of their youth.  And that is why I am so excited about all the generations that come together for HSLT Colorado.  

 
We have a little over 300 coming, but what I am really excited about is that they are coming from 21 distinct church youth groups.  There are relationships that are being formed in each of these high school groups and my prayer is that this conference will only help you continue to build up their hearts.    


I have two attachments in this email.  One is entitled, "Helpful Rules, Until We Can Rule Ourselves."  Please take a minute, down load it, print it off and talk it through with your leaders and youth.

 
And the second is an example of a church's "Spiritual Preparation" of their youth.  We have four weeks to go until HSLT.  


*As you fill up your four beds, I would encourage you to put at least one adult in each of those four bed suites.  We work together between adults and youths to disciple.  Let's not be shy about it.  


Here is a section from an excellent book that we have recommended and posted on our web site.  http://www.gcnwdads.com/   It might help you as you work on your housing assignments.  

 
"Granting our children the 'privilege of being left alone' has served, in part, to create a wholesale epidemic of adult neglect of our youth.  American parents spend less time with their children than do parents in any other country in the world, according to Harvard psychiatrist Armand Nicholi.   

    
'Hanging out' with friends or partying in an adult-free home has become the norm for adolescent social life.  In one such party a fight broke out between two kids from rival high schools.  In the process a high school boy was stabbed and subsequently died.  Reporters asked the parents who hosted the party, 'Where were you that evening.' 

    
Their answer offers a telling metaphor.  They said, 'We were upstairs. We just didn't want to get in the kids' way.'  When adults choose to stay out of the kids' way, the consequences can be fatal."  

 
Attached also is our HSLT Gospel Survey that we use in conjunction with the "Do You Know for Certain?" tract.  I will hand out surveys and tracts when we do a little role playing and training, but familiarize yourself with the survey, if you have not seen it.  

    And you might want to schedule a witnessing time in the next two weeks before you get in the van to come out here.  Many churches regularly go out with their youth and share their faith.  

 
Attached again is our schedule.  Remember that you will have an opportunity as a church to plan a free day (Friday).  To do a little sightseeing or whatever.  But the day is yours and you will have a sack lunch and we will all come back together for our evening meeting.

    
Then on Saturday we are hoping to find more teens off work and hanging out and we will spread out to different cities and share our faith.  Again, we will all carry sack lunches and meet back that night for our evening meeting.

 
Worship.  I am very thankful for the bands that are preparing and for the leadership we have for our music and worship.  
* Just a couple of thoughts for our worship time.  

    
It will be worship, a time to sing to God, and there will be prayer and there will be teaching from the Word - every time we get together.  Our musicians do not look on their service as a performance and they would not want us to think of our music as a rock concert event.  
    
I trust that we will sing (especially all the young men and leaders, who at times might be hesitant to sing) whole-heartedly, as unto the Lord.  When our worship leaders ask us to clap, I trust we will feel totally free in clapping and raising our hands.  

I have smiled at the old joke that a Christian might raise his hands, oh, about so high.  But a Charismatic raises his hands even higher.  And a Pentecostal raises his hands the highest.  

    
God help us to raise our hands the highest and sing our hearts out.  

 
But we will not be crowding down in front of the stage.  Our worship leaders will not ask you to, and I know we will follow their leadership.

If you have any questions, email me.  


All for now.  I remain your servant.  Keep pressing, Rick Whitney
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