Great Commission Northwest

Still a Learner? Brother?

“Therefore take care how you listen; for whoever has, to him shall more be given; and whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has, shall be taken away from him.”








- Luke 8:18


In John Wesley’s churches, the early Methodists had an unusual habit when they met together.  What they did seems ordinary today, but in those days it was very shocking to the clergy of England.  Whenever they met together for church services, and for Bible study, everyone brought a Bible and pen and paper. Whenever the Word was being taught the believers would jot down notes and verse references and quickly turn to the right page to read along in their Bible.  

This simple practice outraged most of the clergy in the Church of England.  They felt that it was not a respectable thing to do in church.  They told John Wesley that Christians should be quiet and listen and not be busy turning pages and writing down notes while in the “House of God.”  They wanted formality and order, but what they achieved was deadness.

Not so with the Methodists.  John encouraged active listening.  He knew that the simple habit of taking notes helps you to retain what you hear.  

Jesus said in Luke 18:20 to “Therefore, take care, how you listen.”  It is so easy to be passive in our listening and not work at it.  We often are not alert and exercising faith when we are listening, because we feel the responsibility is totally the speaker’s - to encourage us.  
But remember Luke 8 and the “Parable of the Soils.”  Growth and fruit depended totally on a receptive heart, not on the seed.  Our Lord emphasized this when He said that the heart that thirsts or hungers after instruction - will be happy and satisfied.


It is remarkable how much you have to know before you realize how little you know.  

As we grow up together in Christ and as the months roll by in our Christian lives, it is important to hang on to good, godly habits.  Note-taking is a good habit, something we must give our children.  
Pastor Steve Hogan is the best example I have ever seen.  He has said that, “If you can write it down, you probably have it in your head, and you then have a better chance of getting 
the truth into your heart.”  

Do not think that you have need of nothing.  Hold on to good habits.  Clear writers are clear thinkers.  Writing forces your mind to engage with what is being said.  As we grow and change, don’t throw out those simple actions and habits that can do so much good and have served us so well in the past.  

“A little thing is a little thing, but faithfulness in a little thing is a great thing.”








                      - Hudson Taylor

“Some “ruts” are good ruts.  The Oregon Trail and its ruts can be still seen today on the  plains of Nebraska. Those ruts carried thousands to a new life.  Note-taking and writing should not be a dead habit, an old rut, rather this kind of habit can build up our souls and spirits.  

May God deliver us from cold deadness, such as the clerics demonstrated in John Wesley’s day and may He also build in us a greater hunger for His Word, as those early Methodists demonstrated by their active note-taking.  







                     - Rick Whitney
