Great Commission Northwest

Smile, Dad! We’re Watching  
“Now no one after lighting a lamp covers it over with a container, or puts it under a bed; but he puts it on a lamp stand, in order that those who come in may see the light.”









- Luke 8:16


First of all, we need to be smiling.  

But what’s there to smile about?  

Do we have anything inside that wants to shine through?  I ask myself often, during busy times, whether I am enjoying myself, truly enjoying these days God has given me?  

Is there something good going on in my heart?  Does it want to get out?

Arthur Rubinstein said, “You cannot play the piano well, unless you are singing in your heart.”  Am I experiencing a joyful life, a singing, joyful heart, as a believing, Christian dad?  

If I am doing this, deep down in the middle of my soul, then I will be able to “play it well.”  I will live and display the Christian life more effectively before my people, my family.

I cannot remember the person who said, “God’s greatest Christians have always been the merriest-hearted,” - but I believe it!  You can’t communicate what you don’t have.  

Our message as fathers to our families must be faith-filled, joyful, and chock-full of light.  

Sometimes I think we imagine that our message as fathers should be one of doom and sacrifice.  And we then wonder why so few of them respond to it?  Or even want to be with us?

Our message must be infectiously positive, and Christ-centered, based around the One who has great and lasting answers, for this broken world.


And we first and always, must daily demonstrate that we know the One who “Has the whole world in His hands.” 

Remember we can’t live this life and please God unless we are singing in our hearts.  

Goodness, goodness, that is so true.

I must share another great quote, this one by Charles H. Spurgeon.  He focuses in on some of these same thoughts when he said, “I would not give much for your Christianity unless it can be seen.  Lamps do not talk, but they do shine.”   I wholeheartedly agree with Spurgeon.  

As we put even more emphasis upon our ‘shining,’ I am sure that our Lord will continue to increase our effect and testimony before our kids.  

It is so easy to be concerned with having the answers and knowing what to say, when more proper concern needs to be placed on the quality of life we are showing our families.  

Kids are attracted to light and a real life, shown by parents who are faith-filled.


Earlier this year I was studying out the word “witness” in the Bible.  One definition that caught my attention was, “to win a hearing.”   In other words, to witness means to live our lives in such a way that people (our kids) will listen to our message.

All we need to do is shine, and shine strong enough that we will win a hearing from them. 








Keep pressing,  Rick Whitney
