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“Salt Students” - Purpose, Plan and Standards
Our Purpose

Our student ministry exists to be “salt and light” in this world.  To reach 

other students (nonbelievers and believers) and connect them to God through our own relationship with God and our parents.

Our Plan / Our Method

These five parts to our plan deal with “all the bases.”  If we pay attention 

to all five of these areas, we will accomplish our shared purpose - as a team of committed, young Christians - to reach out to our world with the gospel.

1. Regular, father-led, weekly Bible study, prayer, and fellowship.

2. Organized and unorganized Outreach in our High Schools and with our friends.

3. Conferences, get-aways, over-nighters; where our hearts can be deeply challenged.

4. Mucho, mucho service and work.  Not just sitting around and hoping             

     
someone entertains us, but rolling up our sleeves!  

5. Leadership development of our upper-classmen.  

Our Standards / “Honoring One Another”
As we meet together and work our plan, the following standards will allow us to accomplish our purpose as a group of Christian teens and allow us to fulfill His will in our lives. 

1.  We will be careful in our physical affection.  No groping, or hanging on, members of the opposite sex, no prolonged “brotherly love” hugs, no smooching or sitting on each other’s laps, no backrubs, etc.

2.  No being alone in guy/girl situations.  Either on walks or in cars, etc.  We will get to know each other all together.

3.  No swearing, or crude language or coarse talk, jokes, etc.

4.  There is a dress code!  No see-through shirts, underwear revealed, jeans that reveal 

underwear, suggestive clothing, etc.

5.  No smoking, tobacco, obviously no drugs or alcohol, etc.

6.  Honor one another above yourself !
Prairie View Community Church

Here is a “Plan of Action” for our Teens at Prairie View. It reflects what we have been doing for several years. 
It has Five elements—

1. Regular Bible Study.  
A.  Dads will carry the bulk of the teaching.  Reflecting on the enclosed Daylights, we would suggest that several fathers of teens be called upon to teach at times.  These Dads could teach an individual night’s study or a short series.  It seems important to allow many fathers to be involved in the spiritual instruction of their sons or daughters.  
Dad’s need to be teaching, instructing and guiding.  And it would be good for our youth to be listening to their fathers in this context.  We need to be leading them, spiritually.  Just as some of us have taught Sunday School, I think that Dads need to also have an opportunity, if they want it, to be involved with their teens in this way.

B. When we meet, we would also encourage not only group prayer with all of the teens and discussion of that night’s lesson, but also a brief testimony from a teen.  Tuesday night could be a great place for every teen to have a chance to share how they came to know Christ.  Just one testimony a night.  Five minutes long, at the most.  
It would be good practice for all of our youth.  Every young man and woman needs to know how to share their testimony in a straight-forward way, stay on track and to be able to speak before their peers.  
2.  Organized and Unorganized Outreach.
We hope for at least three activities during every calendar school year. Activities designed as a place where our teens can bring their friends to a party or event and at that party there would be good food, good fellowship and the gospel would be shared!  We have had Snow-tubing, Cook-outs, Costume parties, Christmas parties, etc.
Here are three target outreach activities:
a.) a  October Saturday Night Cook-out.
b.) a  Christmas Saturday Night Party.

c.) a  March Saturday Night Party. (this party is held about a month before our 
Spring Teen Conference, a conference that is designed for us to be able to bring a lost friend to. )
Our teens must be involved in sharing their faith!  We need to provide places and events where they can bring their friends and speak up for their Lord, together.  Our teens cannot have a “Christian ghetto” mentality where they just hide out with their Christian friends.  I would stress these three outreach activities and to do them well!  
3.  Conferences.  
Getting away for conferences are critical in shaping the spirit of our youth.  Extended times away can really leave lasting spirit and soul impressions.  

With this in mind I would propose the following:

a.) a Friday Night Lock-In. Early in the school year (late August / early September) it could be very strategic to have a Friday Night Prayer Meeting for the fall term.  We would just do it locally for the Prairie View youth.  We could provide supper that night and then prayer and sharing and encouragement.  There would be some teaching, singing, worship, etc, but mainly a lot of prayer.  It could go till Midnight and then the boys and men would head to another house to sleep and the girls would stay where they are.  Then meet again for Breakfast and a brief time of prayer and wrap up and sharing the following morning.  
It would be cheap, local, easy to organize, and focused on prayer in light of the 
school year - dead ahead.. 
This is not an Out-reach conference. 
b.) Front Range Spring Teen Conference.  This conference is for our churches
youth, here along the Front Range and it is designed for our teens to be able to bring their lost friends to it.  It is somewhat local, still not too expensive and God has used it for many years to see a number of our son’s and daughter’s friends saved. Friends they have made during the school year.  We do it in the spring so that they can have almost a full school year to build their friendships and be able to bring their lost friends with them.  
This is an Out-reach conference.
c.) High School Leadership Training (HSLT).  This conference is almost a week long, and is designed for the serious High School Christian.  At this conference there is a lot of teaching and a lot of opportunity for our youth to be involved in sharing their faith.  It costs over $200 and represents a pretty significant commitment from each of our youth, especially when they go out sharing their faith. (cold turkey)  
This conference is designed for the committed high school Christian.
4. Service.
A hallmark of our church’s youth has been their willingness to jump in, roll up their sleeves and work. Without our teens and their service, we probably would not have a church.  We do not want to lose this aspect of a teen’s spiritual growth. Just as we have had many opportunities to serve over the years – we need to give our teens opportunity to genuinely roll up their sleeves in the service of the church.  In fact we want to increase it all the more. I don’t think it pleases the Lord, nor builds our youth, to treat them like 
“prima-donna’s.”  
“The thing that impresses me most about America, is the way parents obey their children.”  





-Duke of Windsor
“The best security I can give my children is an unquenchable thirst for hard work.”  





-anonymous 
Our teens need to continue to serve in our church.  Sunday morning set-up, tear-down, setting up chairs, showing hospitality to our church’s visitors (especially those teens that walk in the door with their parents), helping out with Nursery, Promise Land, performing musically with the worship team, etc.  God will bless them.  
Because of their service and good work habits and their lack of any kind of “cliqueishness”, we really don’t think our youth take a back seat to anyone.  They are exemplary.

“Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave--just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many."








-Matthew 20:26-28
“Neither intelligence nor talent is as valuable as the knack for hard work. Give your child this knack.”




-anonymous
5.  Leadership Development.  
Every year we always need to be re-grouping and looking to our upper classmen to set the pace.  Our Juniors and Seniors need this opportunity.  Just as previous high school graduates have been very involved in serving, coordinating and leading, so too, we need to ask the next group to “step-up to the plate.”  They need to be brought into teen ministry planning and they need to “own” their plans. 
But they also need to be guided.  Often there is a lot of energy and ideas, but very little follow through with teens.  They are often taught to brainstorm in high school, but they don’t always get a lot done.   They might get excited and want to do a lot, but very little gets accomplished without our guidance.  So we dads will work together with them.
 
We need to bring upper classmen together, present this overview, and have them fill-in-the-blanks.  
But I think A Plan like this with these five different elements, is important to give them as a model.  Otherwise their own plan, (on a blank sheet), could easily forget one of these five important functions.  
Summary.
Just to review—fathers, we can’t assume that our teens will turn out without our serious involvement. These five points deal with “all the bases.”
1. Regular Bible study and fellowship.


2. Outreach in their own world and field—their high school.

3. Conferences, get-away’s, where their heart can be deeply challenged.
4. Mucho, mucho service and work.  Not just sitting around and hoping             
     

someone entertains them. 
5. Leadership development of our upper-classmen.  
And here are two Daylights, that capture this example of a father led, church based, teen ministry model.  

Who has his Heart?

“My son, give me your heart and let your eyes keep to my ways…” 
- Proverbs 23:26

“Our mouth has spoken freely to you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide.  You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in your own affections.  Now in a like exchange-- I speak as to children-- open wide to us also.” 
–2 Cor. 6:11-13

    Have you ever asked yourself the question, “Do I really have the heart of      my daughter?  Do I really have the heart of my son?”  
I like the clarity of this Proverb, where the father simply asks, “Give me your heart.”  But what if we don’t have their heart?  Is there anything we can say or do, to warm up a relationship that for all outward appearances, might be drifting away?  
I think so. The key is revealed in Paul’s example, shown towards those believers in Corinth.  Before Paul asks for their heart—he reminds them that he has already given his heart away. And they knew it.
The following is a good example of a young man who appreciates his dad.  His father, a deacon in our church and a good man, has caught his son’s heart. Notice how Dad first did it;  

“As long as I can remember, my dad played basketball and encouraged me as well.  My first toy was a little basketball that squeaked, and I received my first hoop for my third Christmas.  Even at that age, my dad never just let me win.  In fact, I was never able to beat him until high school.  Because of this, I will never forget the moment I won.  It was on a running jump shot down the left side; it wasn’t pretty, but it went in. 

My dad has also greatly encouraged my interest in computers.  When I was little, we would literally spend hours playing computer games together.  Later he taught me how to install software, which let me serve my school.  When I was in eighth grade, he started his own computer business, where I have worked alongside him, ever since.”

But this Dad didn’t stop with the basketball and computers.  He took another critical step and got involved in the spiritual instruction of his son.  Tune in tomorrow.
Who has his Heart? –part 2

“In place of your fathers will be your sons; You shall make them princes             in all the earth.”  



- Psalms 45:16
Yesterday I let a young man, in his own words, share how much he appreciates his Dad.  Dad did a few things to capture the boy’s heart. Today I want to let him share probably the most critical thing this Dad did.  What was it?  He got involved in the spiritual instruction of his son.  He didn’t delegate this. He rolled up his sleeves and jumped right in.  
But I will let the boy write in his own words just what dear old Dad did.
“When I was a freshman, my dad helped start a teen Bible study for my friends.  It began with only five people, but now as many as thirty come on a weekly basis.  The Bible study has gotten me more involved in church and helped me develop many lasting friendships.  My dad has always been a great role model for me; but now that I am one of the oldest in the group, I have the opportunity to lead and be a role model for the younger kids.  I know my life would be different if my dad had not started the Bible study.


Writing this essay, I was, for the first time, disappointed with a length restriction.  Five hundred words are not nearly enough to describe the impact my dad has made on my life.  But until this essay, I had never really thought much about it.  I have the same interests, looks, voice, personality, and even the same sense of humor as my dad.  Some might say I’m “a chip off the old block,” but that’s fine with me.
Mark Twain once declared, “It is a wise child that knows its own father, and an unusual one that unreservedly approves of him.”  What kind of teenager considers an expression like “Chip off the old block” a compliment?  I do.  Because of my great admiration for my dad, he has had, and still does have, an incredible influence on almost every facet of my life.” 



Sincerely, Jon Martin

And I guess that’s all I have to say about that.  







