“When you speak of heaven let your face light up.  When you speak of hell, well, then your everyday face will do.” 
- Charles Spurgeon
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Blessed to Live Forever in God's New World              by Rick Whitney

Pray in groups of two or three.  And pray.
My prayer is that you will relax and smile as we think about our evening’s topic.  My prayer is that these verses and thoughts would wash right over your heart. Your response, my response, is simply to believe.  “This is the work of God, that you believe . . .” 

And please, don’t have a sense of entitlement when it comes to this subject.  Instead, only gratitude.  We are blessed to live forever in God’s New World. It is His gift to us.
Tonight I want to give you 5 Reasons on why you should take time and think about Heaven on a regular basis.

1.  We should think about Heaven, because God tells us to.    

“Keep seeking the things above . . .  Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.”   – seek and search carefully.  – Col. 3:1

Sometimes our world and culture stops, and thinks about the other side of death.  It stops and thinks about what’s up ahead.  Have you heard of the book  Heaven is for Real?  The four year old boy’s story, told by his dad? A bestseller. 
We don’t think much of heaven. Or what’s up ahead.  The next year is almost here. But we don’t give it much thought.  We don’t think much about the future.  We don’t think much about it, even if it’s our future.   Most of us don’t give a thought to next week.  
“Remember Phillip, you must die.”   - spoken to Phillip of Macedon

I want to show you how close eternity is.  How close the future is.  And how quickly a hundred years can pass.  In 4 minutes and in one song, I want to show you one life, a girl’s life - race by. 
Bev’s timeline.  83 years in four minutes.  
http://youtu.be/5Y7xn1hqUjQ
She is usually the shortest one in these photos.

First off, it needs to be said that a lot has been written in the Bible about what’s up ahead for us.  For each of us.  And God wants us to know some things about our future.  

Here’s one statement from our Lord Himself:

“In my Father’s House are many mansions.”   – John 14:2
Have you ever thought that maybe we can’t know much about Heaven? Or that it’s a waste of time, since we can’t comprehend all that He has in store for us?

Is this the verse you think of? :
“But just as it is written, Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man . . .” 
1 Cor. 2:9   But read the next verse . . . 

“For to us God revealed them through the Spirit. . .”   
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for . .  . for Abraham was looking for the city whose architect and builder is God . . . All these died in faith having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth . . . For those who say such things, make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own . . . But as it is, they desire a better country, that is a heavenly one. . . Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.”    

 – Heb. 11
One big part of our future heaven is a rebuilt earth.  A new earth.  A great earth.  God is not a loser. Not a quitter. Someday soon He is going to make this earth right.  
2.  We should think about Heaven because it does so much good for our heart, our soul, and our spirit.  

Our future in Heaven will amaze us.  And our future ruling here on this earth will complete and fulfill us.    

There are two aspects to our future in Heaven that I would like you to think about.  Both are taught and written about in the Bible.  And there are a lot of verses on both aspects.   

The first aspect is that we will go to, and see this new Heaven some day!  We really will. And so Keith Green, the late singer, song-writer once wrote:

“Hey man, this place is like livin’ in a garbage can compared to what’s going on up there!  You better believe it’s going to blow your mind!”

But the second aspect to our future is that we will rule back here on earth.  Because God isn’t a quitter.  He won’t leave this world broken.  He is going to fix it all.  And He is going to make this earth right.  

However, even now, in its broken state, it’s an amazing creation. 
“I don't know about you, but the more I think about the new heaven and the new earth, the more excited I get! It is incredible to think that one day soon we will not only experience the resurrection of our carcasses, but the renewal of the cosmos and the return of the Creator. We will literally have heaven on earth. Eden lost will become Eden restored and a whole lot more! Not only will we experience God's fellowship as Adam did, but we will see our Savior face to face. God incarnate will live in our midst. And we will never come to the end of exploring the infinite, inexhaustible I AM or the grandeur and glory of His incomparable creation.”

- Hank Hanegraaff 

Planet Earth: Amazing nature scenery

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6v2L2UGZJAM&feature=related
The New Earth that He will create for us will not be tame, don’t worry, because our God is not tame.  Our Lord is wild and our future promises incredible thrills.  And fulfillment.   

I like the first immediate post, right after this Youtube clip:

“OMG! Since when did this earth become so freaking epic!!”

Still, what are your thoughts on heaven?  On this future, rebuilt earth?  

Depressing? Endless tedium? Endless repetition?  Boring?  One long, endless church service?  An endless, sing-a-long? 
The Far Side cartoon, a guy sitting on a cloud with wings, looking a little bored, and the caption says, “Wish I had brought a magazine.”

“Most North American Christians have things so good right here in this world that they don’t really know what it is to long for heaven. God has blessed us with an abundance of earthly comforts – more than any prior generation in history. There is a danger that we become so comfortable in this life that we forget we are but strangers and pilgrims in this world. Like Abraham, we’re supposed to think of ourselves as vagabonds here on earth, looking for a city with eternal foundations, whose builder and maker is God …  I often meet Christians who live as if heaven would be an unwelcome intrusion into their busy schedule – an interruption of career goals or holiday plans.”

- John MacArthur
3.  We should think about Heaven, because God has planned much for us.
A. New Country.  

Hebrews 11:10-14  

B. New Bodies.  

1 Cor. 15:40-44

C. New Work.  

Revelation 22:3
D. New Rest.  


Revelation 14:13 

E. New Earth/New Heaven.  
2 Peter 3:13


“But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.”  - 2 Peter 3:13

4.  We should think about Heaven, because thinking about our future will help us walk more uprightly - here and now - on this earth.

“Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”    


 - 1 John 3:2,3
Have you ever heard, “He’s so heavenly minded, that he’s no earthly good.”?  

That’s not true.  Some of the greatest statesmen in many, many countries, greatest patriots, greatest reformers, greatest explorers, greatest scientists, greatest athletes – 
have all been very heavenly minded.
 “A continual looking forward to the eternal world is not a form of escapism or wishful thinking, but one of the things a Christian is meant to do.  It does not mean that we are to leave the present world as it is. If you read history, you will find that the Christians who did most for the present world were just those who thought most of the next.  
The apostles themselves, who set on foot the conversion of the Roman Empire, the great men who built up the Middle Ages, the English Evangelicals who abolished the Slave Trade, all left their mark on earth precisely because their minds were occupied with heaven.  

It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world, that they have become so ineffective in this.  Aim at Heaven, and you will get earth ‘thrown in.’  Aim at earth, and you will get neither.”     - C.S. Lewis

In 1952, young Florence Chadwick stepped into the waters of the Pacific Ocean off Catalina Island, determined to swim to the shore of mainland California.  She’d already been the first woman to swim the English Channel both ways. 

The weather was foggy and chilly; she could hardly see the boats accompanying her.  Still, she swam for 15 hours.  When she begged to be taken out of the water, her mother, in a boat alongside, told her that she was close, and that she could make it.  

Finally, physically and emotionally exhausted, she stopped swimming and was pulled out.  It wasn’t’ until she was on the boat that she discovered the shore was less than half a mile away.  At a news conference the next day she said, “All I could see was the fog.  I think if I could have seen the shore, I could have made it.” 

Do we have a clear understanding of heaven – or is it “foggy”? It makes a difference on how well we finish.

“To come to Thee is to come home from exile, to come to land out of the raging storm, to come to rest after hard labor, to come to the goal of my desire and the summit of my wishes.” 
- Charles Spurgeon  

“So teach us to number our days, that we may present to You a heart of wisdom.” 
 - Psalm 90:12
5.  We should think about Heaven, because it’s good, sound, economic sense.  
What we do Here - will affect There.  

“Resolved, to endeavor to obtain as much happiness in the next world, as I possibly can.” 

- Jonathan Edwards
“And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.”   - Matthew 10:42
 
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”   - Matthew 6:21

Randy Alcorn from his book    Heaven:  

“A pastor once confessed to him, that whenever he thinks about heaven, it makes him really depressed.

“Why,” Alcorn asked.

  He said, “I can’t stand the thought of that endless tedium.  To float around in the clouds, with nothing to do but strum a harp— it’s all so terribly boring.  Heaven doesn’t sound much better than Hell.”  
  “I’d rather be annihilated, than spend eternity in a place like that.” 

Why was this pastor so off? Because he wasn’t reading his Bible, and believing what it wrote. Instead he was swallowing the lies that our world and the devil offer up about Heaven.
Shame on us if we ever think like this again.   
Our future is not only secure, but, 

It’s amazing!  Truly awesome!  Truly rewarding!  
And it’s all gonna happen!  

I think you all know that I love country music.  And my sheep love country music.  At least I think so.  In my barn I have a radio tuned in to country 24-7.  

The other day I heard a familiar song by Brad Paisley.  If you don’t know Brad Paisley, you should.  And he was singing with Dolly Parton.  

The title was, “When I Get Where I’m Going.”  Here are part of his lyrics:

Yeah when I get where I'm going,

There'll be only happy tears.

I will shed the sins and struggles,

I have carried all these years.

And I'll leave my heart wide open,

I will love and have no fear.

Yeah when I get where I'm going,

Don't cry for me down here.

So much pain and so much darkness,

In this world we stumble through.

All these questions, I can't answer,

So much work to do.

But when I get where I'm going,

And I see my Maker's face.

I'll stand forever in the light,

Of His amazing grace.

 
“When you speak of heaven let your face light up.  When you speak of hell, well, then your everyday face will do.” 
- Charles Spurgeon
Let’s pray.  
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