Great Commission Northwest

Raising Your Kids Right

The “experts” will tell you all kinds of things, 

but here’s how to tell who’s right.

Enjoying the homefront usually boils down to a few basics- working through problems with your spouse, managing your finances, getting along with your relatives and raising your kids right.  However, raising our kids usually ranks at the top of parent’s lists. 
Why do kids seem to be so sweet and innocent or at least so much fun on the TV sitcoms,  and such terrors in real life— at the supermarket, for instance? How did Bill Cosby do it every week?

Just how do we go about the business of child-raising anyway? Does anyone really know what they’re doing when it comes to molding these new little members of the next generation? 

I have a large family, and my wife and children are my greatest source of joy on this earth. I know that my kids are well worth my best shot.

But before you give me your undivided attention, I’d like to make a quick point on how we parents should determine who to listen to, on the subject of raising children.

There are many authors and schools of thought on child-rearing. Thirty years ago, Dr. Benjamin Spock told all of America, “If you want to know how to raise your children, listen to my words.”

So, millions of Americans bought his books and raised their kids “according to Spock.” 

A whole generation of today’s leaders were raised by parents who were influenced by his ideas and theories.

Now, after millions of these kids have passed through adolescence and trooped off to college, Dr. Spock suddenly confessed, “I guess a lot of my assuptions were wrong.”

What? The child-raising “expert” for an entire generation guesses he was wrong? Nice 

of him to tell us, but the fact is, it’s too late. The damage has been done!

Whenever we hear anyone speaking on the topic of raising children—whether he’s a TV star or a respected author in a Parents’ magazine—we need to ask ourselves one question: Are they right or wrong in what they are sharing and is there proof or fruit to their theories? 

How do we determine whether he’s right or wrong, you ask? Obviously, we need some sort of standard or set of rules—one that we know always works—to evaluate the input we get on this crucial topic.

Is there such a thing, a standard or set of principles or line of thinking that always works, that all childraising theories can be stacked up against? 

If there is, it’s vital we know about it. After all, our children are priceless. We only go around once with our kids, and we can’t afford to spend their impressionable, life-shaping years experimenting.

I don’t want to tiptoe around this, so let me be frank. The standard or guideline that I base all of my childraising decisions on, is the Bible, specifically the book of Proverbs. 

For many centuries, in countless cultures and countries, among diverse peoples and languages, the instruction found in the book of Proverbs has been a guiding light to the successful personal and social development of millions of children. 

Countless great men and women of history are the product of its teaching. 

The Scriptures have been proven to work for almost 3,000 years.  Dr. Spock’s now-defunct theories were not proven over even one generation.  The fact is, we shouldn’t trust anyone’s advice in any area where the teaching differs from the Bible’s.

The Bible stresses two important dynamics that are sadly missing between parents and children in America today. Both are outlined repeatedly in Proverbs.  

The first is trust. That’s right- simple trust. Trust between a father and his son or between a mother and her daughter.

Proverbs instructs children with these words, “Give me your heart, my son.” And if we want our children’s hearts, we must first be willing to give our own heart to our children.

Trust is a two-way street. It takes time to develop. Have we given our children the time that’s necessary to build that trust? It isn’t just the quality of time we give them or the quantity, but both. We need to spend good time with our kids and lots of it. 
Ask yourself- do each of your children trust you? If not, why not?

One night quite a while back, my kids and I were playing hide-and-seek. Actually, it was a variation on the game. I was pretending I was a bear, and the kids were hiding upstairs.             

The house was pandemonium. When I’m prowling and growling and all of my kids are running and screaming and laughing, it gets to be a zoo pretty quickly. Usually, my wife retreats to one of the rooms downstairs, away from the thundering herd. 

Gracie, my 4-year-old, was hiding in the corner of her darkened room, quiet as a mouse. 

I crawled through her door on all fours and saw her hiding in the shadows with her eyes wide open and her hands over her mouth. 

I let out my best, bloodcurdling, growl. But, to my surprise, she just stood up, marched right over to me and threw her arms around my neck.

Apparently, she had had enough of the game.

“Weren’t you afraid, Gracie?” I asked her.

“No, silly,” she answered. “ You’re Daddy.” 

I hugged her back. It was a little thing, but it warmed my heart. She trusted Dad more than she was afraid of any ol’ bear in the dark. 

            
We can’t afford to spend our kids’ 

       
    impressionable  years “experimenting.”

Our children have given us their hearts, and it’s important for us to realize what an awesome responsibility that is. We need to remember how easy it is to crush their spirits and concentrate on carefully maintaining their trust. 

Their trusting attitude should drive us to strive even harder never to disappoint them.

Once we’ve built a foundation of trust and security for our children, the second dynamic we need to grapple with is developing consistent rules for them to live by. Just as an adult needs a “touchstone” for his life, a child needs to see clearly where the boundaries of his life are.

What I mean is this—a young child needs to know what is right and what is wrong and how to behave accordingly. Society will lay down guidelines for a child’s life, but we parents are the first “law-givers” a child deals with.

“No.” “Don’t touch.” “Don’t lie.” “Be gentle.”  These are just a few of the first rules a child needs to learn. As parents, we’re continually adding to these guidelines as our children grow up. And it’s only right for us to do this.

In fact, if we want our children to be healthy—physically, socially and emotionally—it’s our duty to establish some sense of order and structure in their lives.

Proverbs clearly states that “a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother.” 

If we are slack in giving our children guidelines and just let them “have their own way,” it will only bring us shame.

A few years ago, I was visiting in a home where the parents allowed their little son to literally do as he pleased. They’d put away all the breakables (including all the lamps) and had hidden all the dangerous items (including the kitchen knives) and given the little boy the run of the place. He acted like Son of King Kong. 

I’d heard other parents tell similar stories of quasi-legendary people they knew, but it wasn’t until I saw crayon marks on literally every wall in the house, that I finally believed that  someone would actually practice that type of child-raising theory.

I thought how short-sighted their philosophy was. Eventually –if not by the time he was five, at least by the time he was 20—the kid would need to learn not to color the walls. Sooner or later, if he hoped to function in society, he would need to learn some rules of behavior.

Parents, it is primarily our responsibility to provide rational boundaries for our children. The responsibility does not belong to our child, nor to his older brother or sister, or to his playmates. Nor does it belong to his grandmother or teacher or pastor or babysitter or the lady behind us in the grocery line. It doesn’t even belong to “society.” 

It belongs to good old Mom and Dad.

Of course, every parent will define these boundaries somewhat individually, but the standard of good conduct and character for children, that is outlined in Proverbs is an excellent starting point.

Honesty, diligence, faithfulness, a value for hard work—the book lays them all out in detail. If you want kids who are honest, who enjoy a job well done, who are courageous and have an open, cheerful spirit, then train them in the principles of Proverbs. It’s a short little book, but it’s jammed with practical how-to’s for you and I as parents.

I’d encourage you to discuss these two principles—the need for trust and the need for rules— together as parents. Then evaluate your own situation. 

Is there a warmth in your family? Is there order? God wants our families to have both and He’s told us how we can get there.

But, it’s up to us to read His words and find out! 
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