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 1.

Raising Godly Families

- Strong Families will Lead to Strong Churches -
For over twenty-five years, we have all been thankful to see how God has built and strengthened the many marriages and families found throughout this association of churches.  We have always felt that what God has taught us in this area was central to our understanding of God’s will for our lives.  Our shared beliefs on both marriage and children, are one of our Core Values and have helped establish us as a movement.    

In this paper I hope to remind us of five standards that we have sought to follow in our families.  Specifically, those standards that we have practiced and taught over the years that are critical to building healthy, outreach-minded, truly Christian families.  

Looking back over the last twenty-five years, we are proud of how rare divorce is in our movement.  In fact, it is hardly ever spoken of.  We are also very proud of the children and teens we are now raising up and releasing. 
Increasingly we are now involved as a movement of churches, in helping to serve broken families throughout our society.  My hope is that we will remember these distinctives, these standards, which have established our own marriages and families and have “brought us safely thus far,” and that we will proclaim these same core values on the family, to this very desperate and hungry world.    



     (The following are five beliefs that have marked our movement as relates 

        to our understanding of the family and how we “lift up” marriage, in the church. ) 

1.    Our commitment to obeying the Great Commission within our families, has safeguarded and strengthened them in foundational ways.  

We have understood that our marriages, children, and home life has served as a “base of operations”  for reaching out with the Gospel.  And just as a soldier who is active in fighting for God’s Kingdom enjoys His special protection and blessing, so too our marriages have enjoyed His blessing.  

We are probably not even fully aware of how our initial commitment to sharing the Gospel, and our continuing involvement in the Gospel, has sanctified our home life.   











      2.
“There is one who scatters, yet increases all the more, And there is one who withholds what is justly due, but it results only in want. The generous man will be prosperous, And he who waters will himself be watered.”
     - Prov. 11:24,25

“A Christian marriage. . . serves a threefold purpose:  to enrich 

      the lives of the man and woman, to create a family, and to further 
      the kingdom of God.”   


- Jack Roeda
Since our very beginning, we who are married have sought to obey the spirit of Paul’s encouragement when he wrote to the married Corinthians to act . . . “as though they were not.”  Marriage has always been held in honor among us, but never held as an excuse for not being involved in this great struggle of reaching our world with the Gospel.  

Sadly, almost every Christian book that has been written on the family over the last two decades, ignores this commitment to sharing the Gospel.  But we believe that this commitment is foundational to a healthy Christian marriage.  We have practiced, modeled and taught that - marriages and families need to be devoted to reaching out with the Good News - if our families ever hope to be biblically sound.  

While we have highly valued the importance of the Great Commission as a salting and energizing influence in our home life, we recognize that we have not yet arrived.  We have much still to learn.  
Nevertheless, the scripture sets a very high bar, “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.”  




- Matthew 10:37

2.    When we speak of a man’s family being devoted to the Great Commission, we are talking about active service and labor, not simply passive church attendance.     

A.  By this we mean, that a man’s wife and children are alongside him 

as “fellow workers.”  

“But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.”
- Acts 18:26
B.  By this we mean, that a pastor’s wife is proud to be involved in this “noble struggle” and his children are proud to be called, “preachers kids. ” 

“Let our sons in their youth be as grown-up plants, And our daughters as corner pillars fashioned as for a palace.”

- Psalms 144:12











      3.
C.  By this we mean, that while it is good to attend church, it is even better for a pastor’s family to be involved in “laying down ” our lives by serving the church and laboring in the Gospel.  


"For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's shall save it.”

 - Mark 8:35
(While not presently popular in our culture, the following is a 

central tenet in our understanding of Christian marriage.)
3.    We are committed to men leading in their families and women submitting to their husband’s leadership.   

“Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.  But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her;  that He might sanctify her. . .”     

- Eph. 5:22-26

“If Christ’s love for the Church is to be the model for marriage, then 

this much both partners can learn: You have to put up with a lot, and you have 

to cherish a lot.”



- George McCauley


This core belief continues to dismay our society.  The world does not understand that both men and women have equal standing in the eyes of the Lord, yet different roles.  

But we will continue to teach this vital truth for the sake of order in our homes and to model Christian servant / leadership and Christian submission to a lost and needy world.  

“The problems of America are the problems our families are facing - multiplied a million-fold.”


 - Dwight D. Eisenhower


Even pagan, ancient Rome recognized that men need to lead out in their families.  Yet they crumbled as a society when they gave up on this family order.

“The most important feature of those families was the authority of the father.  It would be difficult to over-estimate the influence they had upon the history and destiny of Rome, but . . . the stern face of the traditional father had faded out by the second century A.D.  Instead we see on every hand the flabby face of the son of the house, the eternal spoiled child of society, who has grown accustomed to luxury and lost all sense of discipline. . . 
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. . . also many women evaded the duty of maternity for fear of losing their looks and many were not content to live their lives by their husband’s side.”
  






- from Daily Life in Ancient Rome
4.    When we evaluate a man, we look first at the soundness of his marriage and family, before evaluating his ministry skills or other credentials.    


 “It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do.  An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, uncontentious, free from the love of money.   He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?); and not a new convert, lest he become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil.  And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he may not fall into reproach and the snare of 

the devil.”





 - 1 Timothy 3:1-7  NAS

     “He must manage his own family well, with children who respect and obey him.”








 - in the NLT






“For this reason I left you in Crete, that you might set in order what remains, and appoint elders in every city as I directed you, namely, if any man be above reproach, the husband of one wife, having children who believe, not accused of dissipation or rebellion.  For the overseer must be above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self-controlled,  holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.”       
- Titus 1:5-9  NAS

“An elder must be well thought of for his good life. He must be faithful to his wife, and his children must be believers who are not wild or rebellious. An elder must live a blameless life because he is God's minister.”


-  in the NLT

Since Scripture tells us that a man’s family is the central “proving ground” where his heart and leadership ability is revealed, we have always started here.  In Timothy and Titus much is made of a man’s ability in his home.  

The main thing is to be humble and accountable.  To a good friend, a fellow husband/father, to your small group leader, to your pastor, etc.  This is difficult.  
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It seems that we are more open to receiving help in any other arena of ministry; but with our families it can be a very “touchy” thing.  

But if we are humble, God will bless.  

There reaches a point when our children become adults and will give an account for their own life.  But it is obvious that while our children are still at home, there is a great responsibility to be good managers of them.   
“How can a man be a believer in Jesus Christ, and yet have a cold and hard heart in the things of the Kingdom toward his children and mate?  You will find that where sons and daughters have turned out a curse to their parents, and those parents have been Christians, it might have been attributed by this - that while the parents have been Christians, they were not Christians at home.”  

“I believe nine out of ten such cases can be explained that way.” 








- Charles Spurgeon
“A man ought to live so that everybody knows he is a Christian . . . and most of all, his family ought to know.”

- D. L. Moody

“If your Christianity doesn’t work at home, then it doesn’t work at all.  Therefore you must not try to export it.”

- anonymous

“The family and the home can never exert their proper influence on our world, while ignoring the Bible’s exhortation calling for discipline and a recognition of authority.  If children do not learn this at home, they will go out into society without proper attitude toward authority and law.  There is always the exceptional child, but the average tells us that children are largely what the home has made of them.”




- Billy Graham
5.    Because a man’s “credentials” rest in his family, we have never asked a man to sacrifice his family for the sake of his ministry.   

     “Marriage is a testing ground for one’s integrity, courage and character.”

- J. Allen Petersen


It is hard to imagine any one of us leading God’s people if we have lost their respect, in any area.  And in this arena of the family, the respect of our people is vital.  

Our world is still looking to the church for answers to the challenges we face in marriage and with our children.  With our own families we have always sought to model the truth we preach about.  If we lose this position of respect, we have lost all hope of genuinely moving our audience to God’s truth concerning the family. 
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With this in mind, irregardless of a man’s gift or abilities, if there are needs in the home, then these are the needs he must apply himself to.  

“A church within a church, a republic within a republic, a world within a world, it is spelled in four letters - HOME.   If things go right there, they go right everywhere.  The front door of the home is the foundation of the Church, as well as the State.




- Thomas DeWitt Talmage

“And this I say for your own benefit; not to put a restraint upon you, but to promote what is seemly, and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.”







- 1 Cor. 7:35

There is a tension point here.  We believe that a life, marriage and family lived in sacrifice for our Lord is pleasing to Him.  But we also know that at times men need to concentrate their focus on building up their family.  

And we have encouraged this.  Not as an allowance for the flesh, but as a very real responsibility, that at times, needs to be addressed.  Our goal is to then see our marriages and families built up in such a way, that we can then resume a life of sacrifice. 
Questions I need to answer –

1.  Have I shown by the habits and actions of my family, that we are united in our commitment together, to obeying the Great Commission?

2.  Do my weekly habits as a family man, show that my family is into more than just “going to church on Sunday?”     

3.  As a husband am I leading - wholeheartedly?  Is my wife following - wholeheartedly?  

4.   Are things “sound” on the home front?  Or am I simply running out the door in the name of ministry?  

5.  Has my family embraced the value of “sacrifice” in following our Savior? 

 








- Rick Whitney
