Parenting Attributes Fit For A King
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Parenting Attributes Fit For A King

Or ‘Being A Proverbs 29 Parent’ or ‘Seven Attributes of A Godly Parent’

 “Your sons will take the place of your fathers; you will make them princes throughout the land.” 
(Psa 45:16)

“By me kings reign and rulers make laws that are just;” (Prov 8:15)
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roverbs states that it was written to help kings and rulers reign.  I think that includes raising up kings from birth, through childhood and into maturity.  The following paper is rooted in principles found in Proverbs 29, a chapter that tells kings how to reign on the throne.  It also tells God-fearing men how to reign at home which helps us raise up future princes.  I think we can find seven revolutionary, essential attributes to being a Proverbs 29 parent.  These thoughts are aimed primarily at being God’s parents to our children, as opposed to concentrating on primarily on child development ideas.  Jesus may have been correct when he stated in Luke 6:40, “A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher.”

Proverbs 29 Parents will be…

· Complete
-Winning

(Prov 29:3, 14, 19)

· Contrite
-Aggressively humble
(Prov 29:1,23)

· Courageous
-Fearless, confident
(Prov 29:2)

· Concerned
-Initiating, a doer
(Prov 29:7, 10)

· Consistent
-Uncompromising
(Prov 29:4, 25)

· Controlled
-Not harsh or hasty
(Prov 29:11, 20, 22)

· Contagious
-Mission minded
(Prov 29:18)

1. Be Complete

(Prov 29:3a)  “A wise son makes his father happy, ...”

Are we happy with our results at home?  What kind of children are we raising?  One parent of nine joked, “I used to ask God to help me raise awesome, courageous kids that would do mighty exploits for the kingdom of God.  Now, ask I am asking the Lord for law abiding citizens.”  I believe God does want us to hope and strive for children that are princes and princesses throughout the land but it is often a challenge to the most courageous among us.

“I can run the country or control Alice (his daughter).  I can’t do both.”   
–Theodore Roosevelt, President of United States

Are we winning with our children?  This question includes action and attitude, both obedience and respect.  Our children are a work in progress, but at various points we have to ask ourselves some very hard questions.  Maybe our methods have not worked well enough.  Maybe our standards are too low.  Are we getting the response as measured by the Biblical tests?  Are we raising up princes and princesses for the Lord?  What does the Word of God say is the fruit of godly parenting?  So we must ask ourselves, “Are see seeing the fruit, the response that God promises for our parenting efforts?”

(Prov 29:19)  “A slave will not be instructed by words alone; for though he understands, there will be no response.”

We’re running in the ‘parenting’ race, but are we going the entire distance?  Don’t quit.  Finish the task no matter what the cost.  Is your method working?  If it is not, then change your system.  Don’t settle for average.  Don’t settle for law-abiding children.  What is the result of complete parenting?

(Exo 20:12) “Honor your father and mother, that you may have a long, good life in the land the Lord your God will give you.”

Here are a few promised parenting fruits.  Biblical parenting will result in…

· Children that are obedient


(Eph. 6:1; 2 Tim 3:2)

· Children that are respectful


(Heb 12:9; 1 Tim 3:4)

· Children that are caring



(1 Tim. 5:8)

· Children that are blessed


(Eph. 6:2; Exo. 20:12)

· Parents that are peaceful


(Prov. 29:17)

· Parents that are happy



(Prov. 15:20)

· Parents that are honored


(Eph. 6:2)

(Prov 29:17)  “Discipline your son, and he will give you peace; he will bring delight to your soul.”

“Your sons will take the place of your fathers; you will make them princes throughout the land.” (Psa 45:16)
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(Prov 29:23)  “Pride ends in a fall, while humility brings honor.”

(Prov 29:1)  “The man who is often reproved but refuses to accept criticism will suddenly be broken and never have another chance.”

Are we humble or haughty?  Are we wise or proud?  Do we “fear the Lord” or are we a ‘know-it-all?’  If we are proud, we will fall.  If we are humble, we will gain honor.  Proverbs 29 starts with being humble and ends with it.  Remember that the instruction to children from the Lord is to ‘honor their fathers and their mothers.’  If we are humble we will obtain honor.  What we first need is the heart to be aggressively humble, that is having a strong lion heart with the lowly spirit of a lamb.  A humble person is a leader and a follower wrapped into one person.  
God directs parents to raise His children…

· In God’s name, under His authority.

· In God’s ways, applying His methods.

· In God’s power, walking by His Spirit.

· With God’s blessings, trusting His promises.

There are a number of instructions from Solomon about being humble.  Instructions about receiving instruction, being reproved often, about trusting in what is right in our own eyes, and about separating ourselves from others.  I believe that parents must have a godly child-like attitude to raise a child for God.
(Eccl 4:13)  “A poor, yet wise lad is better than an old and foolish king who no longer knows how to receive instruction.”

(Prov 16:25)  “There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.”

(Prov 3:7) “Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and turn away from evil.”

(Prov 15:12)  A scoffer does not love one who reproves him, He will not go to the wise.

(Prov 3:34)  “He mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble.”

A Contrite Parent will …

· Aggressively pursue godly parenting examples and helps.

· Claim God’s parenting promises.

· Open up to peers on family issues.

· Accept criticism from others about our parenting and our children.

· Trust the Lord with parenting principles and obey His eternal truths.

· Pray regularly, fervently, specifically and often.

· Receive God’s abundant grace and honor.

· Commit to winning with their children.

“The lone father is not a strong father.  Father is a difficult and perilous journey 
and is done well with the help of other men.”  - John L. Hart
3. Be Courageous
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(Prov 29:2)  “With good men in authority, the people rejoice; but with the wicked in power, they groan.”

May your tribe increase!  May your righteousness increase!  May your few become a mighty nation.  May your legacy last.   May your quiver be full, straight, strong and sharp.  May your life be multiplied and blessed through your family and others.  Be blessed, fruitful and multiply.  I hope we are planning to expand the kingdom of God and His righteousness through our live and our families and our sphere of influence.   This is God’s plan for us.
(Psa 127:3)  “Behold, children are a gift of the LORD; The fruit of the womb is a reward.”
(Prov 29:25)  “The fear of man brings a snare, But he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted.”

(Phil 4:13)  "I can do all things through Him who strengthens me."

Many parents can feel inadequate for the task of raising their kids.  There are lots of reasons that people give, but God want us to be strong and very courageous.  God commands us …

· Don’t be afraid

· Don’t lose control

· Don’t worry

· Don’t resist your role

· Don’t give up

(Isa 54:2)  “Enlarge the place of your tent; Stretch out the curtains of your dwellings, spar not; Lengthen your cords, And strengthen your pegs.”

(Isa 60:22)  “The least of you will become a thousand, the smallest a mighty nation. I am the LORD; in its time I will do this swiftly.”

(Acts 17:26-27)  “He created all the people of the world from one man, Adam, and scattered the nations across the face of the earth. He decided beforehand which should rise and fall, and when. He determined their boundaries.  His purpose in all of this is that they should seek after God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him--though he is not far from any one of us.”

· Be Courageous: Exercise Our God-Delegated Parental Authority – As we read in Acts 17, God Himself has personally has placed our children in our homes to be under our care and direction for a purpose.  God has chosen the time and place where our children would live.  Our children are not in our homes by random chance or by accident or the act of our own will.  We have been chosen by God for the task of raising up our specific family.

“From one man He made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.  God did this so that men would seek Him and perhaps reach out for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us.”    (Acts 17:26-27)

“This will remain the home of the free so long as it is the home of the brave.” –Elmer Davis
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· Be Courageous: Deal with Flawed Human Nature – I think that God gave us a special love for our children.  We have a love that the daycare worker does not have.  We have a commitment that the social workers and lawmakers do not have.   We have a heart for our children that the coach, teacher and Sunday school teacher does not have.   
One reason I think God gave us that special love for our kids because we’d need it along the way to complete the task of raising up princes and princesses from flawed human beings.  We need that special love to rightly exercise our parental authority when our little angel tests out the full extent of their developing wills.  We need love to exercise our authority when our bigger angel has to learn how to deal with hormones and ideas of independence.  Our job is to turn them from self and self-will and self-righteousness and turn them to God and His will.  We are moving them from a state of no responsibility to full responsibility. 
“Ideally they should give you a couple of “practice kids,” before you have any for real.  
Sort of like bowling a few framed for free before you start to keep score.  
Let you warm up.”  -Paul Reiser, Couplehood
Our children need to be parented to be able to distinguish and then choose good over evil.  Their natural, childish senses need punishment and rewards to taste the difference.   It would be a grave error to let our children believe that they are naturally good and sweet and kind.  There is definitely a healthy kind of guilt that leads our children to God.

(Prov 22:15)  “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of discipline will remove it far from him.”
“Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith.”    (Gal 3:24)

· Be courageous: Stay a Counterculture Parent – It takes principle, conviction and courage to not waver from how God wants us to parent.  What God values is not what our society values.  Our society values money, possessions, status, and achievement.  God values character and heart in our children.  Our society values experiences, such as, sports and academics and peer relationships for our children.  It takes a courageous parent to resist the almost overwhelming tide from many of our parents, in-laws, neighbors, co-workers, friends and even well meaning Christian brothers and sisters.  
What God values is not always what some Christians’ value.  Many fear the world ‘out there’ and want to hideout in protective caves, having a ‘circle the wagons’ mentality. God values His church and His expanding kingdom work, aggressively loving a lost world to Christ.  It takes courage to be a Christ-centered home and not a child-centered home.  It takes courage to keep our priorities in line; God, spouse, children, church, then job.  Remember, our children are God’s creation and He created them for His purposes and for His glory!  We are simply stewards of the Lord in our parenting.
(Isa 43:7)  “All who claim Me as their God will come, for I have made them for My glory; I created them.”
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Be Concerned

(Prov 29:7)  “The righteous is concerned for the rights of the poor, The wicked does not understand such concern.”

Are fathers concerned for children?   Many modern dads are missing from action.  They are disconnected from family and their offspring.  Consider that …

· One and a half million abortions occur each year, the majority are encouraged by the birth-fathers.

· One third of all births are illegitimate births and the teen birthrate is astronomically high.

· There is widespread cohabitation. Often men want sex without commitment or responsibility.

· Divorce with little male visitation or support.  8 times as many moms get custody than dads. The number of single parent homes in the US has doubled since 1980.
· There is an epidemic of abusive fathers including physical, emotional or sexual abuse.

· Single-parent adoption or single-parent artificial insemination is cutting fathers from family.

· We value children less and less.  We have twenty-percent smaller U.S. families since 1970 and we own twice as much as our parents.
· Neglectful or overworked dads are the norm.  We work more and have less time at home.

· Most dads at home are untrained or unskilled.  Many men father just like they were fathered, without help or Biblical instruction.  These dads are just passing on their problems on.

(Mal 4:6)  “He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.”
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We all have concerns.  We all love our children on some level.  At the same time we can have other heart interests that compete and conflict with parenting.  Jobs and economics and pleasure and selfishness can guide our hearts.  Is our level of concern for our children at the same level that God has for them?  We probably see things we don’t like in our children’s character. We notice things that should change.  We are aware of needs in their character, but what are we willing to do about these concerns?  Do we care enough to change the way we parent our children to see life changes at home?  It’s not how many tears we shed or how emotional we are about our children.  We need a clear, thoughtful plan of action that we are following.
(Prov 5:23)  “He will die for lack of instruction, And in the greatness of his folly he will go astray.”

Godly parenting is a top priority that requires sacrifice and heart!  It also requires a plan.  In Isa.32:8, it says “But the noble man devises noble plans; And by noble plans he stands.”  What is your plan for your child?  What is your blue print?  Here are a couple of ways to help you think about your own plan.

From Rick Whitney, pastor of Prairie View Community Church:

	The Measure of a boy


	The Measure of a teen
	The Measure of a man

	* Obedient

* Pays attention

* Learns to share, is considerate of others

* Accepts discipline without anger or pouting

* Responds to direction to control emotions

* Starts building a good reputation

* Starts developing good work habits

* Can handle pain
	* Has a sense of purpose

* Has good work habits, is a self-starter

* Distinguishes himself by good deeds

* Is strong against peer pressure

* Develops the right friends

* Is not naïve

* Values parent’s instructions in his heart

* Trusts in God’s Word

* Manages his emotions

* Has good speech

* Not foolish, is sensible

* Has a good countenance

* Respects others, protects siblings

* Honors women

* Knows how to handle suffering

* Is trustworthy and faithful

* Has Biblical understanding of grace and forgiveness
	* Knows Proverbs

* Exhibits Fruit of the Spirit

* Controls emotions

* Has strong overall character

* Can handle responsibility and pressure

* Has wisdom

* Is a devote disciple of Christ

* Can lead others and family

* Has qualities of an elder


Also from Rick Whitney, pastor in Parker, Colorado:

Seven Practical Goals (Building Blocks) for our children that you could pray for each day…

That our children would…

1. (Sunday) 
Have a GOOD CONCEPT of God.

2. (Monday)
LOVE & RESPECT the Bible.

3. (Tuesday)
KNOW the Bible stories.

4. (Wednesday)
Be individuals who PRAY

5. (Thursday)
Value OBEDIENCE to God & others.

6. (Friday)
Be COURAGEOUS & LOYAL

7. (Saturday)
Be KIND & EAGER to serve.

(Prov 14:22)  “Do not those who plot evil go astray? But those who plan what is good find love and faithfulness.”
Five Key Areas from Mark Darling, pastor of the Rock Church of Minneapolis,(See Appendix B).
· “Fear of the Lord” A to Z’s.

· Godly character A to Z’s.

· Winning Attitudes & Self-esteem A to Z’s.

· People Skills.

· Leadership Skills.

(Heb 5:14)  "But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil."  … (Heb 12:10-11)  “For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness. All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.”

Yet another parent’s heart desire for their child is expressed in Luke 1:14-17 (John the Baptist):

· They’d be a joy to his parents’ heart and others.  



(Luke 1:14)
· Their life would be captivated by God, giving Him glory.  


(Luke 1:15a)
· They’d master themselves with no major character flaw. 


(Luke 1:15b)
· They’d know and embrace their God-given purpose. 



(Luke 1:16)
· They’d make a significant impact on the world through an effective ministry. (Luke 1:16)
· They’d be powerful, spiritual leaders. 




(Luke 1:17)
As we study we also see that John’s parents were serving (Luke 1:8), praying (Luke 1:13), flawed humans (1:18), obedient to God (Luke 1:60-63), filled with Holy Spirit (Luke 1:67), and speaking Truth (Luke 1:67).  Maybe these are key qualities as parents to raising godly offspring.

I think our job as parents is to recognize that our children are not blank computer hard drives that only have our input as they grow up.  Humans are born with a corrupted flesh, damaged DNA, inherited from our ancestor Adam through us.  The job of a parent is to work with the child’s corrupted nature and turn their hearts to Christ.  This is a huge task that takes all the love and commitment and energy and help a parent can find.  It is a supernatural work of God.  

But specifically what methods does God communicate we should use?  Three major God-given tools at our disposal:
· Being affirming, accepting, appreciative, affectionate, and available.

· Instructing in character, convictions and values.

· Training and disciplining, setting limits / boundaries.

(Prov 29:10)  “Men of bloodshed hate the blameless, But the upright are concerned for his life.”    

(Prov 23:13)  “Don’t fail to correct your children; discipline won’t hurt them! They won’t die if you use a stick on them! Punishment will keep them out of hell.”
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(Prov 29:4)  “The king gives stability to the land by justice, But a man who takes bribes overthrows it.”

We may be concerned but are we consistent?  We may be concerned but are we making progress in the process?  Parenting must be a priority.  We must keep at it. 24-7-52-18. Twenty-four hours a day. Seven days a week.  Fifty two weeks a year and parents do this for at least eighteen years.  Stay consistent or compromise will lead to corruption and rebellion at home.

One wise father rightly observed that the more consistent we are with our training, the less training we will have to administer.  The converse is the norm in many households.  The more inconsistent, the more training is required.  The promise is that if we are just and consistent then our household and specifically our children will be stable and secure.  We need to be consistent if we have the energy for it or not or if our favorite ball game in on the tube.  We need to be consistent between mom and dad.  We need to be consistent between the different children; girl vs boy, younger vs older, strong willed vs compliant, active vs quiet, or sports minded vs academic.  We need to be consistent in all situations; home with and without guest vs church vs shopping.  We need to stay consistent over their development stages; toddler, grade school years and teen years.  Often the result is that a child gets exasperated if we are not consistent.  One man said that children can endure all kinds of sternness but very little unfairness or favoritism.  Like God, we are to be a ‘rock’ to our children.
(Eph 6:4)  "Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord."
Notice this verse did not say, “Fathers, do not exasperate your children, instead then shower them with flattery and bribes and don’t confront issues.”  This particular verse says to avoid exasperating you child by being involved with training and instructing them.  Being passive is not the answer.  Being passive is destructive. Actually being passive will just compound your parenting problems.  Justice gives stability and security.
Some parents fear having too high of standards or having standards that are too consistent without “grace” can cause exasperation in our children. Grace can often erroneously mean little or no expectations of our child’s behavior or attitudes.  In actuality, it is having our expectations too low or vacillating in our standards that cause the most exasperation.  Our children can handle vast amounts of sternness.  It is inconsistency or a lack of belief in their abilities that disturbs them much, much more.  This goes for teens also.  I have heard more times than I could count, “But they are 16 (17 or 18), what can I do about it?  The answer is, “Plenty.”  Our children crave a higher standard.  We must follow through for our child’s sake.  Nobody wakes up in the morning wanting to do battle with the kids.  But, we must still be our child’s parent 24-7 and apply discipline.

(Prov 29:19)  "A slave will not be instructed by words alone; For though he understands, there will be no response."

(Prov 14:23)  "In all labor there is profit, But mere talk leads only to poverty."

There are some common barriers to being consistent. What distracts us anyway? Are we consistently correcting or are we corrupting?   The Bible gives us a number of examples of parents who won with their children and some that did not win.
Parents that missed the mark with one or more of their children…

· Adam was silent and passive.  When Cain had a problem God was not silent, …

(Gen 4:5-7 )  “but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell.”  
“Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen?  If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it.”” 

· King David was silent and passive…

(1 Ki 1:6)  “Now his father, King David, had never disciplined him at any time--not so much as by a single scolding! He was a very handsome man and was Absalom’s younger brother.”

(2 Sam 13:21)  “When King David heard what had happened, he was very angry, …but”

· Eli the Priest was incomplete in dealing with his boys…

(1 Sam 2:12, 22-23; 3:13)  “Now the sons of Eli were worthless men; they did not know the LORD”

· Samson’s parents were permissive…

(Judg 14:3)  “Then his father and his mother said to him, “Is there no woman among the daughters of your relatives, or among all our people, that you go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for she looks good to me.””

Excellent Parents:

· Abraham & Sarah, parents of Isaac,

(Gen 18:19)  “For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.””

· Joseph & Mary, earthly parents to Jesus…

(Luke 2:40)  “And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.”

· Zacharias & Elizabeth, parents to John The Baptist…

(Luke 1:76)  ““And you, my little son, shall be called the prophet of the glorious God, for you will prepare the way for the Messiah.”

(Luke 1:80)  “And the child continued to grow, and to become strong in spirit, and he lived in the deserts until the day of his public appearance to Israel.”

· Philip the evangelist, father to four daughters…

(Acts 21:8-9)  “And on the next day we departed and came to Caesarea; and entering the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, we stayed with him.  Now this man had four virgin daughters who were prophetesses.”

If you have not been consistent or have been passive and want to change, I would suggest at least three things.  First, confess this before the Lord and then your family.  Second, communicate clearly and confidently that you are raising the standard.  Third, boldly confront any guilt or odd feelings and just deal issues with your children immediately.
Proverbs 29 Identifies Several Specific Stumbling Blocks to Proper Training and Discipline:


Be careful and don’t let these stop you from being consistent with your children.

· Bribes  (Prov 29:4)  There is a price to parenting.  Never ending interruptions. Delayed promotions.  Smaller houses. Falling into bed dead tired.  Fewer things.  Humility.  Is there a cost you won’t pay today?  Some sell out their parenting responsibility and blessing for a price.  Some for a big price and others for little or no price at all…

· Job responsibilities or promotions requiring more time away from the family.
· Bigger houses and bigger yards requiring more money and more hours at work.
· Give strength to other areas other than parenting, too tired, being distracted.

· Allow disobedience now for promise of obedience later.


· Flattery  (Prov 29:5)  “I’m sorry.”  Sorry for what?  Are the child sorry that they got caught, that they will be trained, or that God was offended and someone else got hurt by their behavior?  You’ve accepted flattery if you give in to emotionalism rather than a change of heart.  There are other forms of flattery our children can try on us…

· Sweet talk or crocodile tears or puppy dog eyes.
· Quick or incomplete apologies and not a change of heart.

· Shallow promises of change.

· Sorry for getting caught and not for hurting God and others.
· Guilt (Prov 29:6) Parenting guilt is a major discipline deterrent at times.  When a parent feels guilty for some reason they tend to be lax with discipline in the home.  Situations that may produce guilt…

· Moms working outside the home or dads neglectful or overworked.
· Divorce or other family crisis.
· Compromising in life choices.
· Covering up parents failings from other times.
· Falsehood  (Prov 29:12, Prov 25:2)  Search for truth and don’t be afraid of the answers you might find.  If our children learn that they can divert justice by lying then they are in trouble.

· Being too quick to believe a child’s story (press release, sound bite)

· Having favorite children or showing bias against a child.

· Not enough time or energy to search out truth or understanding.

· Ignorant of corrupt human nature in our children.

· Over-Protective  (Prov  29:24)  Don’t indulge. The Bible wants us to be a partner with our spouse, not our children.  We are to be united as a family, but we are the parents and they are the children.  They only have one dad and mom. A family isn’t a democracy, it’s a republic.

· Wanting the child to be my best friend, to carry the relationship weight of an adult.
· Over-protective or in denial of real issues in child’s life.
· Too close emotionally to do the right thing.
· Co-dependent or wanting them to like you more than them following & obeying God.


· Fear of man  (Prov 29:25)  Don’t be afraid of your three-year-old or your fifteen-year-old.

· I’ll harm them.  They say, “I’ll die if ____ happens!”
· I’m not confident in my authority or method or direction.
· Not understanding or accepting Biblical authority as a parent

· Imbalanced grace or love.  It’s tender and tough; love and limits; sweet and strong.
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Be Controlled

(Prov 29:11)  “A fool always loses his temper, But a wise man holds it back.”

(Prov 16:32)  “Better a patient man than a warrior, a man who controls his temper than one who takes a city.”
Losing control can cause us to be harsh or hasty.  Proverbs talks about both. Harshness only causes more fighting and quarrels.  If we are too quick to judge the situation for whatever reason they will disrespect us and we miss with our children. If we are too harsh when we judge we miss too. Both errors exasperate a child.  The wheels of justice do grind slowly in courthouses as well as at home.  As parents we have to stay on the road of patience and avoid being passive or losing our temper.  If we can be screaming at a child one moment and then the next moment answer the phone and talk sweetly to a telemarketer, then I know we have the ability to redirect our angry responses.
“Remember, when your child has a tantrum, don’t have one of your own.”  -Dr. J. Kuriansky

(Prov 15:1)  “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but harsh words cause quarrels.”

“Children today are tyrants. They contradict their parents, gobble their food, 
and tyrannize their teachers.” –Socrates

Sam Levenson correctly said, “Insanity is hereditary; you get if from your children.”  We all agree that parenting is difficult.  We are dealing with flawed human nature (and so are our children).  But we must maintain control of our emotions and our responses.  But in many cases this in not happening today.  On average, adults lose their temper 3-6 times a week.  Most high school sporting events have armed guards, not because of the students but because of the parents.  Every year over ten million children are beaten to the point of abuse by a parent or guardian.  

Anger is one letter away from danger.  Even in mild cases, anger can be a way to manipulate the outward behavior of the child rather than win their hearts to godly behavior.  Anger is a bad substitute for the rod and other forms of discipline.  Have you ever notice how easy it is to nag, scold or lecture our children and it is more challenging to actually discipline, correct and administer consequences for foolish or wrong behavior or attitudes?  

In his book, Pre-Hysteric Parenting, H. Norman Wright give us ten steps to disaster with our children:

(1) give unclear requests or direction, (2) we repeat ourselves, (3) we remind, (4) we don’t mean what we say, (5) we reason, (6) we bargain, (7) we lecture, (8) we beg, plead or cajole, (9) we raise our voice or yell, and (10) we threaten.  In each case, the parent is not developing a consistent pattern of obedience with their child where they are responding in a normal tone of voice the very first time.
What is the goal of correcting anyway?  Is it to control the response of another person?  Is it to stop the frustrating behavior or attitude?  It is not to be crushing or cruel, selfish, or vindictive.  One goal is to form a strong, God fearing will and a tender heart into the soul of our children.  Anger does not accomplish this task.   Discipline and training does.  Anger is a temporary solution to a long range issues much like creating a much needed parking space for your car by pushing another car out of the space you want.  Anger has few short lived advantages and a whole lot of long term negatives.  Be patient.  Remember the lesson of the formation of the Grand Canyon.  Over time, water will erode the rock.  God’s methods work and be must believe in them.
If I care for my children like Christ, I will Love them (1 Timothy 1:5); Turn them (2 Timothy 2:25); Win them (Matt. 18:15); Heal them (Heb. 12:13); Restore them (Gal. 6:1).  In James 1:19-20 it says, “This you know, my beloved brethren. But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.”

Biblical discipline / correction IS NOT…

· Crushing, cruel or violent  
(Eph 6:4, Prov 12:10, Prov 21:7)

· Selfish or indifferent

(Phil. 2:3)

· Vindictive  


(Rom 12:17)

· Manipulative, controlling
(Prov 26:28, Eph 4:29)
· Or Enough  


(Prov 3:12, delight in them)

Again, three major God-given tools at our disposal:

· Being affirming, accepting, appreciative, affectionate, and available.

· Clear Instructing, including in character, convictions and values.

· Training and disciplining, setting limits / boundaries.

We are not saying that you won’t feel anger toward the foolishness and the hurts that your child will do.  But God would want us to deal with the anger in a godly way and to renew our love for our child each and every day.

(Psa 7:11)  “God is a judge who is perfectly fair, and He is angry with the wicked every day.”

(Grieved-Eph. 4:3; Insulted-Heb. 10:29; Quenched-1 Thes. 5:19)

AND…(Lam 3:23)  “Great is His faithfulness; His loving-kindness begins afresh each day.”

Some see the rod of disciple as negative and even wrong.  I don’t believe God sees it that way.  I wonder if God knows parents well enough that the consistent use the rod of disciple will actually help lower and help control our parental anger.  In her booklet “Correcting Children Correctly,” Laura Lou Tolles says that the biblical use the rod of discipline will “actually prevent child abuse – in three ways: 1. Verbally, 2. Emotionally, and 3. Physically.”  If a parent doesn’t use the rod, they tend to vent their anger, scream and yell, shoot daggers with their eyes, swat with their hands, or make threats.  In other words, the parent has become the rod.  The rod of discipline is designed to be feared, not the parent’s demeaning voice, raised backhand, laser beam eyes or unpredictable emotional tantrums.  If we use the rod of discipline correctly, we can help our child understand that the rod is to be avoided and not us.  
Many recent surveys have discovered that about 95% of US parents spank. The problem is not spanking, but that is not done in a biblical manner.  It must be used in a controlled manner and consistently.  The biblical use of the rod of correction is to break the child’s rebellion and folly.  It is not to break child or their heart.  We are actually trying to win their heart to God.  Tolles says, “Angry correction breaks the wrong thing.  Loving correction breaks the right thing.  No correction breaks nothing.”  “Under Loving Command” of DIME Publishers (408-253-8237) is an excellent resource.  “Shepherding a Child’s Heart” by Tedd Tripp is another excellent resource.
(Prov 14:29)  “He who is slow to anger has great understanding, But he who is quick-tempered exalts folly.”
7. [image: image11.wmf]Be Contagious 

“Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, But happy is he who keeps the law.”   (Prov 29:18)

I recall an experiment that was conducted recently.  The researchers put about a dozen teenagers in a room.  They were asked to compare two objects and to vote which was longer.  Before the experiment, the researchers got eleven of the twelve teens together and told them to lie and vote that the short object was the longer object.  They were going to test the one teen for his response to peer pressure.  Over and over again, group after group, every teen gave into peer pressure and voted with the group.

Doctors tell us that the most dangerous, the most unhealthy of all sports to be a spectator.  Our children must not be trained to be spectators but to be impact players in God’s kingdom.  Football coaches tell us that the best defense is a good offence.  If we don’t give our children something worthy to live for, they will live for something worth-less and they will fall to peer pressure.  They will give into materialism, indulgences, slothfulness, or other ills so let’s give them a reason to live, really live.

What is missing with many Christian families is a passionate, contagious, wholehearted mission.  We are salt for God.  We are His light in a dark world.  God wants us to snatch, drag and turn the lost away from hell and show them the way to heaven.  It is the vaccine that inoculates our children from the worldly ways.  Even in the wind, an arrow stays on course when it is sent with vigor and purpose.  Our children will too.   What is our clear purpose in life?  Have we “sold” our children on it too?  If we miss this one attribute all the rest is a roll of the dice, a game of chance with our kids no better than a slot machine in Vegas.  

As parents, do we have a cause that our family can catch from us?  It’s God’s purpose with godly passion.  It’s being on a earthly mission with heavenly motivation.  It’s our reasons and our relationships.  It’s persistence at our responsibility with patience for our reward.  It’s taking pains and sensing pleasure at the same time.  It’s having a plan and play too.

God has given us our children so that we will care, direct and train them.  Some parents are “Yes parents.”  They don’t limit the behavior or attitudes of their child.  They may think that children are born with a blank slate and if you just input enough positive, sweet stuff it will offset any worldly negative influences.  Other parents are “No parents.”  They can be so concerned about keeping their children inside the box, inside the boundaries that they don’t give them a positive reason for life, a focus, a vision.  Parents need both “Yes & No.”  We are responsible to set limits AND to set our children on a life course headed toward filling God’s will for their life.
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Various Focuses Of Parents:


All “Yes” No Limits
All “No” w/o a vision
“Yes & No” w/ a vision

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”    (Mat 6:33)

Christian author, John Maxwell asks three questions when determining our purpose that can help clarify some of the issues we face.

1. First and foremost, what is required of us?

2. What gives the greatest return?

3. Lastly, what is most personally rewarding?

“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”    (Luke 19:10)

It takes faith vision to raise godly children.  Faith is seeing the unseen.  Faith is having a life-gripping purpose that compels our children to rise above the crowd and to be a prince or a princess among thieves.  God wants to send them out into this world, not aimlessly, but on a mission.  I believe that God wants to make our families into ‘Great Commission’ families.  God instructs us and our children to (1) love God and to (2) love people, both lost and saved.  

“Our children are either on mission or they are a mission field.” - Pastor Herschel Martindale


Our purpose and the purpose of God’s church…

· Every believer collaborating together 

· to reach every person

· with the single message of salvation 

· in a single generation

· by having a Great Commitment 

· to the Great Commandment

· and the Great Commission of the Lord.

Jesus said, “I glorified Thee on the earth, having accomplished the work which Thou hast given Me to do.”    (John 17:4)

“A fool’s fun is being bad; a wise man's fun is being wise!”  (Prov 10:23)

(Phil 1:21-25) "For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose.  But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.  And convinced of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith,"

Three excellent practical action points:

1) Have our children have a ‘Quiet Time’ and journal every day.
2) Have our children write down names and pray every day for their lost friends.
3) Have our children come to serve other believers every week.
Being an impact player in God’s kingdom and being on fire for God can only be measured as we measure ourselves as parents.  Jesus instructed us in Luke 6:40, “A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher.” We don’t have to be perfect but I do think we do need to be giving it our best attempt.  It’s critical for our children’s sake.
I

n closing we need to ask again, “Am I winning with my children?  Am I winning with every single one?”  There is a small difference between the typical parent and an effective parent.  We can all tell stories of a parent that is failing.  Is this what we want?  You wouldn’t be reading this if it was.  We want to win with our children, every one of them!
Ken R. Canfield in “The 7 Secrets of Effective Fathers,” has some statistical numbers to that bring up a very interesting thought.  He shows how typical fathers who are raising up “average” children rate and also how the fathers who are raising up superior children rate.  Area by area, look at the different ratings between the two classes of fathers…

	Areas
	Typical
	Effective
	Difference

	Provide & protect
	82
	93
	11

	Active Listening
	68
	82
	14

	Commitment
	59
	77
	18

	Consistency
	68
	80
	18

	Knowing child
	69
	88
	19

	Marriage health
	65
	88
	23

	Spiritual Training
	56
	72
	28


The difference in most cases between a typical father who is not winning with his children and an effective father is only 20%.  In other words, most are definitely trying but most are failing.  Some fathers are doing just 20% more than the typical father but it is making all the difference in the world!  
In the Olympics, the difference between winning and losing is very small.  It may be true in parenting also!  Trying is not enough.  We must do whatever it takes to win with our children and it may just be just a little bit more than you’re doing now.  We may not be that far off, but if we need to change and don’t, we’ll miss.

In sports, often the difference between a champion and an “also ran” is that the champion does one more lap around the track.  The champion does five more sit-ups.  The champion eats one less bowl of ice cream.  The champion spends one more hour memorizing the plays and watching their opponent on film.  They do every thing the “also ran” do and does “and then some.”  He provides, and then some.  He listens, and then some.  He is committed and consistent, and then some.  He has a healthy marriage, and then some.  He provides spiritual training, and then some.

I know that God may actually trying to re-parent us as we try to parent our children.  God understands this and He is excited and patient with you.  He will be the Father to the fatherless (Ps 68:5).  He cares and trains and instructs us perfectly (Heb 12:10).  He is the God of all Hope (Rom. 15:13).
This may be an excellent time to bow your head before your Creator / God and hand over control of your life and your family to Him completely.  It may be the time to stop trying to run your life and your family yourself and let Him in.  He is knocking on the door to your heart and life.  The Lord wants to help, but He won’t bust down the door.  He will only come in if He is warmly welcomed.  And if He is invited in, He will come in and bless your socks off.  This doesn’t mean you won’t have to deal with the remaining issues at home.  It does mean that you have God and His help to make it through it all.
One web site that I would highly recommend is www.gcnwdads.com.   There are over 70 articles on fathering and parenting that are excellent.
Also, I want to pass on some daily prayers for us to pray suggested by John Hopler, pastor in Columbus, Ohio:

The ABC’s Prayers for our Family

A
We would be ASTONISHED by God’s work in our family.

B
Our children would do BETTER works than their parents

C
The kids would have CHRIST-LIKE values and character

D
All my DESCENDENTS would be saved.

E
The children would become EXCELLENT spouses and find good mates

F
Our family would be FREE from moral impurity

G
That we’d be a GREAT Commission family.

God bless you, your parenting and your family.

Please feel free to pass on any corrections or comments to:


Jay Yousling

Prairie Ridge Christian Church

3511 S. Kittredge Street, Unit E

Aurora, Colorado 80013

303.693.7068
Jyousling@juno.com
APPENDIX A:

The Entire Chapter of Proverbs 29 Categorized By Topic:

(1) HUMBLE & WISE or PROUD & HAUGHTY?
(Prov 29:23)  "A man's pride will bring him low, But a humble spirit will obtain honor."

(Prov 29:1)  "A man who hardens his neck after much reproof Will suddenly be broken beyond remedy."

(Eccl 4:13)  "A poor, yet wise lad is better than an old and foolish king who no longer knows how to receive instruction."

(2) INCREASE or DECREASE RIGHTEOUSNESS?

(Prov 29:2)  "When the righteous increase, the people rejoice, But when a wicked man rules, people groan."

(Prov 29:16)  "When the wicked increase, transgression increases; But the righteous will see their fall."

(Prov 29:27)  "An unjust man is abominable to the righteous, And he who is upright in the way is abominable to the wicked."

(3) CONCERNED & CORRECTING or NEGLECTFUL & PASSIVE?

(Prov 29:7)  "The righteous is concerned for the rights of the poor, The wicked does not understand such concern."

(Prov 29:10)  "Men of bloodshed hate the blameless, But the upright are concerned for his life."

(Prov 29:13)  "The poor man and the oppressor have this in common: The LORD gives light to the eyes of both."

(Prov 29:17)  "Correct your son, and he will give you comfort; He will also delight your soul."

(4) CONSISTENT or COMPROMISING & CORRUPTING?

 (Prov 29:4)  "The king gives stability to the land by justice, But a man who takes bribes overthrows it."

(Prov 29:5)  "A man who flatters his neighbor Is spreading a net for his steps."

(Prov 29:6)  "By transgression an evil man is ensnared, But the righteous sings and rejoices."

(Prov 29:12)  "If a ruler pays attention to falsehood, All his ministers become wicked."

(Prov 29:15)  "The rod and reproof give wisdom, But a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother."

 (Prov 29:19)  "A slave will not be instructed by words alone; For though he understands, there will be no response."

 (Prov 29:24)  "He who is a partner with a thief hates his own life; He hears the oath but tells nothing."

(Prov 29:25)  "The fear of man brings a snare, But he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted."

(5) IN CONTROL or HASTY & LOSE MY TEMPER?

(Prov 29:8)  "Scorners set a city aflame, But wise men turn away anger."

(Prov 29:9)  "When a wise man has a controversy with a foolish man, The foolish man either rages or laughs, and there is no rest."

(Prov 29:11)  "A fool always loses his temper, But a wise man holds it back."

(Prov 29:20)  "Do you see a man who is hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him."

(Prov 29:21)  "He who pampers his slave from childhood will in the end find him to be a son."

(Prov 29:22)  "An angry man stirs up strife, And a hot-tempered man abounds in transgression."

(6) CONTAGIOUS & ON COURSE or COLD & OFF COURSE?

(Prov 29:18)  "Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, But happy is he who keeps the law."

(7) COMPLETE or INADEQUATE?

(Prov 29:3)  "A man who loves wisdom makes his father glad, But he who keeps company with harlots wastes his wealth."

 (Prov 29:14)  "If a king judges the poor with truth, His throne will be established forever."

(Prov 29:26)  "Many seek the ruler's favor, But justice for man comes from the LORD." 

APPENDIX B:  Getting Your Family to Mars, by Mark Darling

Five Key Areas from Mark Darling, pastor of the Rock Church of Minneapolis:

· “Fear of the Lord” A to Z’s.  

A) 
A deep and abiding respect for the Lord & His Word. 

B) 
A vibrant, healthy personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

C) 
A commitment to follow and obey Him no matter what the cost

D) 
A daily walk with God.  Habits of reading, writing, memorizing, praying, & meditating

E) 
A dynamic faith in God.  Trusting God in all things
F) 
Wisdom - God's Wisdom.   Get it no matter what it costs

G) 
A love for God

· Godly character A to Z’s.

A)
Kindness - to each other and those outside the family

B)
Compassion toward people - caring for their hurts and problems.

C)
Hardworking - Taking personal responsibility for their lives.

D)
Honesty & personal integrity.  They would be of the highest ethical & moral behavior

E)
Purity - in conduct and in thinking

F)
Disciplined and diligent.  In the use of time, talents, resources, money, health, etc.

G)
Great sense of humor.  They would know how to laugh at life & themselves not at others

H) Cheerfulness.  They would be a true joy to be around. 

I) Self starters & initiators:   Take responsibility for improvements.  Not blaming others

J) 
Loving: Love is everything, without love we are nothing I Cor 13:1-8

K)
Trustworthy & faithful.  Faithfulness in little things is a big deal: They can be counted on

L)
Humility - toward God and others.  

M) Servanthood - serving is better than being served: 

N) Teachable spirit - eager learners: A willingness to accept advice - coachable

0) 
Loyalty: A commitment to work through things with people.

P) 
Courage: A willingness to speak out.  To take a stand, even when it goes against the grain

Q)
Sound judgment, prudence and discernment.

R)
Gracious living - in speech and conduct.  Well mannered

S)
Wise tongue: They would use their mouth with wisdom and grace

T)
Self-control - Behavior, speech and emotions  (Pr 25:28 LB)

U)
Endurance, patience and perseverance.  Do hard things & finish what they started

V)
Thankful spirit

W)
Contentment- "Godliness with contentment is great gain."

X)
Time management - the wise use of time.  

· Winning Attitudes & Self-esteem A to Z’s.

A)
Attitude: A positive outlook on life, based on the Bible

B) 
Attitude: Hopeful

C)
Attitude: Full of faith

D) Attitude: A "can-do" attitude

E) Self Esteem: Affirming their uniqueness

F) Self Esteem: Helping them discover and use their gifts and abilities

G) Self Esteem: Emphasizing and affirming their strengths

H) Self Esteem: Helping them succeed and to learn to handle failure

I) Self Esteem: Showing them how God uses & planned for their weaknesses

· People Skills.

A)
Relational skills:  Learning to talk things over with friends.  Dealing with conflict.

B)
Friendship skills:  How to be a good friend and how to avoid bad friends.

C)
Communication skills:  How to listen, how to understand, how to speak.

D) Understanding & tolerance for others' uniquenesses & differences

E) How to work as a team with others

F)
How to deal with the opposite sex

· Leadership Skills.
A)
Lead by example:  They must be before they can lead.

B)
Leaders are servants:  This is what God's standard is

C) Dealing with peer pressure - Stand against it

D) Becoming a positive influence for good.

E) Leaders are influencers

 APPENDIX C:   

      From Jay Yousling, pastor of Prairie Ridge Christian Church, (modified Rick Whitney template).
	

	Child & God
	Child & Self
	Child & Others

	Boy
(1-6)
	* Obedient to parents – quickly, completely, cheerfully, and competently.  Without delay, challenge, “attitude” or excuse.

	* Pays attention, listens
* Accepts disciple w/o anger or pouting.
* Responds to direction to control emotions / attitude.

* Developing good work habits.
* Can handle pain.


	* Learns to share.
* Considerate of others.

* Starts building a reputation, as a doer.

	Teen
(7-12)
	* Sense of purpose.
* Values parent’s instruction in his heart attitude.
* Trust in God’s word.
* Biblical understanding of sinfulness, grace & forgiveness.
	* Self-starter, good work habits.
* Is prudent, not naïve.
* Manages emotions.

* Good countenance.
* Good speech.
* Sensible, not foolish.
* Handles suffering, failures and injustice.
* Trustworthy & faithful
* Uses time appropriate.
* Can make decisions, saying yes and no.

	* Distinguishes himself by good deeds.
* Strong against peer pressure, confident.
* Develops right friendships, discerning character.
* Respects others.
* Protects siblings.
* Honors women.
* Honors authorities.
* Deals with conflict, making peace.


	Man   
(13-19)
	* Fears the Lord.
* Knows Proverbs & Beatitudes.
* Knows God, His works and His ways.
* Is a devoted disciple of Christ.


	* Exhibits fruits of the Spirit, walks by the Spirit.
* Controls emotions.
* Strong overall character.
* Handles pressure and responsibility well.
* Has wisdom.

* Has qualities of an elder.

	* Can lead spouse and family and others
* Initiates process of conflict resolution.
* Aggressive humility in seeking God’s best
* Values, loves and thankful for others.

* Honest in relationships.








APPENDIX D:   

Truth Test…  How do you think you are doing as a parent in these seven key areas?

· Am I a humble or haughty parent?

1   -   2   -   3   -   4   -   5   -   6   -   7


Haughty
Humble

· Am I concerned about my children or about me & other issues? 

1   -   2   -   3   -   4   -   5   -   6   -   7


Neglectful / Me
Concerned / Them

· Am I correcting & training my children or am I corrupting and compromising them?

1   -   2   -   3   -   4   -   5   -   6   -   7


Corrupting
Correcting

· Am I in control or out of control?

1   -   2   -   3   -   4   -   5   -   6   -   7


Harsh / Hasty
In Control / Peaceful

· Am I on course with passion or aimless or dull in my parenting?

1   -   2   -   3   -   4   -   5   -   6   -   7


Aimless / Dull
On Course / Passionate

· Do I hate sin or the hate the struggle against sin more?

1   -   2   -   3   -   4   -   5   -   6   -   7


Hate struggle
Hate sin

Discussion Questions:

· Contrite
- Aggressively humble

· Courageous
- Fearless, confident

· Concerned
- Initiating, a doer

· Consistent
- Uncompromising

· Controlled
- Not harsh or hasty

· Contagious
- Mission minded

· Complete
- Winning

� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���





Consistent





Contagious





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���





Contrite





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���





Concerned





Get them out of the ditch and onto the highway.


�





Controlled





Courageous
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