Great Commission Northwest

Preparing for a Parenting Seminar

Brothers,

Here are several action points to help you prepare for your upcoming seminar.  Some are simple, practical things to consider and some deal with the spirit of these seminars.  We have had the privilege of speaking in over sixty churches and delivering these talks and believe that they have been used by God to encourage hearts and to encourage willpower in parents, across this country.  Here they are:

1.  I want to strongly encourage your flock to invite their neighbors and friends - to this Parenting Seminar.  Whether they know the Lord or not!  I want to remind you that I have changed some things in the Parenting Seminar to make it good for “ seekers,” for those who do not yet know Christ.  What we cover is appropriate and will help and encourage and draw - even the lost.  

I have not backed off on content, but I have been encouraged to see how a number of churches have used this seminar to help their own couples bring lost parents.  

It is a winsome time and there is a lot of laughter.  

As you know, anxiety and fear for our children and our marriages remain a great issue in our communities and non-Christians still tend to look to the church for answers, at least in these two areas.

Many, many families are anxious for their kids and so we talk about "Raising Sane Kids in an Insane World”  and “The Measure of a Teen” etc.  We use several video clips to keep the sessions moving along and to keep interest up.  There are also several brief, fill-in-the-blank-handouts.  And I give away lots of free stuff.  What a deal !

This seminar is not just for the ‘oldie, goldies.’  
With confidence your people can bring along anyone.  And if everyone is really thinking and praying and trying to invite someone, it sure changes the spirit of the time, from an in-house thing, to an invite opportunity.  Which is exactly what we teach, in terms of raising up winsome families, young children and teens who are attractive in their spirit and effective as examples and testimonies to the lost.

2.  I warn against authoritarianism and isolationism throughout my seminar.  Not being too heavy-handed, nor having a “circle the wagons” mentality.  Instead God wants us to have Biblical discipline, generous amounts of affection, and an outward focus in our homes.  A vision to be involved in reaching out to our perishing world.  

So it is very appropriate to use this seminar as a tool to introduce people to our Christian faith.  It has been a positive event to help introduce people to your church and church family and ultimately to our Savior.

3.  Usually we need about six hours to cover our material.  Often it is two hours on a Friday night and four hours on a Saturday morning, early afternoon.  But you can break it up any way you want to, and some churches have done the whole seminar on a long Saturday.  We have several breaks throughout the time to stretch and grab a cup of coffee or refreshments, etc.  

4.  Often there is a special dessert on Friday night (such as a chocolate buffet ( ) as well as maybe a light brunch Saturday morning.  But you can prepare whatever you think is appropriate to help make it a refreshing time.  

5.  As I mentioned, I would need the ability to show several different DVD multimedia clips throughout the time.  I also would encourage you to have two pocket folders available for your people to throw my materials into.  I will bring all the handouts.  We use four or five different handouts and have several booklets that we make available.

6.  At the end of the time I like to make sure that every couple has a copy of my book, Growing up Whitney.  I think it is a good summary and helps lead parents into further  discussion on being an effective parent.  So as to the cost of this seminar, I would encourage you to price it at around $15 per couple, with $10 of that amount going towards the cost of the book.  You may charge more if you need to.  

I only ask for re-imbursement on my plane tickets.   

7.   As we get a little closer to the seminar, could you give me a rough estimate of how many couples will be with us?  I want to make sure that I have all the materials there that are needed. 

8.  On my dad’s web site (www.gcnwdads.com ), under the page entitled “Seminars” are several paragraphs on what we try to accomplish at our parenting seminar.  A lot of churches have used quotations from this page to help develop the flyer that they would use to help promote the seminar in their town and with the people in their church.  You are welcome to read over that page and see if there are a few things there that could help.  

Anyway, theses are a few points to help prepare for hosting a Parenting Seminar in your city and in your church.  If you have any questions, you may contact me with an e-mail, rickatgcnw@aol.com, or you can give me a call.  phone: 303-659-8651 or 303-659-6788.     

Thanks again for hosting this seminar.  We trust that God richly uses it to bless your parents, to strengthen hearts and resolve.

Keep pressing,  Rick Whitney

