Great Commission Northwest

This is a personal story told by Dr. John Corts, who was formerly president of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. 
Perseverance 

Dr. Corts said that when he was 16 years of age, he and his younger cousins went to visit his grandfather's farm.  They couldn't wait to get there and go out into the fields.  They wanted to pitch hay and ride on the tractor.  It sounded like so much fun.

But the grandfather was reluctant to let them go.  They whined and begged until he finally said to John, "You are the oldest.  You can take the kids to the field if you promise not to bring them back early.  You must keep them out there until the end of the day."

John said, "I will do that, Grandfather."  

So they all got on the hay wagon and the tractor pulled them out to the field.

Very quickly, the kids got tired, and they started complaining.  It was hot and sticky, and they were miserable.  They began asking to go back to the house.  
But John said, "No, Grandfather told me to keep you out here."

At lunchtime, they were exhausted, and most of his cousins were angry.  It was very hot; the hay was down their backs, and it itched, and they wanted to go back.  
But again John said, "No, Grandfather told me to keep you here."

At about 3:00 in the afternoon, a big black storm cloud came over, and the kids got scared.  
Some were crying.  "Please!" they begged.  "Let’s go home."  
Still, the answer remained "No."

About 5:00 in the afternoon John said, "All right, it's time to quit."  
He got them all on the hay wagon, and they went back to the house.  After they had had their baths and been given something to eat, they rested for a while. Grandfather praised them warmly for the work they had done.  Then, the cousins all became very proud of themselves.
That's when Grandfather told John why he wanted them to stay in the field.  
He said, "This farm has been successful through the years for one reason.  We have stayed in the field when we felt like coming in.  We did what needed to be done even when we wanted to quit.  That is why I wanted the kids to have the satisfaction of staying with something through the day."

-from Dr. James Dobson's Newsletter, May 2002

Dr. Dobson goes on to say ... “God has called us to stay in the field, to the end of the day, and we will do that for as long as we have breath in our bodies.  If we persevere to the end, we will hear those wonderful words of the Father, ‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant.’” 

