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“For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, or of me His prisoner; but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God,

who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,

but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,

for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher.

For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.

Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.

Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.

You are aware of the fact that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes.

The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus for he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chains;

but when he was in Rome, he eagerly searched for me, and found me-
the Lord grant to him to find mercy from the Lord on that day-- and you know very well what services he rendered at Ephesus.”









- 2 Timothy 1:7-18
Many of you men have taught these pastoral letters.  Probably several times.  Here in this section, we want to look for just one, main thought. 

Pray.
“Therefore do not be ashamed . . . feel no shame . . . do not blush . . .  . . . neither of our Lord . . .  nor of me His prisoner . . .  but join with me . . .” 

“Retain the standard . . . keep as the pattern . . . hold fast . . .   the sound words which you have heard from me . . .” 

“Guard the treasure . . . keep the treasure . . . this noble thing . . . which has been entrusted to you . . .  Guard this splendid trust . . .”

“You are aware . . . you have no doubt heard . . . . that all who are in Asia turned away from me . . . turned their backs on me . . .  deserted me . . . have treated me coldly . . . have discarded me . . . among whom are . . .”  


“Phygelus deserted.”

“Hermogenes deserted.”

In addition, in chapter 2, Paul records that Hymeneus and Philetus wandered away.  In chapter 3, Paul reminds Timothy that Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses.  And in chapter 4, Paul tells Timothy that Demas, having loved this world, deserted Paul.  


Paul is not beating around the bush.  He is naming names.  
_____________________________________________________________

But there is also a better class of men recorded.  

“The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus for he often refreshed me . . . cheered me . . . revived my spirit . . . gave me fresh 

vigour . . .  put fresh heart into me . . .  reviving and bracing me like fresh 

air . . .  and was not ashamed of my chains . . . you know this better than I can tell you . . .” 

“Onesiphorus was not ashamed of me.” 

“Onesiphorus was loyal.”  


What could we take from these passages?  What is probably the biggest thing that kinda just jumps out at us?  


Some men are loyal, some are not!  


It takes a lot of courage, over a long time, to be a loyal man. 
“There is greatness in patient endurance, in unyielding loyalty, in steadfast adherence to vows given, to promises made.”









- Sid Greenberg

“We are in the same boat in a stormy sea, and we owe each other a terrible loyalty.”





- G.K. Chesterton


“I hate the work of those that fall away; it shall not fasten its grip 

on me.  My eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land . . .”









- David, Psalm 101


“Alone we can do so little.  Together we can do so much.”









- Helen Keller


Brothers, we demonstrate loyalty to His church - every day.  We are giving our lives for God’s people - every week.  We need to be teaching our people about loyalty and the honor of, “standing by one another.”  

“We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”
- 1 John 3:16

Why teach Christians about loyalty?  Why teach our churches about loyalty?  
One big reason is because we have each experienced loyalty, given from others, and have been blessed by it.  
As leaders we have received and shared loyalty.  
Among men, we have experienced something, man-to-man, that has blessed our hearts.  
There was and is a glory in commitment to each other.  
We would want our people to experience these things as well. 

The church is not a hobby – not for us.  
Sadly, the church is a hobby for many Christians in America.  
Our shared vision of a local church family united, and of a movement of churches united, is so much more than a hobby.  

Looking again at a few phrases from our chapter - 
“Therefore do not be ashamed . . .  nor of me His prisoner . . .  but join with me . . . Retain the standard . . . Guard this splendid trust.” 


“. . . all who are in Asia turned away from me . . . Phygelus deserted . . .  Hermogenes deserted.”

“However, Onesiphorus put fresh heart into me.  Onesiphorus was not ashamed of me.” 


“Onesiphorus was loyal.”  

John Calvin said that 2nd Timothy was written “Not so much with ink, but with blood.”  The Apostle Paul’s words sound very strong, very radical - don’t they?  


I know I might get into trouble by saying this, but I am just fed up with how Americans treat the church.  Often we Americans think church is just another club or activity or hobby.  

And I am tired of being afraid to correct this kind of shallow, non New Testament, kind of thinking.

We need more courage and commitment and honor - within our churches.   We need more loyalty in our churches.


I have actually heard that some Christians go to one church for the Sunday morning service, and to another church for small group, and to another group for youth ministry, and then to another church to get involved in their music, or in their different ministries.

I have heard of Christians who, year after year, have switched churches, over and over, and say that God led them to do so. 

This isn’t the way of the New Testament church.




W.W. J. D. ?  
This acronym is watered down in our world, here in America.  
Often it is re-interpreted as - 
 
W.W. J. D.  ?  
 “What  ‘do I think’  Jesus would do?”  
 And it becomes so selfish, so narcissistic, when we are the ones that act like we know what God feels.
How many of us have had people, over the last few years, good people, say to us – 
“I prayed about it and have taken that job offer.  I hope we find a good church there.  A church just like this one.  
Do you know of a good church in that town, Pastor? 


Somewhere I failed him.  I did not articulate just how glorious this vision, this cause - really is.  
I recognize that you might find a good meal or maybe even a better meal down the street.  But there is just something about eating supper at home.  There is a joy and a fulfillment that cannot be experienced anywhere else.  God wants loyalty and God wants us committed to our home church and to its people.


People are not just human beings.  Our people are not just part of a crowd. We are not just pinballs in a great big pinball machine. 
I like how C.S. Lewis put it: 

“There are no ordinary people.  You have never talked to a mere mortal.  Nations, cultures, arts, civilizations – these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat.”  
“It is immortals whom we walk with.  It is a serious thing to live in a society of immortals.”



- C.S. Lewis
The people that God has put with us are disciples and we need to disciple them.  We need to stop worrying about whether people love us.  Instead we need to be discipling them.  
Barna says that less than 40% of Christians who describe themselves as faithful members – even attend church.  
20-25% of the church in America changes church - every year!  


Some men are loyal, some are not!  

“We need someone or something, to which we must be loyal, if we are ever going to reach our potential.”

 - John Wooden

 
Owen McGeehon, one of our pastors in Phoenix, said it this way a few weeks ago on a Sunday morning.  He taught - 
“I need to declare my loyalty and commitment to God and others, more often.  Not be hesitant. There is power in declaring our loyalty to
 one another.”  
 Owen is right.



 


“The single biggest decision you will ever make, as a Christian, that will determine your success as a believer, is whether you will commit to your brothers and sisters for life.”
 
God wants us to be like Onesiphorus.  
God wants us to be like Jonathan’s armor bearer.
“Do all that is in your heart; turn yourself, and here I am with you according to your desire.”

  - the armor bearer, 1 Samuel 14:7
I remember from many years ago, at the end of a long summer.  Eric, Brent, Doug, Greg, were all so angry when we pastors thought it would be 

best to spread out their leadership into several new small groups.  
At first those dear young men were indignant.  Then they argued with us.  Then some of them broke down in tears.  I was getting upset.  But my fellow pastor saw something noble there.  
As they walked away, Jim said, “Boy, they sure do love one another.” 
“Following the Lord and doing His will, will link you heart-to-heart, and shoulder-to-shoulder, with the highest quality of men and women upon the face of the earth.”

- Jim McCotter

I am tired of men who declare their loyalty to God, but not to other men.  Our Lord desires brotherhood. I won’t walk with men who are not loyal.  They lack courage.  I don’t have time.  

- Brothers, here is my transition -  
While we probably know the importance of articulating loyalty within our local church, there is something else.  
Just how loyal are we to one another?  To our “brothers on the wall”?  
God will check and examine our hearts, our sometimes independent, autonomous, little pastors’ hearts.  
Be careful of being alone in loyalty only to your God.  He desires brotherhood.  And that’s where He can command the blessing.    


“Leadership is a two-way street, loyalty up and loyalty down.  Respect for one’s superiors; care for one’s crew.”    








- Grace Murray Hopper
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ASSOCIATION OF CHURCH​ES  

July, 1991 
I recognize that some of you are here today because of the strength of this excellent paper.  It showed a certain humility and a willingness to admit our mistakes.  

But if in your eyes, this is the paper that best describes our history, it would be overly self-deprecating.  God was with us in the beginning and God is with us today.  He led us then and He wants to lead us now.

God has greatly blessed us, men.  


“To have no loyalty is to have no dignity and in the end,

 no manhood.”   



- Peter Taylor Forsyth

If we don’t understand this in our heart, then in our heart’s we will eventually feel like a spectator.  And then inevitably, a critic.  


- the Cause  photo.    Is there not a cause?  Could it have been an honor to be accused of being a cult, those many years ago?  Did we have something then, that may have been lost over the years?
I read the other day, concerning revivals, that, “In any awakening or revival, the first person to wake up is the Devil.”  So too the devil took note of what we were doing.  I hope he notices us now.  

Persecution became very real in those early days. But we did not really worry about it, because we knew in Whom we believed and we knew that we could entrust our lives and future and reputation to Him. 

God delivered us. And He is delivering us still.

When you walk through battles together, God unites hearts. He united our hearts in a special way. The Lord used our persecutions and our shared trials to fiercely unite us.  
Not only within each of our churches, but between our different churches, between our fellowships scattered now across many states.  

Jim McCotter, a good friend to many and an early leader in this movement’s history, said the following.  It was right in the middle of a wave of very difficult persecution, that we were all facing together.  
I will never forget Jim’s words.  Even though we were being attacked, Jim saw beyond the attack, and looked ahead down the road.  

Jim said –

“Join us!  If you chose not to, you will still hear about us.  What God is going to do through us.  In good report and evil report.  And you will say to yourself, ‘I once knew them.’”

Recently, talking with Nelson Guerra, I heard his glowing memory of those early years.  His comment was, “God really did give us something, didn’t He, Rick?”
“Never let loyalty and kindness get away from you! Wear them like a necklace; write them deep within your heart.”
- Prov. 3:3  NLT

All the best teams in sports usually get to a point in their season where they stop and say, “I’m just playing for the guys in this locker room.”  
Who are we playing for?  Don’t keep starting over, from team to team.  God never leads a Christian to separate for himself, to seek his 
own desire.  Do you remember that classic line, “He who trusts in men will make fewer mistakes than he who distrusts them.”?  Brothers, this is still true today.    

Thinking about football, I read about some young football players in California who succeeded in getting their league’s championship game moved from a Sunday to a Tuesday.
How did they do it?  Of the players on the team, five said they wouldn’t play if the game was a conflict with church.  The rest of the team backed them up, and also pledged to boycott the game out of respect for their teammates.

“We started as a team, we should end as a team,” said the quarterback, Jonathan Lyles in the Los Angeles Times.

Some men are loyal, some are not!  
Probably one of the wildest, craziest, most hair-brained examples of 

Biblical loyalty in all the Old Testament is in 2nd Samuel, where David became thirsty.  
And it is also a magnificent example.  


“And David had a craving and said, ‘Oh that someone would give me water to drink from the well of Bethlehem which is by the gate!’  
So the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, and drew water from the well of Bethlehem which was by the gate, and took it and brought it to David.”  


- 2 Samuel 23:15-16
“Jim, why do people get so upset with us?  When they leave?”


“The single biggest decision you will ever make, as a Christian, that will determine your success as a believer, is whether you will commit to your brothers and sisters for life.”
A true story – 
“Two brothers fighting in the same company in World War II. One was hit by a German bullet.  The one who escaped asked permission of his sergeant to go back and bring his brother in. 

“He is probably dead,” said the officer and, “there is no use in you risking your life.”  But after more pleading the officer consented.  

And just as the older brother reached safety with his wounded brother on his shoulders, the wounded kid brother died.

“There, you see,” said the officer, “you risked your life for nothing.”  

“No,” replied Tom.  “I did what he expected of me.  When I found him and took him in my arms, he said, ‘Tom, I knew you would come.’”

There you have it.  This is loyalty.  Someone expects something noble and unselfish of us; someone expects us to be faithful.”  
That someone is God.  That someone is our brother.


-Walter MacPeek
We did not just choose a different career path, gentlemen.  
We need to remember aright.  
We dreamed!  
And we dreamed together.  
Don’t ever forget. 
If our next twenty-five years, as a movement of churches, will hold any glory, and if God blesses us, and we are able to do noble deeds – than we need to believe in the power of loyalty today, and we need to preach it and display it. 

Pray.
- Rick Whitney, June 2005
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