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- a little late . . . for father’s day.

I am honored to speak before you men - my brothers.  And I will be honest – a little intimidated.  But I am encouraged by Paul’s testimony where he wrote that he,  “Did not shrink from declaring to you . . .  the whole purpose of God.”   

And I will not shrink.   

I am a dad and the role of a father is what we are talking about this morning.  

My topic was the New Testament Family.  But together we are hard pressed to find any example in the New Testament, (or throughout the Bible) of a sane, committed, Christian family.  And if we find any, they are in very short supply.  

So I decided to change my focus.  Because there are no New Testament Families apart from New Testament Men, I wish to speak to you men, and your role with your own family at home.  

First off, I want to admit that I am torn between two judgments on the state of our families. On just how we are doing as pastors with our own kids.  

It is either -  
“We are failing far too often! With too many of our sons 

and daughters.  It is an epidemic!”

             or -
    
“No Rick, it is not an epidemic.  We are just going through     

  

normal trials with our teens and we will weather it.”

Some of you men are going to “check out” at this point.  Because you either do not have children yet, or your kids are so young, that you can not imagine being anxious about their future.  My request is that you would not.

And I don’t want to burden any of you men.  We are growing up as a movement and growing older, and some of the trials we are experiencing are part of this aging. 

But in my more honest moments, I truly believe, we are caught up in a terrible epidemic with our youth.  

If these trials and sin and “attitudes,” all resulted in our children getting cancer, we would be galvanized and jolted out of any doubts as to the severity of our present condition.  We would take action.  My prayer is that we will take action.  

I am concerned about how we are raising this next generation that lives right in our home.   There are needs in our families.  Twenty years ago we would never have dreamed about the kind of challenges we are now experiencing with our own youth.  

Our marriages and our families in this movement of churches are under terrible attack, and these attacks will only increase.  And it’s our job to respond and defend.

The world does not help us.  All our culture has to offer us are silly examples, like Raymond from Everybody Loves Raymond.  

( How many of us have seen an episode?) 

Raymond seems to do only three things well.

A.  He cowers before his mom.

B.  He whines for sex.

C.  He complains - a lot! 

Thinking of Raymond, I sometimes wonder whether we too are often just that same kind of nice guy.   Or are we Christian men?  

Nice guys often say things like . . .   “ I can’t. . .   I won’t, it’s pretty hard . . . 

 My son just  doesn’t seem to . . . My girl just doesn’t want to . . .  I’ve tried everything.”

 Sounds like just so much whining - doesn’t it? 
A Pastor recently wrote me before I spoke at his church. This is what he said:

Dear Rick,

I thought it might be helpful to share with you several patterns that I see in the dads of our church. Your material probably covers these issues, but if not, it would be helpful to address them.

The first thing I see is that many of our dads are passive in their approach to marriage and raising their kids.  They have given the primary responsibility to the moms and to the church.  Because of this we have a number of homes where there are men who refuse to lead and women who now won't let them.  They have been in this pattern for so long it is hard to break.

 
The second thing I see is that men are not as involved as they need to be in the area of discipline and character development in their children.  Numerous parents seem to be clueless in this area and unwilling to pay the price necessary to be successful.

 
The third thing I see is that Dads do not know how to impart a vision to their children to live for something bigger than themselves and the "American Dream."  

As long as they can get them through the teen years without a major blowout(sex, alcohol, drugs) and graduate with decent grades, they feel they have done their job.  

Too few kids are owning their own faith, growing up to serve the Lord, impacting their generation with the gospel.  

Too many are getting sucked up into the public school culture and turning into prodigal sons and daughters.

 
Rick, I've been addressing these issues through the pulpit, marriage and family counseling, and through marriage focused small groups.  I guess what I'm trying to say is that I don't believe we are at a place where moms and dads need just a little tweaking in their approach.  They need an overhaul.

 
Thanks for being a part of the mission that we have to see dramatic change and fruitfulness in the marriages and families at our church.








Sincerely. . . 

Men, every family that we are reaching in our churches is coming to us for answers and help.  And they are looking for example.  But we carry around some fears. Fears that we will be exposed and found out as fathers.  That others will know we really aren’t getting it done.

We come home.  We walk in the door.  And right off the bat we are dealing with things.  Moodiness, sullenness, closed doors, painful quiet, disrespect.  And we start dealing with it.  Day after day we are dealing with it.  

Let me tell you something, brothers.  If we are dealing with these kind of issues day after day – we really aren’t dealing with it.  We have not changed things.  We are just involved in this painful back and forth.  So eventually we will check out.  
Henry David Thoreau said, “The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation.”  

I am concerned that many, many of us are desperate.  And maybe more of us should be.  

Then change our minds and repent.


“Eighty eight percent of the children raised in evangelical homes leave church at the age of 18  - never to return.”     - research gathered by the Southern Baptist Council on Family Life, in 2002.

I have to ask.  “Why do so many of our children, our own kids, pastors’ kids, go through such terrible mistakes, go off the deep end?”   Why do they?  

Two simple reasons.  Because Satan is not unintelligent.  And because we are involved in a serious, serious spiritual battle.  We better buckle up, brothers.

Do you know what a “mamone” is?   Fifty percent of all the men who live in Rome, ages 20 – 40, live at home with their mothers?!  That’s almost 300,000 males. This is a mamone - selfish, weak, immoral.  And Rome has gone through this before.

We are in danger of raising the same kind of boys and girls, right here.  

All we seem to offer our youth is vanity and trivia.  You hear it in their speech.

“Oh, my gosh!  Is that a pimple?”   “Don’t you think I need braces?”  “I just have to have that pair of Sketchers.”  “Don’t touch my hair.  It’s perfect.”   “Leave me alone, I’m playing Halo.”  “I’m gonna be first in line to see Spider Man 2!”   “Man, I’ve seen The Lord of the Rings eight times!”     

Our boys get inoculated from ever accomplishing anything significant - by 

instead gaining silly satisfaction from endless, mindless games and constant, ramped up, expensive entertainment. 

Our whole society is always preening before mirrors and worried about our appearance.  “Make-overs” are everywhere.  Just vanity and trivia.

The Masai of Africa are today probably urbanized, like everyone else, touristy and weak.  Many of them seem to show up in the NBA. I am sure they all carry a cell phone.   But Eldredge caught our attention, when he wrote,  “In the Masai tribe, a man is not allowed to court a woman, until he has first killed a lion.”  

Where have we given our youth their chance to kill their lions?





Here are a few questions.  Obviously these are leading questions.  
1.  Are we a Great Commission family?  Are we really a Great Commission family?

2.   As fathers do we believe that our kids are the best thing we will ever do and the only thing that will give us peace in our later life?  Do we believe this?  Don’t give your life to many battles, men, and miss this one.  

3.  If I cannot reach my own kids, the youth that I live with 24/7, how can I really hope to reach anyone else?  My heart is not to judge or disqualify.  But we have to take stock, if we are going to change.  

4.  Are we tempted to feel discouraged, embarrassed or ashamed?  Let’s not be ashamed, brothers.  Instead, let’s address things.  “This I say for your own benefit; not to put a restraint upon you, but to promote what is seemly.”   - 1 Corinthians 7:35

When it comes to this struggle with our youth, many of us are just naïve. We are surprised at the cost.  And we are not resolute.  If we are always wondering about whether we are ‘winning with our kids’, we are at best distracted and worried, and have probably already lost the day.  

You remember that scene where Henry the 5th is talking to his troops?  What he is saying, over and over, is that there is a glory here.  But it is going to be bloody.  

Being a father is the role we each have.  It requires from every one of us a strong level of leadership.  I am not talking about whether we are gifted as a leader.  Some of us are, some of us are not.  But every one of us has the duty and the role of every day showing up as a leader/father.

Yogi Berra said, when he was asked, “Yogi, don’t you know anything?”  

He responded,  “I don’t even suspect anything.”  and  “Slump? It ain’t no slump. I just ain’t hitting.”  

Yogi Berra also said, “We may be lost, but we’re making good time.”  

Men, we cannot afford to become a group of Yogi Berras’.  Too much is at stake.

5.  Does it surprise us dads, that we can not just be watchers of our youth?  That we have to train them instead?  Let’s take stock of what we have really trained them in.  What can they really do?  Our own fathers could do almost anything.  Have we passed this on?  We own big houses, big yards and yet our kids are often holed up in their rooms, in front of a computer, hour after hour, day after day.


Men, none of us had perfect fathers.  Did you have a hard dad?  I had one.  Did you have an uninvolved dad?  One who was pretty caught up in his work?  I had one.  


But who cares!  I will not be permissive just because he was hard.  I can not pendulum swing in reaction to my father’s failings.  

I will give an account for my own work with my own family.   
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def. Authoritative: refers to a person who supports a position or a principle.  This person deserves our acceptance and our obedience.  A Christian man, pastor, father, must be authoritative.  

“Train up a child in the way he should go;  Even when he is old he will not depart from it.”  - Proverbs.   I can react to this Scripture in two ways.  I can say that the Scripture is not true.  That it does not always work.  Or I can respond in a different way.  

If they do depart, then I need to admit that I have not trained them in something.   

6. Have we admitted this?

The Christian man is not soft.  I believe we are all too feminine in our parenting, here in America.  The Apostle Paul knew that men needed to appreciate not only what a mother brings, but also what a father brings - his strength.

“But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. Having thus a fond affection for you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become very dear to us. . . . . .   You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward you believers; just as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children.”







- 1 Thessalonians 2:7,11

God asks for a stubborn faith from Christian men.  7.  Brothers, are we still stubbornly believing for our families?  Or have we kind of thrown in the towel?

Just a thought on other Christians who are speaking into our sons’ and daughters’ lives.  There are other good voices besides our own.  But an observation -  

- A youth worker communicates with our teenagers like two people, each with a can up against their ear, connected by a string.   A mom communicates with her boy or girl, more like a walkie/talkie.  But a Dad talks and communicates with his teen, just as clearly as a phone line.   

    
Whether we have sons or daughters, we must communicate with them.   I remember my daughter once declaring, when she was going through a hard time and hearing from lots of people, getting lots of conflicting counsel. “I don’t care what anyone says, I will listen to dad.”   

A leader said this, “Great men have wills, weak men only wishes.”  This may be the hardest question of all.  8. Do we honestly think we can impose our will on our child and still build a healthy, creative, spirited soul?  Do we really believe we can overcome our teen’s flesh and yet still build a strong, young adult?             I do.

9.  Are we tempted to think that a Christian leader/father, is just a cold drill sergeant?  Do you think that I am only just about the “No’s”?  

Then you do not know me, brother. We need relationship with, and authority over our kids.  We need affection and discipline.  Incredible amounts of both.  Lots of hugs and lots of affection and lots of “no’s.”  It keeps them confused.   (  

  
Remember  . . . “When dealing with our children, we keep one thing in mind, we are bigger than they are, and it is our house.”     

- Jean Kerr from Please Don’t Eat the Daisies.
New Testament men fail.  So what!  We make mistakes, but we get up.  Nice guys seem to only “try.”   A nice guy just keeps whining.  That is about the sum of it.   

A Christian man however, repents, changes his mind, and then begins a better course of action.  Maybe over and over, but he begins anew.  

Proverbs says that, “The children of the godly stand firm.”   10.  In leading our youth, do we men understand that, “All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.”  - Hebrews.  Are there results, fruit, trained character, that stands up in the end?

Here are the most important questions.  - Are they saved?  -Are they involved in the King’s business?  - Are they involved in our business?  To put it another way.
- Have they our faith?   Have they our heart?

- Have they ever said, ‘I just want to do what you’re doing, Dad?’ 

· If not, why not?  Many youth have grown up wanting to be “Just like their
 old man.”  Even this phrase now sounds odd today, doesn’t it?, kind of old fashioned, quaint.  It should not.  

Do our teens want to be like us?  We have to be honest here.  If we are only raising intelligent, moral young people – this was not all we dreamed of, was it?  

We dreamed of more.   

Brothers, we cannot be weak.  We cannot be passive.  Remember Aslan from 

C.S. Lewis’ books?

“Aslan? Is he a man?” asked Lucy.

“Aslan, a man?  Certainly not.  I tell you that He is the King of the Wood and the Son of the great Emperor-beyond-the-Sea.  Aslan is a lion - the Great Lion.”

“Oh, I thought he was a man.” She asked, “ Is he safe?”  
“Safe?  Who said anything about safe.   Course He isn’t safe.  But He’s good.”
 And that is the key, isn’t it, brothers.

Nehemiah records that, “When I saw their fear, I rose and spoke to them.  ‘Do not be afraid.  Remember the Lord who is great and awesome and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives.’”


 

A Christian man is energized to do good and to fight for his people.  

Whatever it takes!

In my parenting seminar I often receive questions.  

During the first hour men come up and ask, “I can’t get my three year old to eat his breakfast.”  During the next few hours, the questions usually sound like this, “I don’t know what to do with their temper tantrums. Or their attitude.”  

And sometimes later in the day, with our older teens we wonder, “I just seem to have lost them. I have lost their heart.  Do you have any ideas, Rick?”  


But over the last few months, increasingly I have had men come up to me, when I have deferred their questions till later, and they have apologized and said, 

“I’m sorry I even asked that question earlier Rick, about eating their breakfast.”      . . . “Rick, I can deal with their attitude.  You don’t need to answer that.”  . . .    and 

“Don’t worry, I am going to recapture their heart – or die trying.  I now know what you’re talking about, brother. . .  ”


These men caught it.  They regained their will.


We are going to need tremendous levels of courage- proactive, big-hearted courage. Not a small, controlling attitude or spirit. Big courage, men. Could I illustrate from one of my favorite authors?  The book is Dead Man’s Walk by Larry McMurtry.


(Our heroes, Gus and Call, are very young men, boys really, just recently recruited to the Texas Rangers.  The year is about 1840 and the place is the wastelands of west Texas.  Their ranks are being decimated by the Comanche.  

Their job is to escort a British Lady across these lands to eastern Texas and civilization.  She had been at a Spanish mission and needed their help. Here is the passage and the lesson.)

“In the vastness of the desert each reduction of the group made them realize how small they were, how puny, in relation to the space they were traveling through.  

“We’re back where it’s wild again,” Call said.


Lady Carey happened to overhear the remark – she drew rein for a moment, looking toward a faint outline of mountains in the east.

“Yes, it’s wild, isn’t it,” she said.  “It’s like a smell.  I smelled it in Africa and now I smell it here.”

“It means we have to be careful,” Call said.


Lady Carey looked again at the distant mountains.  

“Quite the contrary, Corporal Call,” she said.  “It means we have to be wild, like 

the wild men.”

She turned her head toward him and sat watching him for a moment.  

(Brothers, there are many women watching us.) 

Call couldn’t see her eyes through the several dark veils, but he knew she was watching him. 


Although she had been always polite, Call felt nervous, knowing that her hidden eyes were fixed on him.  

“Are you wild enough, Corporal Call?”  Lady Carey asked.  “I have a feeling 

you are.”  


“I guess we’ll see, ma’am,” Call said.”
                  - page 443


Brothers, are we courageous enough to win back their hearts?  I think we are.

I love you men. I hope you take the time necessary to evaluate how you are doing with your own troops. 

This really is not about the kids or our teens. It’s about us, brothers! 

I have not given you three easy keys and then you just turn the lock. 

This is a heart challenge.

Resolve. Agree with me that we will not give up. 

That we will fight for their hearts. 

Keep pressing, Rick Whitney
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