Great Commission Northwest

Moving Out of the Doldrums
“But my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no
pleasure in him.”





- Hebrews 10:38


“But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all; the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so he will fall on his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you.”    - 1 Cor. 14:24,25
An old Keith Green song goes something like this:


“My eyes are dry,


  My faith is old,


   My heart is hard,


    My prayers are cold.”

And the refrain asks, “What can be done with an old heart like mine?”  

What can be done for us?  What can be done with our hearts if they are hard, dry, 
old or cold?  

I once heard someone use a startling quote on this subject of spiritual lukewarmness, apathy and dullness of soul.  He said, “There is no great future for any people whose faith has burned out.”  No future, if our faith is old.

We are often comforted when we read in God’s Word that our future is bright, with the Lord.  But what about those seemingly hardened, cynical believers we all have contact with?  

Those Christians who have seemingly quit.  All their glory years are past tense.  Everything exciting in their spiritual walk occurred ten years ago.  
And what about us?  If this is our posture?  
If we shrink back from living on the edge, by faith, believing - - He has no delight in us!  

“Without faith it is impossible to please Him”.  Now I know that the context of this passage deals primarily with salvation, but I also know that if our faith is not of the daily, using kind - we are of all people, most pitiful.

I’m not sure I have a lot of answers to this daily battle against ‘ennui ’- but I know that we must fight it.  I know that this fight against “indifference” and “security” is constant.  
I know that many quietly fall asleep. And they are never heard from again.

I am told that real pearls must be often worn, to remain lustrous.  If they are stored away for long periods of time their glow begins to fade.  Pearls must have regular contact with human skin to remain attractive.  Unused pearls grow dull.  

What a perfect illustration for the proper use of our faith.  Faith needs to be used, not left on the mantle like some dusty, old trophy.

If our eyes are a little dry, if our prayers are a little cold, one sure remedy is to pray a simple, one sentence prayer, before you have your quiet time.  One I use all the time. 
This prayer is guaranteed to electrify your day.  It goes like this . . . 
“Lord, here in your Book, show me Something that I can Do, This Day.  
And I will Do It.”          Try it.  I dare you.
Awhile back I read The Acts of King Arthur and His Noble Knights by John Steinbeck. 


Late in their life, Queen Guinevere and King Arthur both recognized that they and their 
knights were suffering from a sort of ennui. They were stuck in a funk.  In a kind of doldrums, of the spirit.

To be in a ‘doldrum’ out on the high seas, is to experience no wind. The sails are limp.  The boat is going nowhere.  

So too with their soldiers, their knights. They were bored and a little stale. 

How do you move out of this kind of spiritual listlessness? 

The Queen shared the following with her King, her husband King Arthur. 

            
“They need a quest. It is one thing to make oneself great, but quite another to try to 


           be not small.


 I think that every man wants to be larger than himself, and that he can be, only if 


          he is part of something immeasurably larger than himself. 


The best knight in the world, if he is unchallenged, finds himself shrinking. 


We must seek a way to declare a great war on little things. 


We must find a word, a thought, a standard, under  which small evils may enlist in 


         a great wrong.”

          “That word, that thought, that standard” for the Christian is the Word of God.  

And the best cause in the world is to be involved in the most challenging, heroic struggle that God has ever left for the sons of men, to be engaged in.  That struggle is the advancement of God’s Kingdom here on earth.  The advancement of His Gospel.  The building up of His church.  

When we are energized with His thoughts, when we are memorizing His Bible, and sharing what we are learning with each other - our faith comes alive!

And when visitors or friends hear how real our faith is, when it actually affects our speech, it will deeply impact them.  When they hear just how real our Lord is to us - it really does touch and influence people. 

The verse at the top of this page promises that when we are prophesying to each other, when we are sharing His Word with each other - with feeling and belief - it is at this very moment that we have the greatest effect on this world.










-Rick Whitney

