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Memorization Tips

By memorizing passages of the Bible you can equip yourself to be well prepared for many different situations.  It is useful in fighting temptation, guarding doctrine, encouraging others, and counseling.  Although it may seem like a difficult process at first, you’ll find that some of the tips below will make the process much easier.

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. NIV

2 Timothy 3:16,17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. NIV

Realize that you can memorize - repetition over time is the key.

Chances are you can finish most of the following sentences:

I am stuck on Band-Aid . . . 

Four score and . . .

I pledge allegiance . . . 

Can you sing the theme song to Friends, The Partridge Family, or Gilligan’s Island?  Can you remember at least some of the lines from your favorite song?  Chances are you can.  Not only that, but you know your phone number, address, and social security number.  Those aren’t catchy jingles, but raw data.  And yet you remember those obscure pieces of information and many other similar facts – without even trying.  How did you do that? You saw, heard, and wrote them again and again – repetition over time.

Some people may have photographic memories, but almost everyone can and does memorize.  If you hear something enough times you will memorize it.  It doesn’t matter how long it is or how obscure it is, if you hear it enough times you will memorize it.  Repetition is the key!

Write it out

Always write memory verses out on cards so that they can be reviewed in flash card style.  The memory verses in this program are already printed out for you in the New International Version.  If you’d like to memorize them in a different version you will need to write them out on index cards.

Say it the same every time – word-for-word.

When memorizing verses always aim to get them 100% correct.  This is important for two reasons.  First of all, because the Bible is the word of God, it is important to remember and speak it as accurately as possible.  Secondly, remembering it word-for-word makes it easier to remember.  Complete the following: “80 and…”  Do you know what it is?  It is usually said as, “Four score and…”  Although saying “80 and” is the equivalent of the other, it does not trigger what comes next.  Saying “Four score and…” triggers the appropriate response of “…seven years ago.”  Saying a verse the exact same way helps you in the same way.  Saying the first part of the verse right triggers the second part of the verse.  Saying it not quite right may make the whole verse harder to remember.  So although learning it word-for-word might seem unnecessarily difficult at first, in the long run you’ll find that it makes the whole process easier.

Learn the reference first and repeat it the most.

The reference (i.e. “John 3:16”) is the most abstract part of the verse, but you can still memorize it.  After all, you memorized your social security number, right?  Just because it’s abstract doesn’t mean you can’t do it.  It is still just a matter of repetition over time.  But since it is the hardest part, repeat it the most.  Learn it first, and say it before the verse and after the verse every time you read it or try to say it from memory.

Learn several verses at once.

Why?  Because repetition over time is the key.  You can “memorize” a verse fairly quickly.  Unfortunately, once you can say the whole verse without looking you think you have it memorized already – but you don’t.  You won’t remember it the next day.  So what you can do is to start learning another verse right away.  This flushes the first verse from your memory.  Now, when you go back to review the first verse, you’ll find that you’ve forgotten it.  As you work on it again, your mind will have to once again work at recalling the verse.  You’re adding the time element (of “repetition over time”) in a shorter period.  

Let’s say you want to learn 5 verses in five days.  If you try to learn one a day you’ll really struggle.  In the one-a-day program on day five you’ll probably know 2 or 3 fairly well, and 2 or 3 not well at all.  Another idea is to try to start learning all five verses on the first day, and then work on all five each day.  For the first few days you may be very frustrated and discouraged at your lack of progress.  However, after the third or forth day all of a sudden things will start clicking.  By day five you’ll find that you know them all pretty well.  Memorizing several verses at once is simply getting a bigger bang for your buck.  It’s just the principle of repetition over time at work.

Review as frequently as possible.

The more you can review the better.  Carry your verse cards with you at all times.  You may want to put them in an old checkbook or Daytimer cover, or even in an Altoids mints can.  Review them while waiting in lines, before bed, during commercials, or in the bathroom or car.  You may even be surprised to find that once you get the hang of memorization, you can do an incredible amount of memorization just in your free time!

Don’t strain to remember verses.

Getting it right is not the key; repetition is the key.  When you are straining to remember a verse, you are not repeating it.  If you are not repeating it, you are not memorizing.  If you are not memorizing you are wasting your time, and making an easy task painful.  If you keep it simple you’ll enjoy it more and do it longer.  

Keep reviewing.

Keep reviewing all the verses that you know.  Review the ones you have a harder time with frequently.  Don’t get discouraged.  You can do it!

Set a goal and a plan.
Pick some verses or a verse program.  Set a time.  (I recommend mornings.) Find someone to do it with.

Basic Memory Verses

Sometimes referred to as the "PGT" verses

GUARANTEES:




 Life
1 John 5:11-13


 Forgiveness
Acts 10:43


 Joy
John 16:24


 Growth
2 Timothy 3:16,17


 Success
Joshua 1:8


 Victory
1 Corinthians 10:13

GOSPEL:




 Believe
John 3:16


 Life
John 10:10



 Receive
John 1:12


 Grace
Ephesians 2:8,9


 Sin
Romans 3:23



 Substitute
1 Corinthians 15:3,4



 How
Romans 10:9-13



 New
2 Corinthians 5:17

SECURITY:




 Complete
Philippians 1:6



 Sealed
Ephesians 1:13,14

CHRIST'S DEITY:




 God
John 1:1,14



 One
John 10:30,33


HOLY SPIRIT:




 Baptize
1 Corinthians 12:13


 Dwells
Romans 8:9


 Temple
1 Corinthians 3:16


WORD:




 Bread
Matthew 4:4



 Living
Hebrews 4:12



 Daily
Acts 17:11



 Memorize
Proverbs 22:18


 Meditate
Psalm 1:2,3


 Priority
Job 23:12



PRAYER:




 Anything
John 14:13,14



 Believe
Mark 11:24



 Pleasing
1 John 3:22



 His Will
1 John 5:14-15



 United
Matthew 18:19



 Unceasing
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

OBEDIENCE:




 Doers
James 1:22


 Faithful
Luke 16:10

WITNESS:


 Unashamed
Romans 1:16


 Opportunity
Colossians 4:5

POWER:


 Power
2 Timothy 1:7


 Strength
Philippians 4:13

PROVISION:


 All
Philippians 4:19


 Abundant
2 Corinthians 9:8

REAL LOVE:


 Goal
1 Corinthians 13:1-8

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT:


 Character
Galatians 5:22,23

CHRIST'S RETURN:


 Anxious
Philippians 3:20


 Soon
Hebrews 10:37

COMMITMENT:


 Cross
Luke 9:23-25


 Sacrifice
Romans 12:1,2


 For Him
2 Corinthians 5:14,15


 Life
Philippians 1:21


 All
1 Corinthians 10:31


 First
Matthew 6:33


 Together
Hebrews 10:25


 World
Matthew 28:19-20

Pay attention and listen to the sayings of the wise; apply to your heart what I teach,

for it is pleasing when you keep them in your heart and have all of them ready on your lips.

So that your trust may be in the Lord, I teach you today, even you.

Proverbs 22:17-19

The Topical Memory System

Series A: Live the New Life


Christ the Center
 2 Corinthians 5:17
 Galatians 2:20


Obedience to Christ
 Romans 12:1
 John 14:21


God’s Word
 2 Timothy 3:16
 Joshua 1:8


Prayer
 John 15:7
 Philippians 4:6,7


Fellowship
 Matthew 18:20
 Hebrews 10:24,25


Witnessing
 Matthew 4:19
 Romans 1:16

Series B: Proclaim Christ


All Have Sinned
 Romans 3:23
 Isaiah 53:6


Sin’s Penalty
 Romans 6:23
 Hebrews 9:27


Christ Paid the Penalty
 Romans 5:8
 1 Peter 3:18


Salvation Not by Works
 Ephesians 2:8,9
 Titus 3:5



Must Receive Christ
 John 1:12
 Revelation 3:20


Assurance of Salvation
 1 John 5:13
 John 5:24

Series C: Rely on God’s Resources


His Spirit
 1 Corinthians 3:16
 1 Corinthians 2:12


His Strength
 Isaiah 41:10
 Philippians 4:13


His Faithfulness
 Lamentations 3:22,23
 Numbers 23:19


His Peace
 Isaiah 26:3
 1 Peter 5:7


His Provision
 Romans 8:32
 Philippians 4:19


His Help in Temptation
 Hebrews 2:18
 Psalm 119:9,11

Series D: Be Christ’s Disciple


Put Christ First
 Matthew 6:33
 Luke 9:23



Separate from the World
 1 John 2:15,16
 Romans 12:2


Be Steadfast
 1 Corinthians 15:58
 Hebrews 12:3


Serve Others
 Mark 10:45
 2 Corinthians 4:5


Give Generously
 Proverbs 3:9,10
 2 Corinthians 9:6,7


Develop World Vision
 Acts 1:8
 Matthew 28:19,20

Series E: Grow in Christlikeness


Love 
 John 13:34,35
 1 John 3:18


Humility
 Philippians 2:3,4
 1 Peter 5:5,6


Purity
 Ephesians 5:3
 1 Peter 2:11


Honesty
 Leviticus 19:11
 Acts 24:16


Faith
 Hebrews 11:6
 Romans 4:20,21


Good Works
 Galatians 6:9,10
 Matthew 5:16

The complete TMS program can be purchased for under $13: 

     NavPress.com :: Topical Memory System 

Outreach Express

Memory Verses
1. I can be sure that I have eternal life
1 John 5:13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

2. God loves me.

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

3. I have sinned.

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

4. Sin is death.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

5. Perfection is needed.

James 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.  


6. I’m not saved by works.

Ephesians 2:8,9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.  

7. Christ died for me.

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

8. I’m saved by belief.

John 3:36 “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him.”

9. Jesus is the only way.

John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”

10. Eternal life is guaranteed.

John 5:24 “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.” 

Outreach Verses

God

Love: 1 John 4:8 “Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”

Holy: 1 Peter 1:16 “for it is written: "‘Be holy, because I am holy’."

Pure: Habakkuk 1:13a “Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong.”

Righteous: Psalm 11:7 “For the LORD is righteous, he loves justice; upright men will see his face.”

Just: Romans 2:5-11  But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.  6God "will give to each person according to what he has done."  7To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life.  8But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.  9There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; 10but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  11For God does not show favoritism.

Man
Independent/Rebellious: Isaiah 53:6  “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

Unrighteous/Sinful: Romans 3:23  “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

Sin/Death
Separation: Isaiah 59:2  “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”

Death: Romans 6:23  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Physical: Hebrews 9:27  “Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment”

Spiritual: Ephesians 2:1  “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins”

Eternal: 2 Thessalonians 1:8,9  “He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power.”

Attempts
Religion: Matthew 7:21-23  "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  22Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'  23Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'

Philosophy: 1 Corinthians 1:20  Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?

Good works: Ephesians 2:8, 9  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith --and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--  not by works, so that no one can boast.”

Isa 64:6a  All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.

Best we can: James 2:10  “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.”

God in the Flesh
Colossians 2:9  “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form”

Claimed it: John 10:30,33  “I and the Father are one.”  33“We are not stoning you for any of these," replied the Jews, "but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God."

Miracles: John 14:11  Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.

Sinless life: John 8:46  Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don't you believe me?

Prophecy: Luke 24:27  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

Resurrection: John 2:18-22  Then the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?"  19Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days."  20The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?"  21But the temple he had spoken of was his body.  22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Christ
Isaiah 53:5  “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.”

1 Peter 3:18  “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit”

Romans 5:8  “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Believe
Believe: John 3:16  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Repent: Acts 17:30  In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent.

Faith: John 1:12  “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God--”

Confess: Romans 10:9  “That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”


First Steps
Eternal life: John 5:24  "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.

Forgiveness of sins: Acts 10:43  All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."

Indwelling Spirit: Ephesians 1:13,14  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the praise of his glory.

The Word: 1 Peter 2:2  Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,

Prayer: Hebrews 4:16  Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Miscellaneous
Romans 1:16 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”

Proverbs 22:29 Do you see a man skilled in his work?  He will serve before kings; he will not serve before obscure men. 

1 Thessalonians 2:8  We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.

John 15:5  "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

Advanced Outreach Verses

More verses to learn to improve your skills!

You can know you have eternal life!

1 John 5:13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

Love

Jeremiah 31:3 The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying:  "I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-kindness.

Righteousness is doing right.

1 John 3:7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

He will punish all unrighteousness.

Colossians 3:25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism.  

Nahum 1:3a The Lord is slow to anger and great in power; the Lord will not leave the guilty unpunished. 

Actions (even lack of)

James 4:17 Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.

Thoughts - Lust is adultery

Matthew 5:27,28 "You have heard that it was said, `Do not commit adultery.' 28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

Thoughts - Hate is murder

Matthew 5:21-22 "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 22But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell. 


Words

Matthew 12:36 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.

Hell  (Spoken by Jesus)

Matthew 25:46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."

How could a loving God send anyone to hell?  Well, that is not his desire...

1 Timothy 2:3,4 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.

Philosophy

Proverbs 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death. 

Romans 10:3 Because [the Jews] did not know the way that God makes people right with him, they tried to make themselves right in their own way.  So they did not accept God’s way of making people right. (NCV)

Good works

Romans 4:5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.

What about other religions?  Jesus is the only way!

John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me."

What about native in Africa, little children, and other difficult scenarios?

Deuteronomy 32:4 He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.

Jesus is God!

John 1:1,14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Jesus was sinless.

1 Peter 2:22 "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth."

Repent

Acts 3:19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.

Confess

Revelation 3:20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 

Assurance - Eternal life

John 5:24 "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 

Assurance - Forgiveness

Acts 10:43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."  

Assurance: Indwelling Spirit

Ephesians 1:13,14 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,  14who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the praise of his glory.   

Two way relationship - The Word

1 Peter 2:2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 

Two way relationship - Prayer

Hebrews 4:16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need

25 Character Areas

Not quick tempered vs. easily angered

Do you get angry at other drivers, your spouse or your children?  Do others around you notice this anger displayed, or do you immediately control it?  Are you frequently using a raised voice with your children?

Proverbs 14:17, 29; Matthew 5:22; Ephesians 4:26,31; Colossians 3:8; James 1:19,20

Family man / woman

Do other people want a marriage like yours, and/or children like yours?  Are your children a joy to be around?  Are you confident that your kids will turn out well?  Do your spouse and kids enjoy being around you?

Deuteronomy 6:6,7; Proverbs 19:18; 22:6; 29:17; Ephesians 5:22-33; Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 3:2-7,12; Titus 1:6-9; 1 Peter 3:1-7 

Committed, sacrificed life

Are you determined to do what God wants, even if it seems like other paths seem easier or more fulfilling?  Is God frequently on the back burner, while other things like school, work, or even recreation get most of the attention?  Are you determined to follow God, even if no one else around you will?

Mark 12:30; Matthew 6:33; 16:24; Luke 14:25-33 

Content vs. covetous

To you tend to buy lots of things that you can't afford (i.e. on credit)?  Are you happy with having things that are less than the best?

Exodus 20:17; Philippians 4:11,12; 
1 Timothy 6:6-8; Hebrews 13:5

Diligent vs. lazy

Do you devote hours of time to entertainment and recreation while neglecting your studies, work, home, or relationship with God?

Proverbs 12:24,27; 13:4; 14:23; 28:19,20; Colossians 3:23; 2 Thessalonians 3:9-12

Eternally minded

Does the thought of heaven and eternity bring you hope?  Is the fear of hardship or loss in this life overwhelming?

Psalm 90:12; Proverbs 14:32; 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31; 15:19; Colossians 1:5; Titus 2:13; 1 Peter 1:13


Man or woman of faith (vs. fearful)

Are you confident of your standing with God?  Is your perception of your relationship with God based on your feelings, or on what the Bible says?  Are you willing to step into roles that you feel ill equipped for?  Do you uses your gifts and talents when opportunities arise?  How's your prayer life?

Romans 14:23b; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 
2 Corinthians 5:7; Galatians 5:6b; Hebrews 11; James 2:26

Faithful vs. unfaithful

Are you careful to fulfill your responsibilities with even the small things?

Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 16:10; 
1 Corinthians 4:2; 1 Peter 4:10,11

Forgiving

Do you have bad feelings towards people that have harmed you in the past?  Are you bitter or do you have a grudge against anyone? 

Proverbs 19:11; Matthew 6:12; 18:21-22; Mark 11:25; Luke 6:37b; Luke 23:34a; Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13

Gentle vs. violent or overbearing

Would people characterize you as being harsh or overbearing?  Do you occasionally "let people have it" (verbally or physically) because they've "got it coming"?

1 Timothy 3:2-7; Titus 1:6-9; Galatians 5:22,23; Colossians 3:12

Giving, generous

Do you regularly give to the Lord and to those in need?  Do you give with a cheerful heart?  Are you a good tipper?  Do you see money as something that needs to be carefully managed and controlled, or more like a tool that you can use to do good? 

Matthew 6:24-33; Luke 16:9-15; Romans 12:8; 
2 Corinthians 8:7-9; 9:6-8; 1 Timothy 6:18

Honest vs. deceitful

Do you occasionally "bend the rules" for your own gain?  Do you give people answers that are half-truths or that are "legally correct"?

Leviticus 19:11; Proverbs 4:24; 10:9; 11:3; 12:17,20; 1 Peter 2:1


Humble vs. proud

Are you constantly worried about what other people think of you?  Is it important that your accomplishments are recognized?  Can you gracefully accept correction or criticism?  Do you act in ways that promote yourself instead of God or others?

Proverbs 22:4; 29:23; Micah 6:8; Matthew 18:4; Luke 14:10; Romans 12:3; Colossians 3:12; James 4:10; 1 Peter 5:5

Joyful

Do you grumble and complain a lot?  Do you enjoy praising God?

Romans 12:12; 2 Corinthians 6:10; Galatians 5:22; Philippians 2:14; 4:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:16 

Loving

Do you frequently think about what would be good or helpful for other people?  Do you try to put yourself in other people's shoes?  Do you make a conscious effort to tell or show others that you love them?  

Matthew 22:39; John 13:35; 15:12,13; Romans 12:9; 1 Corinthians 13; Galatians 5:22; Colossians 3:12; 1 Timothy 6:11; Titus 2:2; Hebrews 13:1; 1 Peter 1:22; 2 Peter 1:5-8; 1 John 3:16

Obedient

Are you more concerned with discovering truth, than obeying the truth that you already know?  If something is blatantly clear in the Bible, will you accept it even if it is a hard teaching?  Are you known more for your actions, or your stances on different issues?

John 14:15,21,23-24; 1 Corinthians 7:19; 
1 John 5:2; James 1:22 

Patient and enduring

Are you willing to wait for God's timing, or do you try to speed it along?  Have you struggled with questions for God that remain unresolved for years?  Do you have a pattern of continually switching majors, jobs, or churches?  Are you easily overwhelmed, tired, or discouraged to the point that you start dropping the ball in some of your high priority areas?

Romans 5:3,4; Galatians 6:9; 
2 Thessalonians 3:13; Hebrews 12:1-3; 
James 1:3,4; James 5:10,11; 2 Peter 1:5-8

Self controlled vs. indulgent

Can you say "no" to yourself in areas of your life that you would like to change?  Are there areas in your life that control you, rather than you controlling them?

Proverbs 25:28; Galatians 5:22-23, 1 Timothy 3:2-7; 2 Timothy 1:7; Titus 1:6-9; 2:2; 2:6; 
1 Peter 1:13; 4:7; 5:8; 2 Peter 1:5-8

Unselfish vs. selfish

Will you refrain from doing things that are not wrong, but that might be hard for others?  Do you think of ways to serve others and not do them because it is inconvenient for you?

Matthew 16:25; Romans 12:17; 14:21; 1 Corinthians 10:24; 13:5; 2 Corinthians 8:21; Philippians 2:3,4

Serving

Do you see it as a burden to serve others, or as a joy?  Do you frequently serve in ways which provide no reward?

Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:43-45; John 13:14-16; Romans 12:11; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 2 Corinthians 4:5; Galatians 5:13; 6:9-10; Ephesians 2:13; 4:16; 6:7,8; Philippians 2:3-7,20-21; Colossians 3:23; 1 Peter 2:16; 4:10,11

Sexually pure

Do you see the opposite sex as objects or people?  Do you look at or listen to material that no one else knows about?  When you have improper thoughts, do you feed them, or starve them?  

Proverbs 4:25; 27:20; Job 31:1; Matthew 5:27-30; Romans 13:13,14; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; Ephesians 4:19; 5:3,4;Colossians 3:5-8; 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-5; James 1:13-15; 
1 Peter 4:3-5; 1 John 2:15-17

Controlled vs. unrestrained speech 

Do you say things about people that you would never say if they were listening?  Are the things that you talk about typically helpful or building for your hearers?

Proverbs 10:19; 17:27; 21:23; 29:20; Ephesians 4:29; 5:4; Colossians 3:8; 4:6; James 1:19,26

Teachable vs. unresponsive

Are you eager to learn from others and the Bible?  Is it more important to you to be right, or to look right?

Proverbs 22:17; Acts 17:11; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 12:7; 13:17

Unified with others vs. divisive

Are you supportive of the direction of your leaders?  If you disagree with the direction a leader is going, do you tell the leader, or do you tell the followers?

John 17:23; Acts 4:32a; Romans 12:5; 15:5; 1 Corinthians 1:10; 12:25; Ephesians 4:3,16; Philippians 2:1,2; Colossians 2:2a; 
Hebrews 10:23-25

Upright, righteous

Are you more focused on what is honoring to God than on what you can get away with?

Romans 12:17; 2 Corinthians 8:21; Titus 1:6-9; 
1 Peter 1:14,15; 2 Peter 1:5-8; 1 Timothy 6:11; 
2 Peter 3:14

40440 Memory Verse Checklist

The Big 4:


Greatest Commandment
Mark 12:29-31



Golden Rule
Matthew 7:12



New Commandment
John 13:34



Great Commission
Matt. 28:19,20



Basic Faith Foundations:


Word
2 Timothy 3:16


Prayer
Philippians 4:6


Sin
Romans 3:23


Temptation
1 Cor 10:13


Eternal Life
Romans 6:23


Belief
John 1:12


Salvation
John 3:16


Spirit
Romans 8:9


Eternal Security
Ephesians 1:13,14


Fruit of the Spirit
Galatians 5:22,23


Fellowship
Hebrews 10:25


Character Areas:


Anger
Ephesians 4:26


Committed life
Matthew 6:33


Contentment
Hebrews 13:5


Diligence
Colossians 3:23


Eternally Minded
1 Peter 1:13


Faith
Galatians 5:6b


Faithful
Luke 16:10


Family minded
Deut 6:6,7


Forgiving
Colossians 3:13


Gentle
Colossians 3:12


Giving
2 Cor 9:7


Honest
Leviticus 19:11


Humble
1 Peter 5:5


Joyful
1 Thess. 5:16-18


Loving
1 John 3:18


Obedient
James 1:22


Patient
Galatians 6:9


Self-controlled
1 Peter 5:8


Serving
Mark 10:45


Sexually pure
Ephesians 5:3


Speech
Ephesians 4:29


Teachable
Acts 17:11


Unified
Romans 12:5


Unselfish
1 Cor 10:24


Upright
2 Cor 8:21

40440 Memory Verse Overview

1. Mark 12:29-31 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’  31The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 

2. Matthew 7:12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 

3. John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” 

4. Matthew 28:19,20 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

5. 2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

6. Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

7. Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

8. 1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

9. Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

10. John 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God- 


11. John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

12. Romans 8:9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 

13. Ephesians 1:13,14 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-to the praise of his glory. 

14. Galatians 5:22,23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Against such things there is no law.

15. Hebrews 10:25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

16. Ephesians 4:26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 

17. Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

18. Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”  

19. Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 

20. 1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 


21. Galatians 5:6b The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 

22. Luke 16:10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.” 

23. Deuteronomy 6:6,7 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.

24. Colossians 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

25. Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 

26. 2 Corinthians 9:7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

27. Leviticus 19:11 “‘Do not steal.  Do not lie.  Do not deceive one another.’”

28. 1 Peter 5:5 Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  

29. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 Be joyful always; 17pray continually; 18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 

30. 1 John 3:18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 


31. James 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

32. Galatians 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 

33. 1 Peter 5:8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 

34. Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

35. Ephesians 5:3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. 

36. Ephesians 4:29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

37. Acts 17:11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 

38. Romans 12:5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 

39. 1 Corinthians 10:24 Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others. 

40. 2 Corinthians 8:21 For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men. 

You Are Special Verses

Exodus 34:6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 

Exodus 34:14 (NLT) You must worship no other gods, but only the Lord; for he is a God who is passionate about his relationship with you.

Numbers 14:18a 'The Lord is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion. 

Nehemiah 9:17b But you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert them, 

Psalm 86:5 You are forgiving and good, O Lord, abounding in love to all who call to you. 

Psalm 86:15 But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness. 

Psalm 103:8 The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 

Psalm 145:8 The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. 

Lamentations 3:22,23 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 23They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

Joel 2:13b Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity.

Jonah 4:2b I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 14:21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."

John 14:23 Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.

John 15:9-10  "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.  10If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.

John 15:12,13 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

John 16:27 No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.

John 17:23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

Romans 1:7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

Romans 5:7-8 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.  8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 8:31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

Romans 8:35-39 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  36As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."  37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Corinthians 5:14 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.

2 Corinthians 13:11 Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.

Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Ephesians 1:4-5 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will--

Ephesians 2:4-5 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-- it is by grace you have been saved.

Ephesians 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Ephesians 3:17-19  And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-- that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

Ephesians 5:1-2 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Ephesians 5:25b . . . Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her

Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved . . . 

1Thessalonians 1:4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you,

2 Thessalonians 2:13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.

2 Thessalonians 3:5 May the Lord direct your hearts into God's love and Christ's perseverance.

Titus 3:4-5 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,

1 Peter 2:4-5 As you come to him, the living Stone-- rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him – 5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

1 John 3:1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 

1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

1 John 4:8-10 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.  10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

1 John 4:16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.

1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us.

Jude 1:1b To those who have been called, who are loved by God the Father and kept by Jesus Christ:

Revelation 1:5b-6 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father-- to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
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