Great Commission Northwest
Mature Submission in the Home



A mature woman has the desire to yield to her husband and an inclination to follow his leadership. 

She will affirm her husband’s calling to leadership and is happy to receive his loving care, strength, provision, and protection. (Ephesians 5:22-24, 1 Peter 3:1-7) She feels herself enhanced and honored by his servant-leadership. A mature wife is able to nurture her husband’s strengths and complement his leadership. Her insights and character make her husband stronger and wiser, and make their relationship richer. (Genesis 2:18)   

           She understands and knows that her husband is not superior and that she is not inferior. She knows that the man and the woman are different, as made by our Creator. He is weaker in some ways and she is weaker in some ways. He is stronger in some ways and she is stronger in some ways. She is not bothered by this, but is glad to support him and follow his initiative.



A mature wife knows how to bring her ideas to a situation in a way that honors her husband’s leadership and does not offend his masculinity. (Proverbs 16:21-24, Proverbs 19:13, Proverbs 25:24) 

She understands that he needs her support and her contribution to the home and to their relationship. (Proverbs 31:10-31) She is fully able to step in with appropriate initiatives of her own to handle the many activities in and around the home and family.



Biblical submission does not mean yielding and following at all costs. Significant abuse or immorality by a man can create an exception. As a woman seeks to follow Christ she may find herself in a position where she cannot follow her husband. It must be mentioned that because of sin, no submission of one human being to another is absolute. Christ is the only supreme authority.  If her husband chronically refuses to lead, a situation may be present for her to take certain initiatives, independently of him. But in either case, a significant sin or no leadership, she will conduct herself in a way that shows by her attitude and behavior that she does not like filling in for him or resisting him, and that she longs for him to pursue righteousness. 

            Most women do not find this to be their situation. Imperfections and normal grievances are to be resolved, not turned into reasons to withhold submission. A woman is not called to try and evaluate the quality of her husband’s leadership and then measure out her submission accordingly. Likewise, the husband is not to measure out his leadership according to how he evaluates her respect for him and her inclination to follow. We are to lead, we are to follow, as God directs us. The rare exceptions are just that, rare exceptions. 


        A mature woman has an inner strength. She is tranquil, confident, and self-​controlled. She can trust God and does not fear.(1 Peter 3:4)  This enables her to relate to her husband in ways that respect him and draw the best out of him. Her conduct will enrich their relationship and allow her to find greater joy and fulfillment in that relationship.



This is the nature of mature, Biblical submission. This description may seem to be beyond a woman’s ability or leave her in a wrongfully, vulnerable position. Yet it is the Biblical standard and must be the standard to which she aspires. God will honor and protect her. A man’s desire to lead and care for his wife can be hurt by her refusal to follow. The care and honor she would have received from his mature leadership would be threatened by her resistance to submission. She would miss a great blessing. 

            A mature woman makes it easy for her husband to care for her.

