Great Commission Northwest
Mature Leadership in the Home

A man is directed by God to take responsibility for the leadership, provision and protection of his wife and children. (Ephesians 5:25-31, 1 Timothy 5:8) Although his wife 

works alongside him in managing a home and raising a family - the burden does not fall on her.

It rests on him.

A man is responsible for the welfare of his family, over and above his personal needs. 

He displays strength as he takes the lead in protecting his family. (Job 29:11-17) He is uniquely created by God for this responsibility. (Genesis 1:27-28) This sense of ownership and leadership is a natural and mature expression of his manhood. His leadership reveals itself in the strength to serve and to sacrifice for the good of his family. (Matthew 20:26-28) He acts as a servant of Christ. He does not assume superiority, but values the strengths of his wife. (1 Peter 3:7) He will take into account her ideas and may often adopt them.

He does not have to initiate every action in the home, but feels the responsibility to provide a general “game plan,” for family activities, plans, and decisions. (1 Timothy 3:4) 

A mature man will accept the burden of the “final say” whenever necessary. He embraces this responsibility, yet because of awareness of his own limitations, he does not presume to think that he always knows what is best. He should seek counsel, he will always pray, but he must 

“make the call.” (Proverbs 19:20-21,1 Peter 5:5)

After he and his wife have agreed together on the particulars of training the children, he does not sit idly by and let his wife keep law and order in the home. (Proverbs 22:6, Proverbs 29:17)  A mature husband will take the lead in training and disciplining the children when there is a need for correction.

He realizes that his call to leadership is also a call to repentance and humility. He is aware of the potential abuse of his leadership. He is aware of the concerns of his wife, who is called to follow him. He is aware of his own weaknesses and their effect on his family.

He will be a man of prayer, a man of God’s Word - more given to planning, more thoughtful and more intentional in his actions. Less carried along by the mood of the moment. (Proverbs 3:6, Proverbs 12:24, Proverbs 21:5, Proverbs 24:3-6) He will be more disciplined and ordered, strong and sensitive; and take proper initiative to discuss and meet family needs.

He will “lay down his life” as Christ did, every day for his family. And if necessary, he will freely give up his own physical life in the defense and protection of his loved ones.

This is the nature of mature, Biblical leadership. This description may seem to be beyond a man’s ability. Yet it is the Biblical standard and must be the standard to which he aspires. A man will not be able to always perfectly lead, but with the help of God he will do his best.

A wife’s inclination to follow him is hurt by poor leadership on the part of her husband. Trust can be damaged. A mature man will seek to make it easy for his wife to follow and respect him. However, a woman’s submission is not dependent upon the perfection of her husband’s leadership. Both must lead and follow without reservation. Her respectful following helps his leadership and his benevolent leadership helps her to follow.


A mature man makes it easy for his wife to follow him.

