Great Commission Northwest

Joshua’s Greatest Trait


“As the Lord commanded His servant Moses, so Moses commanded Joshua, and Joshua did it, he left nothing undone of all that the Lord commanded Moses.”
- Joshua 11:15


What was Joshua’s greatest trait?  Was it his courage?  We all know how courageous Joshua was.  You’ve seen the movie, “The Ten Commandments.”  Those scenes of Joshua protecting the old women, young maidens, and children - surely comes to mind.


God commanded Joshua to be courageous in the very first chapter of this book, named for him.  Then we go on to read of a very courageous man who led the whole nation of Israel into the Promised Land.


But was courage Joshua’s greatest trait?  I don’t think so.


What was Joshua’s greatest trait?  Was it his decisiveness?  As you read through the book of Joshua you see how the man made many swift and hard decisions.  “You go as spies into the Land.”  “You can camp here.”  “Consecrate yourselves.” “Take up the ark.” “Come and listen to the Word of the Lord.”  “I have appointed twelve men as leaders from each tribe.”  

When the angel of the Lord met Joshua with a drawn sword, Joshua’s first words were, “Are you for us, or against us?”  

Joshua was a very decisive man.  The examples from Joshua’s life could go on and on.  

But was decisiveness Joshua’s greatest trait?  I don’t think so.


I think that Joshua’s greatest trait is found in Joshua 11:15.  Read it again.  “As the Lord commanded His servant Moses, so Moses commanded Joshua, and Joshua did it; he left nothing undone of all the Lord commanded Moses.”

Joshua’s greatest trait was his ability to follow.  He heard from Moses and obeyed him.  

As Joshua learned to follow Moses, he was learning to lead.  Joshua didn’t fidget, waiting for his moment to shine.  He served a God who sees, and a God who honors the humble.

Oftentimes we think that something is amiss if we aren’t in charge, if we aren’t calling the shots.  We are tempted to think that we aren’t growing in leadership abilities if we aren’t always the leader. 

But look more closely at your own situation and you might find as Joshua found out, that you are growing in leadership as you learn to follow the men that God has put over you.


Second fiddle is a particularly hard instrument to learn to play.  But we must learn to master it, if we hope to become God’s kind of leader.









- Rick Whitney

