Great Commission Northwest
Is God Active Today?

“It is appointed unto all men to die.”

- Hebrews 9:27

‘The Lord’s loved ones are precious to Him; it grieves Him when they die.”







- Psalm 116:15


Several years ago I had the pleasure of meeting a successful college graduate student who was the son of a quite successful father.  

This young man, his parents and whole family had lived in quite a few countries around the world while growing up.  His father’s life work and career had made him a key player in the international oil business.  The dad had once said to his boy, “The world is run by 100 men, son. And I know them all.”  Quite a statement.

But I can do this, one better.

The world may actually be run by only a select group of individuals. And they may be extremely powerful. But I know the One who yanks even their chains.  And He is active today in our world.  He shows His love in many ways.  

He can even help us to die well.

Several years ago my Dad died and went to be with God.  Many of you have probably already buried a parent.  It is very hard.  

But it was such a blessing to be with him when he died.


When I first ran into the ICU and saw him, I said, “Dad, I don’t think we are gonna get out of this one.”  And he smiled and agreed.  We then called all his sons up on the phone, one by one, and he smiled and wept as he listened to each of his boys say how much they loved him.  

And to also say good-bye.


After those conversations, I asked him if he was afraid.  He got a little mad at that point and shook his head, then looked me straight on and said, “Of course not.”


“Are you eager to meet your Savior, Dad?”  I asked. 

He squeezed my hand pretty hard, smiled, relaxed, as a tear rolled down his cheek and answered, “Yes, I am!”
Those were his last words.  Dad fell asleep.  We couldn’t rouse him later and a few hours after that he passed on.  

I think God is active today. I believe He answers prayers.  My prayer was that God would be gentle with my Dad and help him to die well.  

He did this for my dad and for his whole family.

-continued-


I read a rather haunting quote, about the time of our dad’s death.


It goes like this, “Death is the sound of distant thunder at a picnic.”  

The thunder troubles me.  We all have a gut-felt reaction to the sound of thunder and it won’t be denied.  Death is like this.  It gets our attention.  We feel it and it causes us all to pause in our crazy, daily activity.


And that’s the way it should be.  God is even active when we see death.  He is working to get our attention and to remind us of life’s certain truths.

"Is God Active Today?"
part 2


"The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance."
- 2 Peter 3:9


John Wesley once said that, "When I was young, I was sure of everything.  After a few years, having been mistaken a thousand times, I am not half so sure."  There are days where we sympathize with John.  We are not half so sure of a great many things.  But we can remain sure of this - God is active in our  world today.


Jesus lived and walked on this rock, just twenty, short, centuries ago.  And He really, truly, did come back from the dead to reveal to mankind, that He is God.  And therefore we can know with absolute conviction here in the fall of 2002, that He is alive and still very much active today.  This is the logical, step-by-step, truth of our faith.

And there is also anecdotal truth.  Since He is alive and working and we believe this to be true - can we see evidence of His presence and activity?  I believe so.  Granted, real life stories of God's working can sometimes be emotional and very personal and the unbeliever could just chalk it up to coincidence.  But because we know He is alive, it is only normal to look for evidence of His presence and work.


Could I share an example that I believe reveals a Savior at work?

Over fifty years ago our grandmother, a believer, asked one of her sons, our dad, to pray for his brother, our uncle.  She had led all eleven of her children to Christ - except Uncle Ron.  

And she strongly demanded that my Dad pray for his brother's salvation every day.  Dad promised to do so.  How can you fight your mom?


Years later, she died and went to be with her God.


And as the years went by my Dad continued to pray for his brother's salvation.  


After fifty years, after living a long and hard life, while in the hospital, Uncle Ron yielded to his mother's wish and gave his soul to God.  Ron called Dad and said that he had become a Christian.  Dad was amazed and grateful.  Ron wanted to leave the hospital and get baptized as a believer.  

Just a few weeks later, as an old man but a brand new Christian, Uncle Ron died.  

At his funeral his children heard the gospel for the first time.  And it touched them deep in their hearts.

God answers prayer.  Grandma's prayer and Dad's prayer and our prayers.  

He may at times seem to be silent, but He is just following His own timetable.  

We must never give up entreating God for our family's salvation.

John Wesley went on to say that "At present, I am hardly sure of anything - except what God has revealed to me."  

And God revealed to John and has revealed to us, that He answers prayer!
Is God Active Today? - part 3


"And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;  And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose."

- Romans 8:26,28


Mike McCurry served as the press spokesman for a past President for many years.  I'm sure that it has proven to be more difficult than he could ever have imagined.  When I think of our former President Clinton, I pray, briefly, and then forget him.  He has become so little in my eyes.  I pray for his soul and then try to ignore his past decisions.  

Mr. McCurry at times had seemed trapped in the mess and at times confused.  A couple years ago he said, in response to a question asking what the president's position was on a certain policy, "Some of our friends are for it. Some of our friends are against it.  And we're standing with our friends."  I smiled.

What can we be sure of in our lives?  Where should we stand?  We can be sure of this.  God is active in our world today!  And He touches hearts.  
We have choices every day and we determine how we act.  However our Lord also chooses and He can enlarge our hearts.  He can energize us to do the right thing.  

Men acting graciously is actually evidence of a gracious God's work in this world.   

Yesterday I read an entertaining thought from the president of Hillsdale College.  He said that, "It takes just two people to befuddle the theory of evolution: the man who leaps from a bridge to commit suicide, and the man who leaps off the bridge to save him.  Neither action fits into the Darwinian scheme of things."  God is alive and gracious and stirs hearts.

Many years ago I quoted a lyric from a song in the movie, Jeremiah Johnson.  The words went like this, "The way that you wander, is the way that you choose.  The day that you tarry, is the day that you lose."  We choose where we go and how we walk our life.  

God has given us this choice, this responsibility.  How we make our bed is up to us.  

I may not be sure of a great many things, but this I know. I may choose life and I also have the freedom to choose death.  But God walks every step of the way with me.  He carefully assists me.  He is careful to not trample, but also careful to help. He is active today.

My friends may stand for one thing and sometimes my friends may stand for other things.  It makes no difference.  I will stand for this: "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord."

And for me, to say this is evidence of His favor on my life and evidence that He is active today.  He empowers me.  

He even prays for me.  What an incredible thought.  I think I will stand with my Friend, because I have a Friend, who always stands with me.

Is God Active Today?     - part 4

"For the LORD will vindicate His people, And will have compassion on His servants; When He sees that their strength is gone."

   - Deuteronomy 32:36


"Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him."





- Psalm 103:13


Is God active? Yes, I believe He is.  When He touches a heart, you know it.  Let me share a story I am very proud of.  My little brother tells it best, so I will let him share it in his own words.


"I was the prodigal of the family.  (he wasn't the only one, but I'll let him tell his story.)  

‘Almost fifteen years ago, I had developed a drug addiction to cocaine. It went on for some time and I was systematically ruining my life, my marriage and my family.  But God was gracious.  He got my attention and helped me to give my heart over to Him during a weekend in July, while I was at our cabin at the lakes.  

After spending a night out on the dock, praying and crying, I got up and decided to do the right thing.  With the encouragement of my wife, I checked into rehab.


When I got out, I knew I needed to talk to my Dad. I had shamed my family and my Dad and I needed to ask his forgiveness.  I called ahead and told Dad that I would drive down and be at his house sometime Sunday afternoon.  As my wife and I drove, I kept wondering what Dad would do when I saw him.


We pulled into the lane that led up the hill to Dad’s house, about sundown. He must have been waiting, looking out the window, because as I looked up the hill I saw Dad walking down it, toward my car.  I kept driving up the lane as he walked down to meet us.


I stopped the car and tried to unbuckle my seat belt, open the car door and get out, but Dad pulled the door open first.  I stood up and tried to mumble how sorry I was, but Dad 

wouldn't hear of it.  He grabbed me and hugged me and said, "You be quiet.  All that matters is you're home and I love you."


I started to cry and so did Dad.  Dad loved me.  He accepted me.  I'll never forget how he  treated me at a critical time in my life.’”


We are all thankful to God. He got our brother's attention.  We are proud of our brother.  Rodd humbled his heart and followed his Savior.  
But the whole family is proud of Dad.  
Because of the Lord in Dad, our father acted just like the father in Luke 15.  

My brother shared this story when we buried our Dad a couple of years ago.   

I am proud to have been his son and to have known Clay Whitney.  All four of his boys are equally proud.  

God is good and gracious and active and He can build graciousness into our hearts and into our words.  Is God active today?  Yes! 

