Great Commission Northwest

“He sent and called to him the Elders”

In the Pulitzer, prize-winning novel - Lonesome Dove - the scout for the cattle drive was a man called “Dietz”.  Late in the book, he was tragically killed.  Dietz was loyal to the colonel and to all the old, Texas Rangers he had served with. 

On his grave marker, just a board really, there on that windswept prairie, Colonel Woodrow F. Call wrote the following:

“Cheerful in all weather, Never shirked a task, Splendid behavior.”

If you have read the book or have seen the movie, you know that these words were high praise indeed, coming from Call.
They are high praise today.  To be cheerful, not a complainer or a whiner or a grumbler.  To never shirk a task, but to always show up and be accounted for.  Splendid behavior, honorable behavior, faithful to our task.  


These are the kind of men I run with in this region of churches.  The kind of leaders, the kind of fathers, I hang with.  Nothing less.  

This is the kind of man that leads in this association of churches.  That leads in his home.

I believe that these three phrases really do help describe what it means to be a leader, a leader in God’s church and in our own dwellings.  Before our wives and children.  

These phrases describe our work, our tasks.


One “task” that we all carry as elders and fathers, is to be devoted to prayer.  Fervent prayer alone as a man before God, but also prayer together.  

Corporate prayer was more the rule in the New Testament, than the exception. Elders met, then prayed.  Men first met, then prayed.  

So why do we periodically take time to leave our place “on the wall,” pile into vans and drive to other cities for overnighters of prayer?  Why do we meet with other men, other Christian leaders, other fathers from other towns and do this several times a year?  Why have we prayed across all our regions for many, many years as Christian leaders and pastors?


Because it is the right thing to do!  
“The work is great and extensive, and we are separated on the wall, far 

from one another.”    - Nehemiah 4:19 

We need to lift up our eyes from our own work and remember that we are all on the wall together.  Even if our individual place is so far apart, that we can't quite see each other, we will still put down our trowels, travel and sometimes travel a long ways – just to pray.  We come together because we need too.  

We are together in this business of advancing God’s Kingdom.  We are not alone.  We are together in this business of raising the next generation.  We are not alone.  And we need to remember this.  So we sacrifice to travel and pray together.


We pray together because, when we lift up our eyes from our local, up-close work, this rests our eyes.  These prayer times with other men, can help remind us of the larger issues we are involved with. They pry us away from the busyness that consumes.


We travel and pray because these times also challenge us.  Sure, there is temptation to compare, to posture, to shrink away from being with fellow leaders, but we fight through it.  And God uses these times to keep us united.


I have had the privilege of being with big-hearted men who understand these things, for almost thirty years.  Although these men are very busy, they still carve out time, several times a year, to travel and meet across this region.  And they have had this habit for decades.  Their behavior is splendid.  From the day I first blew a whistle and asked them to come- they came!  

They never miss.  This is their habit.

Do each of you men meet with other men, other fathers, for regular prayer?  

You must!  Your soul needs this! 


I have been teased about acting like a drill sergeant in the Northwest region.  It is really kinda funny, because I’m not really that way.  I simply know that we need to meet for prayer.  

The men I run with also know this and so we all show up.  I remember the first time almost sixteen years ago, that I asked all 18 or so pastors, to meet me for prayer.  I still have the letter, only one paragraph long.  I didn’t have to call and “sweet talk” anyone.  They just came.  

And we prayed all night, cheerful in all weather.

Now there are many, many pastors and they still come, every time I ask.  They are soldiers, “in season and out”, whether it’s convenient or not. If these men did not know the value of this kind of sacrifice (in coming together to pray), I would have looked for a better caliber of men long ago. I never wonder if they’ll show.


We are loyal, we support each other, not just in word but in deed. I am very proud of the habits we have in this region  and in our churches, of helping each other, doing many conferences together, traveling and praying together, having money to help each other and just talking to each other.  We work at our loyalty.


My goodness, if in the world men will sacrifice family and the comforts of home to travel and meet with other businessmen, surely we can do even more than they!  And do it righteously with balance and concern for both our families, our churches and our shared cause.  

This cause is pictured more clearly when we get together between churches and pray for our common good and the advancement of the Gospel.
Prayer has been scheduled into every regional meeting we have ever had.  We can not afford to plan it any other way.  “Knowledge (can) puff up, but love edifies.”  Real wisdom comes through shared humility - not by classroom instruction alone.  

And so we pray, because prayer is humbling.  It is often hard on the flesh, it can be a labor, it can be a work. And if we are honest, we will admit that it can be a drudge.  

But we will pray because our Lord commands it.  So we work at our prayers.  And often we are deeply instructed through our shared prayers.


Leaders need to put themselves in front of the train, so to speak, and let God’s Spirit run them over.  This happens when men meet together and pray.








- Rick Whitney, Fall 2002
