Great Commission Northwest

HSLT Colorado 2006 



Final Wrap-up
Dear Dads, Moms, Youth Leaders and Pastors,


Before I get into the final wrap-up of  HSLT Colorado 2006   we want to share some feedback we have received in the last week since the conference.  


Some of these quotes are from students and some are from parents.  And you can usually tell the difference.  Enjoy.  

Keep pressing, Rick Whitney

“Thanks for your leadership at HSLT. I enjoyed it and got more out of it than 

even Faithwalkers. I think the combination of faith steps and teaching is unbeatable. 


It reminded me of the good ol' days.” 


“I just wanted to drop you a note and congratulate and thank you for a

wonderful HSLT.  I believe God moved in powerful ways in the life of our

kids.  On a personal level I wanted to say thanks for letting our band have

the opportunity to play all the sets.  God used it to fuse them together in

ways we have been wanting to see for a long time.  It was exciting for me to

watch them grow each set.  I think they tasted the Lord using them in ways

they had not before.  


Since I have two kids in the band I was really blessed by it.  


Thanks also for the privilege of being able to speak.  I felt extremely

honored and humbled to have a share in what God was doing.


Thanks also for your example of zeal and love for our churches.  The

greatest blessing of my life is to have been placed on the wall with men

like you. 


 Don't stop being a dad for our movement just because your kids

have grown up.  We need it, at least I do, I'm not grown up yet.


“Thank you and thank you and thank you.  You really champion HSLT, and God really blesses it.  I too was most blessed by the Town Hall meeting on Sunday - Glory to God in the offerings and worship!  I think the plan sounds really good with a little evangelism and service mixed.  It was great to have a free day to tour as well.  I felt like our small team of seven was like the church of Philadelphia, who though they had little strength held to the word and did not deny His name.  Our kids and adults learned a lot.  I told my wife I think it was the best conference that I ever was a part of.  


Thanks again Rick.


“I thought the conference was a huge success.  We are all excited to put everything we learned into practice.  A funny story: we were returning from the long 12 hour trip back to Missouri and some of us stopped to get a bite to eat while the others went on.  When we arrived at the church we found them picking weeds.  The first thing out of there mouths when I pulled up "see we already started".  It was hilarious.  Not only was the conference teaching great but we also grew more unified as a leadership team.  Thanks for all of you hard work.

 
I was wondering if we could have some more of those booklets sent to our church.  I would like to give them to the youth group.  


“Thanks to you for your vision and effort and servant's heart all these years!!

You have been a great inspiration to me personally, in my parenting and as a youth leader.

 
Thanks again brother for your faith and perseverance!

Men like you help me to "keep pressing".

 
“I thought Stone Cry was just fantastic and a great witness out to the other teens.   They should be booked again!

 
One change I would love to see:  more time for sleep.  With lights out at 11 and quiet time at 7, my girls were getting, at most, just 7 hours of (hot, fitful) sleep since they needed to get up for showers, which they sometimes had to wait for.  Our pediatrician just told my kids at their checkups that they need 9 each night.  With the hard work in the heat each day, they were zombies by evening and I think a lot of the very great teaching didn't sink in due to the exhaustion.  By Sunday most said they felt really weird and exhausted and I know my own kids slept very, very late when we got home.  I just think more time built in for sleep would mean more hearing and learning.  Is there any way?  

 
This was just a tremendous experience for all our kids and they all said how close it brought them to God, which is the only result I would ever want!  Thank you so much for all your hard work on it.  You may serve an audience of One, but some of us here in the wings have noticed too!  

 
God's grace in all you do


PS  I hope I told you, but maybe I didn't, that our work in the laundromat on the shirts let us serve the woman working there in folding towels for her -- and we invited her to Summitview! 

      I think we could fit the washing in again next year even if the service day is Saturday.  It took only an hour in the huge machines they have there.  


“Had a great time and next year sounds wonderful.


I think we need to keep having Craig continue to be the MC as he did last year. The kids bonded with him and do every year and that gives them security. Like Darling at FW, he’s kind of the cement between each brick that is brought up on stage.  It also in my opinion may be important to have one man speak for the whole time instead of multiple message givers that we all don’t know. When you have just one messenger speak, the kids get connected relationally and get to know the guy and bond with him after a few days. That is hard to do with five different speakers because they can’t all share their life story in 45 minutes and their message.


You did a great job setting up what’s expected of the parents, leaders and kids like lights out, no apparel that is suggestive and proud and no hanging on each other etc. Without stipulated rules like lights and behavioral guidance.  It is such a benefit when you can say to your group, “Hey, remember what Rick wants?”…….


Any how, great brothers, great management, great spirit and a great time. Everything I had believed God for took place, my HS leader boys grew close and bonded and matured in service attitudes and worship of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ and I was also encouraged, challenged and corrected by each and every one in one way or another.


All in all if you did it all the same I’d come again. Thanks tons.


In Christ’s love,


“Again it was a fantastic time in Ft. Collins and I wish more of our group could have come but 26 will be at Mission to the City in Minneapolis, MN. Had a great time with Dennis Clark and talking with Rory as well. Our van’s transmission burnt up so we stayed an extra two days at my dad’s house in Loveland till it was fixed by a mechanic from SVCC (Hector G.)  Had a great time serving my step mother and put the boys to work a couple more days utilizing the training they received at HSLT. We also had great think tank times to put together some action items we will go after for the fall semester and even before. The guys are truly energized.


All the way home the guys talked about how we could do this or that, prayed, listened to Charlie Meyers CD and I shared with them on the life of Dawson Trotman, Bill Bright and Billy Graham.


Needless to say they’re on fire and planning to take the city by storm.  It will mean suffering and working hard I told them and it will mean follow up on a baby Christian who constantly needs someone to feed, clean and help him learn to take his first steps. They said they’re willing. So we will set up our altar to God here and see what fire he will light it up with.


Again great work Rick and we pray that you stay strong and stout hearted as you so often encouraged us.

 
“I really want to thank you for the faith and effort you applied to make HSLT happen again this year.  This was another profound conference!

 
I have two vantage points I would like to share.  One is from the perspective of the hosting church/town.  As a pastor of Summitview in Fort Collins, this HSLT was wonderful for my church's mission.  We have never before had so many positive responses from our church or community because of HSLT.  The idea of service was a home run in terms of value for our church.  We have had Sunday visitors already because of the HSLT projects (a first as far as I know).  I am still getting emails from thankful people both in the church and the community.  The impact of their service was huge on lots of people.  I am convinced that in terms of gospel impact far more happened and will happen as church people talk with served neighbors than has ever happened before.  I can say that this year HSLT really blessed our church.  It was a very valuable resource.  

 
So, in terms of next year's planning, I hope service can be part of it again.  I also wonder if there may have been nearly as many good gospel presentations given this year as in years past, although it is true that not as many professions of Christ were reported as in the past.  Still, I have a sense there was greater kingdom impact through what was done this year than other years.  



Here are a few emails we got:


“Please convey our deep thanks to the crew who helped Kathy out today!  I thought they would pick one - paint or yard, but they did BOTH!  What a huge blessing!!  And, in addition, they were also a blessing to our new neighbors in Mrs. Garretson's house.  


May God bless the rest of the week!  Thanks for letting us know of this "need" of theirs to help - it will be such a wonderful reminder for Kathy that God loves her through others!




“I would like to share what an incredible blessing HSLT was to me today! They showed up at my house around 11:00 a.m. and worked for 2.5 hours. Those kids labored, in the heat of the day, with all their hearts. I have been praying for some help as I have

been overwhelmed with the yard due to constant business travel and a recent death in my family. God directly and abundantly answered my prayers today, in His perfect timing, through those kids.


Is there some way I can give back? Is there a way to donate to their organization? I am so grateful for their service to me and PRAISE GOD for his provision!


Thank you Summitview for sponsoring this organization!



 
“I have been blessed to the max!!!!!  And I have pictures to prove it!!!!!


On Wednesday I said to myself, "Self, how and when on earth am I going to get this fence cleared out so the back hoe can get into my yard and replace my sewer line?"


On Friday, the Lord, yea THE LORD, answered! With the serving hearts of nine youths and two adults!


I now have no sagging, old fence! Instead, there's one neat stack of bad wood; one neat stack of saved, good wood; one pile of debris ready to cart off; one little dog that now has the neighbor's yard for squirrel patrol; and one lady with teared-up eyes.


Good Grace and thanks to everyone involved !!!!!  

 
“My second perspective comes from going through the three hundred and some response cards.  It was a very encouraging 90 minute project and a reminder that our youth really do want to follow God wholeheartedly.  Conferences like HSLT are so important in fostering that.  If we lead the horses to water they will drink and the picture of passion and desire for God revealed in those cards was very humbling and motivating.

 
I have listed some excerpts below.  A few observations from the whole - many kids wrote about wanting to serve their family/parents more.  That was probably the most common comment.  There were many comments about wanting to witness at school.  There were a number of comments about wanting to give God control of music, and several comments about asking God to help them with anger.   Overall it was a strong communication about wanting to follow and be faithful to God.

 
Also, many parents put in comments about their marriage or parenting.  We also have our own battles and God used the time to motivate/convict us about them.  One parent told my wife it was the most encouraging conference he had been to in a while.  

 
So, HSLT was good!  Thanks again for applying the faith and work to make it happen.  God's church is stronger because of it.  John Meyer

 Some student comments are below.  There were comments about how the time was stretching...


“Jesus, these last couple of days have tested me.  They have tried my cheerful spirit and my attitude.  But you, Father, have carried me through it.  I promise you, my love, that I will never forget these lessons you have taught me.  Help me, Lord.  Help me be faithful, humble, and yours till the very end.  Till I draw my last Breath.  I am yours, Lord…now and always.”


“I came here to HSLT to have fun w/ friends, but w/ a hard heart.  Around the 2nd day, Lord, my heart softened a little.  With a little more each day, I am back to you.  I am now proud to have you in my heart Lord!  I am completely yours Lord.  I am so thankful.”

 
“Lord, I came to HSLT with a hard heart.  I was struggling with believing in God.  Throughout this conference God really changed my heart and mind.  HSLT helped me get back on track!”

 
“I want to have a humble servant’s heart and attitude towards everyone I came in contact with.  Even though I didn’t want to be here, I was still affected.  I’m struggling between the world and between you.  But I want you.  GRRRR!  (heart)”

 Many responded on the cards with something they wanted to give to or do for God in faith...


“Be respectful of mgt. @ work”

 
“I want to be a light to my peers.  I need to share with people at school.  I don’t want to be afraid of what people think of me.  That doesn’t matter in the long run.  Lord, give me passion to spread your love.  Give me a genuine boldness to witness to others.  Give me confidence to be radical and passionate about my life.  Help me, Lord God.  Help me cling to you.  Amen.” 


“Father, God I would like to show my faith to you by spending more time alone with you.  God I would like to not only have a quiet time daily, but God I ask that I can take what I’ve learned here and apply it to my life.  God I would like to thank you that you are the truth and all the feelings that hurt inside are false, God, false because you love me. Help me with my speech toward others.”

 
“LORD, I WANT TO BRING MY LIFE, MY MUSIC, MY THOUGHTS, MY SADNESS AND JOY TO YOU.”

 
“God, I want bring you my family.  I will serve them even when it’s hard and they put me down!  I will serve them because I’m serving You!”

 
“God, I want to give you my speech for the rest of my life, and serve my parents, and think less of myself.”

 
“NOT FOLLOW MY OWN FEELINGS AND DESIRES BUT DO WHAT GOD DESIRES FOR ME.”  

 
“Serve my father by helping around his house.

 
Lord at the end of the day this is what I want to bring to you what do you want from me as my action of faith God you have made me so special in every detail and I want you to use me to impact the world as I am as faith action please provide a opportunity to share you glory and grace with them or at least think of myself less much more from tonight on.  To serve in any way provided by you, without being grumpy!

 
“A clean pure heart.

 
“I WILL go the extra mile when my parents ask me to do something by asking “Is there anything else I can do?” And I will remember who I am.

 
“To serve my enemies better than I do Now.

 
“I will give 110% to have a quiet time everyday.


“I will use my gifts for you.


“I will think of me less.


“I will not be part of the 79% of teens that fall away.

 
“Learn the verses we had for HSLT and live by them.

 
“I want to give up the idol of my “good girl” image that keeps me from being vulnerable & genuine. 

 
“Become a pastor with the Great Commission Churches and/ or a missionary.

 
“Picking up Lunch trays daily @ school.

 
“God, I want to bring my music before you.  Whatever you want Lord.  It’s yours.

 
“I will show my faith through what I wear.

 
“I want to be able to treat the girls and women around me as the sisters in the faith that they are.

 
“To share my faith at drama.

 
“Music

 
“My feelings. 

 
“I would like to improve on my attitude toward serving in my home and be a better eggsample for my sisters.

 
“Stand up @ school, be bold in sharing my faith.

There were lots of statements of commitment...


“Lord, you have it all.  Hold me accountable God.  God, I want to serve my family with a good attitude and, oh, God, I want to serve my friends and “classmates”.  God, Less, and less of myself and no more hurting myself for you love me and made me!  I will stay with this GC church.  Thank you, God.

 
“I give You my college life even if it means changing colleges.

 
“Jesus I believe you made me for a reason.  I want you to know I’m you forever.  I will go were you want me to go.  I will do want you want me to do.  I will serve you more.  I can’t wait to see you.  I will have courage and trust in you for the rest of my life.  Help me be different.  Especially in school.


“ Dear God,



I want to serve my friends and family more, I also want to quit swearing!  I need faith to believe and to stand firm – I want to stay in GC Forever!

 
“I WILL go the extra mile when my parents ask me to do something by asking “Is there anything else I can do?” And I will remember who I am.

 
“God, Father, Dad…(I give you my heart)


“I want to make you proud.  I am your child, you daughter, your warrior princess; I want to make you smile.  Dear God, I love you!

 
“I thank you for a wonderful time, thank you for changing me and train me as you want to train me, not how the world wants to.  Thank you that I will live with you forever.  Teach me a servant’s heart.  Amen. 

 
“God, I want to give you my speech for the rest of my life, and serve my parents, and think less of myself.

 
“Lord, give me my marching orders.  I am yours.  Do as you will with me.  My life is yours.  Do with it as you will!”

 
“I believe that the Messiah truly did come to serve me and all of humanity.  I will follow in His example and live a life of service to my fellow brethren, and to the lost souls of the world.  I look for the footsteps of service He wants me to take and I will follow in them, even when I have no strength left in me but the power of God.  I am learning more and more what it means to commit myself to the church and I will do it. 

 
“Lord, for your glory – use me as your vessel to see my whole high school saved.  

 
“I want to be crazy for Christ.  I don’t want to worry about what people think. 

 
“I believe the Lord has come and has served and died for me, I believe in His example and that we should all live for the purpose God has for us.  I really have had a renewal of faith in this conference and that I should be an example of a servant in the future and I do it as Jesus has done before me.  I really do all this for God’s glory and I want to walk with him.


“Thank you for the email and all your leadership. As for me and my church, we 

will serve the Lord with all of you until Jesus returns!


I like the dates for 2007. And I was thinking Thursday and Saturday could be 

all day service days with an encouraging push to initiate evangelism on both 

days. Having the locals prepare some pre-arranged projects for Thursday 

and/or Saturday. Possibly reaching the Ft. Collins, Loveland, and even 

Greeley saints, lost neighbors etc.


And on another note, we would like 50 each of the 4 different booklets you 

shared. We are considering using them as our youth group curriculum in 07. 


And I want to get them into some of our leaders hands. Let me know if there 

is a cost associated with them, because we could need more.


“Thank you for putting the time into this email.  I am involved in our church’s youth group, as a small group leader for some of the girls.  I have two teen age girls. 


 I didn't become a Christian until a few years ago, and my kids' dad and I are divorced, and I worry a lot about raising my girls to be strong Christian adults for many reasons.  


The girls are terrific, but two weeks prior to HSLT I started to see some real teenage attitude from my older daughter Abby.   We came out to HSLT together, and what a blessing it was both to be part of the conference and watch my daughter throw herself into everything, heart and soul.  


I'd like to share a story with you - my younger daughter Ruth spent the week with my parents while my Abby  and I were at HSLT.  I didn't get home from the trip until 3 am on Tuesday and had to work that day.  Sleep had been in short supply that week anyway, and I was pretty tired.  My husband was home that week, but busy with projects, so the house was untidy and the fridge empty when we came home.  After working all day, I went home and felt discouraged at the thought of having to clean up and make dinner.  To my shock, the house was sparkling and there was one of our family's favorite casseroles baking in the oven.  You guessed it, Abby  had been busy, and pleasantly announced to me, "And I'll do dishes by myself when we're done eating."  This is not the girl that went to Fort Collins with me.  I know this won't last, but it is glorious while it does!  


Anyway, none of us had clean clothes, and I told Ruth, that she could help out too by doing a few loads of her and her sister's laundry.  I got an agonized "all righhhhhhhht" and slumped shoulders, but she did fold two loads of clothes while watching TV.  I brought a third load out to her, and she said, "I'd fold those, mom, but they're yours and you said I only had to fold mine and Abby’s."  I was tired...she'd done two loads...I decided just to let it go and I started folding my clothes.  


Abby  was watching from across the room, and leapt to her feet in outrage.  She stomped over to her little sister and exclaimed, "Ruth, I can't believe it, mom worked all day so that we can live in this house and you can't even fold a few of her clothes?!?!"  
Ruth rolled her eyes and said, "I don't FEEL like it!"  Abby let out a disgusted snort and said, "You don't FEEL like it?  Ruth, do you think that Jesus Christ FELT like dying on the cross to pay for YOUR sins?!?!"  


Abby was on fire and 100% serious, and I just sat back loving every minute of it.  
Ruth responded by saying, "Gosh, Abby, if mom had asked me to do something IMPORTANT like SAVE THE WHOLE WORLD maybe I'd do it but it's JUST LAUNDRY!"  


Abby put one hand on her hip and pointed at Ruth with the other and said, "Sister, you are acting selfish...you are ungrateful....and you are disrespectful.  I'm going on to the HSLT web site and I'm downloading those messages on to your iPod - because you need to listen and repent!"

 
While I loved every second of this, in all seriousness last week has been a life changing experience for me, and for my daughter.  She is going to visit  with her unsaved dad and his wife this week, and can't wait to "be a light and serve him".  She is so worried about her dad not going to heaven, but if anyone can win his heart I know she can.  


Thanks for letting me share my excitement and gratitude for everything that happened last week-


Best regards, 

July, 2006

To: Dads, Moms, Youth Leaders and Pastors, 

From:  Rick Whitney

Dear Dads, Moms, Youth Leaders and Pastors, 

    

Thank you!  Thank you!    
 


You folks did a tremendous job.  Thank you for giving up your own personal vacation time to be at HSLT Colorado 2006.  I know you were with your sons and daughters, but thank you anyway.
 

"Those who honor Me, I will honor."  And I trust He will.
 


What a blessing to be together.  It really is a kind of family reunion - every July - and I have been personally blessed by your heart, your youth, and everyone's progress in the faith. 
 


I am thrilled when I watch moms and dads leading and imprinting our youth - together.  God bless you!  Sometimes, at the very moment, our work is maybe not that appreciated by our young disciples, but don't worry.  There is coming a day when our youth will rise up and bless us, each of us.  
 

Don't you dare doubt it!
 

A few wrap up thoughts -
 

1.  We called CSU and they will let us know if July 18-23, 2007 will work and whether we can lodge in Braiden Hall, where the setting seems a little better for what we are trying to do with these HSLT's. 
 

2.  I have not checked with our Summitview soundman Dan, but I believe he was going to post the HSLT messages on the church's website.  http://www.summitview.com/  When he does, you can download a message and listen to it or burn your own CD.
 

3.  Every year, maybe the best thing for my heart to see, is all the dads and moms leading out at this conference.  
 


Next year, if every father brought another dad along, our youth numbers would probably double.  It all starts and stops with our parents.  If we could double our adult leadership, the youth numbers will be fine.  

I don't really think much about how many youth are with us anyway.  Because I know that most all true progress only happens when we have both generations together.  

Whole families and whole churches are strengthened through a conference like this.  When families in churches come together and attend something like this.  
 

4.  HSLT Colorado is an intergenerational thing.  A place for one generation to disciple the next.  I believe that you have all caught this.  
It will never be a place where 100 youth are together and five or six leaders with whistles and bullhorns are yelling and trying to lead them.  Not if I can help it.

I hope some day we have a parent for every two or three youth!  

The more adults, the better.  It would just be hotter and more solid and the results would last deeper into the year.  Maybe for a lifetime.  Let's work towards that.  Every dad and every mom - pray for one other dad, one other mom to come with us next year, along with their teens.
 

5.  Tom Butz had a great idea for a follow-up button, to pin on backpacks or wear on a jacket.  As soon as we get them imprinted, we will mail a bunch out to every church - free.  
 
And if you need any more booklets, just let me know.  They too 
are free.  Just give us a mailing address.
 

6.  I believe the main difference with this year's HSLT was not really service versus cold-turkey evangelism.  The main difference was that we eliminated the opening day of teaching and just met in the evenings for our main teachings, up until Sunday.  
 
What did you think of that change?
 

7.  If we ever do a service day again, we will try to schedule it on a Saturday to catch more home owners at home.  I really did want to give the youth an opportunity to walk up to a strange door and serve people, to serve our neighbors.  And I was thrilled that everyone had a chance to do this.  
 

8.  What would you think about a Wednesday night opening time, followed by a cold turkey evangelism day on Thursday?  Followed by a Friday tourist day?  Followed by a Saturday service day?  With a church meeting every night, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  

Followed by church all day Sunday?  
 


If any of you folks have any counsel, let Craig Swing or myself know.  And if you would like to roll up your sleeves and be involved in the planning for next year - we would welcome it. 
 

9.  Thank you brothers who taught, for preparing and teaching all of us.  
 


- Craig Swing for laying out those 7 Passion Killers that hurt our service.  And for teaching it so honestly.  And for your sense of humor leading the Town Hall meeting, Sunday afternoon.
 
- Mike Langlois for reminding us that although the world is full of "wannabe leaders", few are in the servant line.  And that's the only line that counts.  And for helping us see that so much of our service is in how we speak to our peers. 
 
- Perry Paulding, I appreciated your "basin theology" and how service must be applied at home, or we are just acting hypocritically.  How we are tested with our fam.  
 
- Bob Hibbing, I know I caught you by surprise, but you were so ready, so encouraging.  You spoke to us all, with the Scriptures God gave you and your clarity was a testimony to especially us dads.  Thanks for your example of being a servant for thirty years, partner.
 
- Charlie Meyer, I loved your question, "What is worth the life of God?"  And your answer - our local church. It reminded us how valuable our little, local church really is.  And every member in it. 
 
- John Meyer for reminding us that although the world always thinks of self, in God's Kingdom, we are to think first of others.  And that someday this attitude will be the standard.  And thanks for reminding us that we are serving an audience of One.
 

So many good things you men shared.  What a blessing!  Thank you. 
 

10.  Moms and Dads, here is that charge God gave me Saturday night.  That I passed on to you:  
 

   "Remain strong!  
    Give your sons and daughters your convictions, your habits, your practices.  And only give them these things!  
    Our movement has never been big on production, on showmanship.  That's okay.
    We have never been much for show, because we could not bear to be hypocritical.  That's okay.
    We have never had much money.  That's okay.
    We do not come from the upper class.  That's okay.  
    But we have a tremendous spiritual heritage within our churches.  Do not forget it. 
    Give your sons and daughters this heritage."  
 

11.  One of the highlights for me was that Sunday afternoon Town Hall meeting at 2 p.m.  You guys were funny, sincere, talented.  And what really struck me was the insight God gave to a number of our youth.  
Here are a few memories that made us smile -
    

    -  "I wish I had that encouraging, fancy, background music like 
            that other church group had, while I talk. It would make                 
me sound even better."    
 

    -   "What's that word I'm looking for?  I'm having a brain lock.  
            Someone help me.  Oh yeah.  Encouraging."
 

    -   "Weeds.  I hate weeds. Then my buddy came back and told 
                me, yup it's weeds."  
                

(the boy reminded me of that scene where Indiana Jones 

says, "Snakes.  I hate snakes. Please don't let it be snakes.")
 

    -    When that sister said, "North Dakota."  I could listen to her                 

say North Dakota all day long.  I love the way Grand Forks 
            Christians say, "North Dakota."  I hope you never change.    

    
    -   Or those twins who completed each other's thoughts.
 

    -    All the special songs were great, like the "I am a 
            F.A.N.A.T.I.C., I'm gonna praise God till I D.I.E."  
            And the Three Kings song from Cedar Rapids, Chicago 
            and we can't forget IOWA CITY.  
 

    -   Oh, and I can't forget to thank all those Fort Collins gals who 
            went above and beyond the call of duty in washing all of 
            our grungy t-shirts.
 

12.  For some of you who are a little new to leading at these HSLT's and with your teens at home, you might want to visit our website and read a few articles posted there.         http://www.gcnwdads.com/
    
    Article # 129 - Getting Ready to Hear 
    Article # 128 - How Teen Conference Can Help 
                                Build True Character  
    Article # 122 - Bridging the Generation Gap
    Article # 120 - A Dad's Dozen
    Article # 119 - Biblical Values for Teen Ministry
    Article # 115 - Just Not in Charge
    Article # 113 - Why Dad's Led Teen Ministry Succeeds
    Article # 109 - Tough Talk About Teen Ministry
 

13.  Thank you Lakeville for bringing the music and leading us in song.  Stone Cry, you did a great job.  Honest.  Direct.  Heart-felt.
 

I need to finish this email.  (
 

       Galatians 6:9 says in the New American.     "And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.  So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith."  
    

I think God helped us to apply that Scripture last week.  
 

Love you all.  If we can ever do anything for you, your family or your faith - don't hesitate to call.  I remain your servant.  
 

I want to sign this Craig and I, and again, thank you brother for how hard you work.  
 

Keep pressing, Rick Whitney and Craig Swing
     - If you would like to pass on this wrap up email to your other parents, feel free -  
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