HSLT Colorado 2007 

“Final Wrap-up”
Late July, 2007

Dads, Moms, Youth Workers, Pastors,

  
    Thank you all, once again, for taking time out of your busy summer schedules to lead your youth to last week's HSLT Colorado 2007.  

 

My prayer leading up to this conference was that there would be "Much searching of heart"  - among all of us.  I believe He answered.  I believe God helped.  

If you have a moment, whether you were with us or whether you sent your son or daughter, we sure would appreciate any thoughts you might have from the time. 

  

I did teach quite a bit for a couple reasons.  In years past, I have usually only taught one session.  But this year I wanted to lay out what I think needs to be addressed, in one way or another, at all of these summer HSLT's.   
The broader themes that need to be spoken to.  I believe that the most important things that our youth need to understand and embrace are summarized by these four Scripture passages: 

 
"Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many."
                     - Mark 10:43-45

 

        "Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), that is may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth.   And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger: but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord." 

                                    


- Ephesians 6:1-4

 

"Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity."



                                    

- 1 Timothy 4:12  

 

"When I was a child, I use to speak as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things."   
                                    


- 1 Cor. 13:11

We do not plan these HSLT's for the few that may not know the Lord, or are brand new to our youth groups.  Of course they are welcome to come and have - every year.  But the main kind of high school student we are trying to speak to is -  the one who needs to get dead serious about his or her faith.

Attached at the end of this letter is the history of HSLT Colorado and our Spring Conferences here in Great Commission Northwest.  

To remind you, when we began, we started many years ago with a Spring Teen Conference and it included the Northlands.  Those Spring Conferences were 'one packed weekend' - every Spring.  And they grew.  Eventually to almost 600.  Then we multiplied them into three locations.  One in the north.  One in the east.  And one here out west. 

About this same time, our churches in the eastern half of the U.S. started HSLT Myrtle Beach.  And after a couple of years here in GCNW, we added HSLT Colorado - to our church’s annual youth calendar.  

Our numbers have increased at HSLT Colorado.  

But what especially encourages me is that the number of opportunities available every summer for our youth in this movement of church - has also increased.  I know of many churches that plan a week-long, mission trip to Central America or Mexico with all of their high school students as an alternative to HSLT.  I am thankful for “Mission to the City” and a number of our youth groups have attended.  I know of many churches that have organized and led “local HSLTs”, in their own backyards.  

This summer I believe there were over nine different conferences or venues that many, many youth were involved in.  HSLT Colorado being just one of them.

We mentioned that there were approximately 35 youth workers and 85 parents with us this year in the Braiden Hall dorm.  The youth workers were mostly young folks out of high school, but were helping to lead.  In addition we had 100 teens from those 85 parents. And an additional 155 teens were with us who did not have their parents there in the CSU dorms.  (375 total.)

I would like to ask for a little counsel for next year.  I believe we should continue with HSLT Colorado, but I am wondering if we should multiply another HSLT, possibly two more, that are closer to a lot of our parents.  

My over-arching concern is that we work to continue to have more and more parents involved.  But a lot of parents can not take off this much time from work. What to do?

I am wondering if we should have an HSLT in the Northlands?  And maybe one in Iowa?  And maybe another one?  In addition to HSLT Colorado.

Recently none of the Colorado churches and their youth has had the joy and opportunity of going on a road trip together to a conference. Not for many years.  

For those of you that do have a road trip coming out to Colorado, your conference is actually two days longer.  Two additional days of interaction, conversation and character correction.  I believe that is a plus.

If we had another HSLT, or possibly two more HSLT's, a local church could still go to any venue they choose.  Some may drive east.  Some may drive west.  But if you had even 75 youth and 75 parents from a couple of churches, together at a camp, you could have a rockin' good time.  

I believe it is critical that we plan for and encourage more parents to attend these HSLT's.  We could start them on a Thursday night and run all day Friday, Saturday and Sunday.   Many parents could drive and be with us after work on Friday and spend Saturday and Sunday right alongside their youth in service evangelism or witnessing or whatever over the weekend.  

And everyone could then load up and drive through the night and be home by Monday morning.  That is, if we had more than just the one venue in Colorado.

 I would like to hear what you all think of this.  

If there was general consensus that it might be good to multiply to two or more, and if you would be positive about just a three night stay (sleeping Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights at the location) and driving home after our last session on Sunday evening - the cost would go down a lot - no matter where we held these.  

Service evangelism is an opportunity that is in every one of our cities and could be a blessing to any one of our churches.

A three night stay would significantly lower the price.  I know that some of the Evergreen youth each spent $400 total to come to HSLT Colorado 2007.  
God bless you, saints, for that outlay.
GCNW, as we have in the past, underwrote this conference an additional $23 per head.  A great investment, in my opinion.  We did not want to raise the price, and have not for several years.  And we strongly desired that every student who wanted to come – would be able to. 

(Neva and I will be mailing each of your churches a small package with a few extra dog tags in each.  That is all that we had left from the 'give-aways'.)
If you have any thoughts about multiplying HSLT next year, please let me know.  Or any feedback on this year's conference.

Here are a few things for you to consider as you respond:

1.  Looking at how Faithwalkers has grown (a conference I am personally thrilled about) and that the summer, high school choices have increased already, I would encourage Great Commission Northwest to replace their Spring conferences with more local, Saturday Seminars.  
We did one here along the Front Range this past year and it was a success.  Loveland hosted it.  9 a.m. till 3 p.m. on a Saturday with lunch provided.  Each teen could come if they brought a parent.  There were panel discussions and teachings and it was a good Saturday. This Saturday Seminar didn't cost anything and there was no overnight stay and every parent could attend if they wanted to.

2.  If we do have 2 or even 3 HSLT's next summer, I would strongly ask that the leaders and teachers would hold onto those first four Scriptures to guide us on what we teach.  These are the issues I majored on with my 7 youth and I believe that we should be concentrating on them with all of our youth.  
A lot of different themes can be developed and a lot of different messages can be shared, but with all of our creativity, I hope that we somehow talk about these four Scriptural truths.
3.  And I would be thrilled to work with and coach fathers and leaders who will have teens "in the hunt" for the next five and ten years. I would be honored to help fathers lead these HSLT's - who have older teens who are practicing those "Three Positions".  (Before, Between, Beneath)  We again talked about these three on Sunday morning at this year's HSLT.  We are not looking for perfection.  We are all working with our youth.  But we must believe in the practical importance of those three postures and attitudes.  

And I am not going anywhere.  Even though my kids have gone on to college, I love helping.  But I am looking for fathers of teens that have embraced those Three Positions.  And are showing some fruit in it.

Anyway, if you have any feedback or any counsel or any thoughts or encouragement - I sure would enjoy receiving your input.

I appreciate every one of you parents and I pray for the parents of teens in our churches here in this region – often.  Very often.
I remain your servant.

Keep pressing, Rick
P.S.  I believe that the following words kind of summarize where we want our boys (and girls) to be, by the time they graduate from high school –
"What we have a right to expect of any boy is that he shall turn out to be a good man.  The chances are strong that he will not be much of a man unless he is a good deal of a boy.
He must not be a coward, a weakling, a bully, a shirk, nor a prig.  He must work hard and play hard.  He must be clean-minded and clean-lived and able to hold his own under all circumstances and against all comers.
It is only on these conditions that he will turn out to be the kind of man of whom we may really be proud.

        In life, as in a football game, the principle to follow is – Hit the line hard, do not foul, and do not shirk; but hit the line hard!"            
                                                                -  Teddy Roosevelt

History – GCNW Spring Teen Conferences 

2006

YMCA, Estes Park

           12th
     Sunstream Camp, Ogden

2005

YMCA, Estes Park
                       11th
     Sunstream Camp, Ogden

2004

YMCA, Estes Park

           10th     
       Sunstream Camp, Ogden

2003

Crooked Creek Ranch, Frazier 
9th   
       Sunstream Camp, Ogden

2002

Camp Id-Ra-Ha-Je, Bailey
  
8th
       Sunstream Camp, Ogden

2001

Deer Creek Camp, Bailey
  
7th
       State 4-H Camp, Madrid

2000

Hidden Acres, Dayton
,
 
6th
1999

Eppley Salv. Army Camp, Bellevue
5th
1998

Camp Kitaki, Southbend 

4th
1997

Sunstream Retreat Center, Ogden
3rd
1996

Assembly of God Camp, Ogden
2nd
1995

Camp Sunnyside, Des Moines
1st
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