Great Commission Northwest

HSLT Plans for Next Summer 2008:  
    
I'm writing everyone who was involved in last summer's HSLT ’07, here in Colorado. Everyone who was on our 10 week, email countdown, leading up to that time.  
I have some good news.  
 

Dear Dads, Moms, Pastors, Youth Leaders,
Have you had a crazy, busy fall and now here’s Christmas?  I have.  
But in all my travels, and whenever I thought of next summer's HSLT 2008, I have had one concern.  One thing that I have prayed about, over and over.  

That God would encourage many fathers to believe that they could lead their own edition of a summer HSLT - right in their own backyards. That we could multiply our locations.
I wrote a few times to some men and got on the phone a few times and I am tickled now to share that  Next summer we will be doing 3 HSLT's!  
I believe that this will result in even more parents being involved.  More dads.  More moms.  And when more parents are involved in teaching and leading and serving, right beside their high school youth - good things always happen.  
This is so crucial, and you have heard me say this so many times, I'm guessing you are tuning me out . . . right about now.  
Please don't.
"He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers;"  - Malachi 4:6  
This verse is found in an odd place in a little known book.  I don't really know why it's inserted here at the end of the Old Testament.  But I know it is quoted - often.
For God to turn the hearts of fathers to their children is a great promise.  And fathers need to first wake up and turn back to their families, before you hardly ever see a teen's heart respond.   
But what does it mean to turn your heart to your children?  I don't think it means you just have affection for them. Unbelievers have affection for their kids.  
I believe this means that men have decided to roll up their sleeves and get involved in every aspect of their son's and daughter's lives.  That they will not count their life fully successful, unless they have invested the time necessary to train and instruct their youth.  We don't turn out robots and our children will make their own decisions.  But we must give it our best shot at training them.    

Do we remember how this verse ends?  There is more to the verse.  It is not just a promise.  The verse also has a warning.  

If the first phrase does not occur, (fathers turning) then the second phrase (children turning) will never occur.  At least that's my observation.  

 But the warning is found in the third phrase of this verse.   "He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse."  - Malachi 4:6

Our country is suffering terribly and I think where we suffer the most is in our marriages and with our own families.  I don't care if we live in a Corinth or a Rome.  We Christians can and must be different, and one of the keys is to have parents and youth connecting in unusual and in challenging circumstances.  Like HSLT.   

Anyway, we are going to have 3 of them next summer.  Here they are:
July 10-13    Front Range HSLT  (in Colorado)

July 10-13    Northlands HSLT  (in Minnesota)
July 24-28    Parent Teen Leadership Conference  (in Iowa) 

I like what the Iowa guys have named theirs.  Maybe we should name all three a Parent Teen Leadership Conference.  PTLC describes what we have been doing for over 10 years more clearly than HSLT.
Here along the Front Range the pastors of our Loveland church have agreed to help coordinate and lead theColorado edition.  In the Northlands some of the pastors of our Evergreen church have agreed to lead.  And in Iowa some of the pastors from Ames and Des Moines will help lead and coordinate that one.  All 25 churches who participated last summer are welcome to go to any one of these three.
In Colorado we will stayin the dorms at Colorado State University.  In Minnesota we are nailing down a college dorm near the Twin Cities.  In Iowa we will be staying in the new Walnut Creek building there in Des Moines.  

Last summer we had about 400 here in Colorado. Multiplying to 3 conferences next summer will, I truly believe, help us have up to 200 high school youth and their parents involved in each - for a total of 600!  And I think the biggest increase will be in more parents carving out a long weekend and stepping right in beside their sons and daughters - in service projects, in witnessing, in whole-hearted worship, in listening to good instruction and in leading small groups and tie-downs.

I am excited that we are going to be doing this. Twelve years ago we only had one venue for our youth for this whole nation.  

Faithwalkers is straight ahead and we are looking forward to it. Faithwalkers has grown and is a wonderful 3-day conference for high school youth and their parents.  

With Faithwalkers in mind and looking ahead to3 more regionalized HSLT's next summer, again I want to encourage our churches to evaluate the role of a Spring Teen Conference.  Our Spring Teen Conferences have served a great purpose in the past, but I wonder if our local church calendar is becoming too full.  

As a kind of replacement, we have suggested more local Saturday Seminars, where a few or even one local church can easily plan a great Saturday workshop for teens and parents.  With good instruction, a little food, worship, some interaction, low price, a short travel, parents involved and hard-hitting topics - a Saturday Seminar can get a lot done with our high school youth and with their parents without committing to another weekend youth conference.  
These Saturday Seminars don't need a lot of bodies to be a success.  We had one here in Colorado last winter and the churches are planning another for this coming February 2008.  Only had a few youth and their parents but it was a rich, honest Saturday.
This is a side issue.  But with Faithwalkers emergence, and 3 HSLT's we are just questioning how many more two and three day conferences should be planned into a church's calendar for their youth.  
The most important plan is to have a way for parents to instruct their youth, week after week, right in our local church.    

Back to next summer's 3 HSLT's.  Sometime early next spring we would ask that each of the 25 churches that participated in last summer's HSLT tell us where you would like to go and what your plans are for the summer of '08.  It will help us in our planning and preparation to have a better idea of how many will be attending each of the three locations.

I love road trips andhow it can bind hearts, but the trump card in my mind was always what would allow even more parents to be involved.  More local HSLT's would allow more dads to take off one or two days from work and join us.  

I have offered each of these teams of leaders my help in anyway I can. 

God bless you. Have a wonderful Christmas! 

I remain your servant. 


Keep pressing, Rick

P.S. Here are 10 reasons why we wanted to go to 3 locations:  
1.  Here is my bottom line, men.  "We must get more dads involved."  

2.  Fathers need to be teaching and as I shared last July, I deeply want to pass on this opportunity to you fathers.  

3.  I am willing to give up the road trips.  I am willing to give up a lot of things,  mountains, scenery, etc. But we have to get parents attending and serving and leading small groups during these HSLT's. 

4.  This year over 150 teens were without a parent at our HSLT.   

5.  If we did these HSLT's over a long 3 to 4 day weekend we could insist that no youth participate without their parent right beside them.  And if we had it in three locations, dads won't have to take much vacation time - if any.  I am not sure we should insist, but we could definitely be stronger.  

6.  I know that the dynamics would feel different.  The overall numbers in each location would be smaller.  But it does not mean that we could not have great teaching and great worship.  It does not mean it would not be great.  

 7.  We could have last night "Commissioning Ceremonies" in all three locations as our high schoolers look ahead to their school year.  And be proud of our kids.  

8.  If we strongly encourage every parent being with every teen, we give our parents a chance to be spiritual leaders before their children.  Heroes before their kids.  

9.  I know that families walk into our churches and we can't ask them to teach Sunday School or their youth the first week they show up.  But we can ask them to teach by the 4th week!  We must recognize that it is in their marriages and with their youth that is God's training ground to really train the parent.  

10.  I don't understand why we pull the parents off in one direction and try to equip them for one to two years and pull their youth in a different direction and try to teach them.  When the school and the teaching is right under their feet, back at home, 24/7 and between the youth and their parents.  We must give parents opportunity to grow as spiritual leaders even when they are young in the Lord.

    
I will never forget that fire-fighter who was crying with me years ago and asking if it was too late for him to lead his twelve year old, twin boys.  They wanted to be baptized and he first wanted to be baptized himself.  He also recognized that even before that, he needed to get saved!  

He was determined to get saved.  He was gonna get baptized. And he was determined to baptize his boys.  

     
But what he was crying about was whether he was too late to the party.  

     
I told him he wasn't.  I told him to suck it up and get after it.

                                    
Family Driven Faith: 

Doing What it Takes to Raise Sons and Daughters Who Walk With God 
by Voddie Baucham. (Crossway 2007)

Baucham challenges parents fearful of taking on this responsibility – “If you can read, you can teach your children God’s Word. All you have to do is stay a step ahead of them. …besides, God would not have given you the responsibility unless He knew you could handle it.” 

In addition to Bible teaching and family worship, Baucham says that the very culture of our families must be reformed –  “Our homes must be rife with the aroma of love. Those who visit us should notice immediately that they have left the world of self-serving, egocentric narcissism and have entered a safe harbor where people value and esteem others above themselves.” 

Multigenerational faithfulness comes at the cost of parents actually living out what the believe. Baucham says, “We cannot expect our children to rise above our example. …We can try to teach them to do as we say, not as we do, but our words can only go so far when they are contradicted by our actions.”

Baucham critiques numerous modern American innovations – dating, youth groups, age-segregated ministry, anti-natalism – that far too many Christian parents and pastors have uncritically embraced. 
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