Great Commission Northwest

God’s Will For Your Life  - “The Cross Diagram”
Christian Disciple, 


All of us need personal roadmaps, guideposts when we first start to follow our Savior.  New believers need a starting point for their spiritual journey.  

What follows is the roadmap God gave us thirty years ago, when we were first getting going.  We were desperate to have a plan, a method.  And we were looking for a plan - from God Himself.  
If He showed us a way to understand the New Testament, we promised each other and our Savior that we would follow it and do it together - for the rest of our lives.  

We wanted to follow God and make disciples.  We were searching for direction that would be true for all of us and each of us.  And the answers we were looking for welded us together as a movement of men and women and churches.   
When you first come to Christ and begin reading the New Testament, you right away see an overwhelming number of messages, principles and truths.  
Each is exciting, but often we ask, how does it all fit together?  What is the overarching blueprint?  We asked God for His blueprint and this is what He gave us.  

We have now come to know that the blueprint written down in this paper contains God’s will for every believer, and that these major principles can form an outline from which we can then obey Him.  God’s Will For Your Life  - “The Cross Diagram” - gives guidance as we each daily decide just how to navigate this life He has given us.

Truth in the New Testament is kind of like a bunch of Christmas ornaments.  First in boxes. Then scattered on the floor.  Each and every one valuable and beautiful.  But how do they all fit?  Is there a method?  

God’s Will for Your Life – “The Cross Diagram” is the scaffolding that our Savior graciously revealed to us that summer long ago.  While the words “the Cross Diagram” are not in the Bible, we have used this phrase to describe the will of God as 

we saw it from all through the New Testament.  

It is the tree, to finish the analogy, and the major way that we have come to interpret our life responsibility as believers.  Thanks Chris Biang, for sharing your early notes from one of our first conferences where we taught on “God’s Will.”
When all of the New Testament is understood in light of God’s Will, an individual Christian has a framework of confidence that he is obeying His Savior and following His Lord.  That he is obeying the major life directives that Jesus left us.  






      Keep pressing, Rick Whitney

So here it is:  
1.  Does God want us to know and understand His specific will for our life?


“Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise,

making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  So then do not be foolish, 
but understand what the will of the Lord is.”

- Ephesians 5:15-17
2.  Here are the key text verses upon which we sketched out the Cross Diagram, as a kind of visual to help us.  We began with our Lord’s summary passage where He Himself was challenged by a lawyer to reduce the teachings of the Bible down into a few crisp words.  
     This is where He began and where we started.  
“But when the Pharisees heard that He had put the Sadducees to silence, they gathered themselves together.  And one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?"  And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  "This is the great and foremost commandment. "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."”







- Matthew 22:34-40

“Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory; and he said to Him, "All these things will I give You, if You fall down and worship me." Then Jesus said to him, "Begone, Satan! For it is written, 'YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.'” 

- Matthew 4:8-10

“But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.”

- 1 Peter 2:8-10
“And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”
- Luke 9:23

3.  So we drew out this Cross Diagram:  
- We are to love our Lord with all we have.  
- We are to love our neighbors.  There are only, ultimately, two types of neighbors on this earth.  Saved and lost.  We want to win our lost neighbors and build up the saved.   
-We are also commanded to die to self, this world and all it offers. No small task, but one that the Lord assumed His followers would embrace. 
[image: image1.emf]4.  First we must love God.  And we do this by receiving Him. Then we learn more of Him all through our life, and reveal what we truly know by obeying Him.  
“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,”  
- John 1:12
“Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were so.”




- Acts 17:11

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.”








- 2 Timothy 2:15
"If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”






- John 14:15


“But prove yourselves doers of the Word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.”





- James 1:22
5.  Secondly, we studied our responsibility to our lost neighbors and examined our Savior’s life as our example.  
"For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."








- Luke 19:10

“But He said to them, "I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose."”


- Luke 4:43

This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

- 1 Timothy 2:3-4

"You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you.”


- John 15:16
6.  Our Lord Jesus Christ’s last words after he had lived, walked and taught for three years, then died and rose again – His very last words to His men were what gripped us.  
     These words are really His last will and testament.  They have been called the Great Commission, upon which we named our movement of churches.  

"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."  








- Matthew 28:19-20
7.  To win the lost was clearly our Lord’s purpose in life and in death.  Paul then followed Christ as our example of a mortal man who imitated our Lord’s purpose 
and embraced God’s Will as his own.
“Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men . . .  For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died;  and He died for all, that they who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. . . Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation . . .  and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” 


- 2 Corinthians 5:9-20

“For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, that I might win the more.  And to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law, though not being myself under the Law, that I might win those who are under the Law; to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, that I might win those who are without law.  To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, that I may by all means save some.  And I do all things for the sake of the gospel, that I may become a fellow partaker of it. Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win.”





- 1 Corinthians 9:19-24
8.  Paul was also not shy about recruiting every Christian to this very same purpose in life – to be involved in winning the lost.  

“Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;  in no way 
alarmed by your opponents-- which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God. For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.  If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,  make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.”
- Philippians 1:27-2:2
“All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify.  Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor. . .   Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God;  just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of the many, that they may be saved.  Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.”

- 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1

“Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.”


- Philippians 3:17

“The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things; and the God of peace shall be with you.”







- Philippians 4:9

“And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.”









- 2 Timothy 2:2

9.  Before moving over to the other half of the Cross Diagram and examining our responsibilities to the saved, just a quick word on the futility of living for self.  
     We put self and the world at the foot of the Cross Diagram.

"For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.  "For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?”

- Luke 9:24-25
“Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.  And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides forever.”




- 1 John 2:15-17
10.  Our Lord told us to love our neighbor as ourselves.  If our neighbors are saved, they are part of God’s church and we are to love His church and serve it for the rest of our lives.  This too is God’s Will for our life.  
       Moving from the lost to the saved, we asked what was God’s pattern, God’s plan on how we are to serve and love Christians.  We found God’s plan was revealed through the structure and mission of the New Testament church.  

       But the New Testament church was unlike anything we had ever read or understood.  The church was revealed as a kind of family.  It was also described as a living, breathing organism.  And the New Testament church was also compared to an army.  

* The New Testament Church is God’s household.
“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household.” 

- Ephesians 2:19
“but in case I am delayed, I write so that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.”




- 1 Timothy 3:15
* The New Testament Church has family dynamics.
“Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.”


- Hebrews 13:17
“Make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.”





- Philippians 2:2-4
* The New Testament Church is a body with a very real Head.
“And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”







- Ephesians 1:22-23

* The New Testament Church body has many parts.

“For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function,  so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.”



- Romans 12:4-5
* The New Testament Church body is designed to work.  
“but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that 
which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.”



- Ephesians 4:15-16
* The New Testament Church is an active army.
“Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.”


- 2 Timothy 2:3-4
* The New Testament Church army is where we are equipped, trained.

“Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
- Ephesians 6:11-12

* The New Testament Church army is seriously caught in a great struggle.

“Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.”








- 1 Timothy 6:12

11.  When we looked at God’s Will for our life as revealed in the New Testament we 
saw the church as His intended method to carry out all of His will.  The church was His 
‘Base of Operations,’ from which He has sought for centuries to win the lost and build up the body of Christ.  
“And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.”





- Ephesians 4:11-16
12.  As we studied the book of Acts we saw the New Testament church’s practices, its goals, purposes, and its example clearly laid out for all of us to read and attempt to imitate and follow.

“And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. And everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles.”








- Acts 2:42-43

13.  Our whole future life was defined within these verses.  God’s Will for our life was revealed in the pattern of those first century believers.  And we were thrilled to read that those early believers were incredibly successful in carrying out God’s Will.
“but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."



- Acts 1:8
"Consequently, King Agrippa, I did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision, but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance.”



- Acts 26:19-20

“First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world.”
- Romans 1:8

“For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything.”


- 1 Thessalonians 1:8
14.  At the end of 1000 years, 1 out of 100 citizens on this planet were believers.  
        2,000 years after He died and rose and gave His Great Commission to His church, 
1 out of 8 citizens on this planet are believers!  We are winning!
     “Evangelical Christians are the fastest growing major religious group in the world today and it is the only one growing rapidly by conversion.”








- Patrick Johnstone

      In 1974 approximately one half of the world’s population was beyond the reach of 
the church.  Today just one third of the world’s population lives beyond the reach of the church.  God is winning!
15.  At the end of our study of the New Testament, having gained understanding of what God has already revealed and what His will was for each of our lives - we had only one question left to wrestle with:  Were we willing to attempt to do God’s Will as revealed in the New Testament?  
“For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to what a man has, not according to what he does not have.”

- 2 Corinthians 8:12
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