Great Commission Northwest

Giving “Grace” to each other – among Men and in our Homes.
Brothers,


Just a few thoughts on how we need to be very, very careful in our speech with each other.  A while back I was asked to write on this topic and so here are my thoughts.  

“Grace” in the dictionary is defined as “unmerited, divine assistance given to man, for his regeneration or sanctification.”  Pretty straightforward language. ( 

At the very first, while lost, He gave us what we did not deserve.  He showed us grace.   And now as Christians, He continues to give us what we don’t deserve.  When we remember His actions and thoughts towards us, His shown love will always bring us back to a right attitude of thankfulness.


If we are going to imitate this kind of grace in our speech within our families and with other men, we have a tall order to fill.  It is probably most challenging at home. But I am convinced that God wants us to copy Him and increase in grace, in both our conversation and in our actions towards our fellow believers.


In this paper we hope to give you a little “grist for the mill.”  Whether you meet in a small group with other fathers, or you are simply taking this home, we hope that this doc. might spark conversation and good discussion.


We know that “gracious speech” is a foundational requirement for any leader that hopes to persevere within his family and in the church.  When I sat down to write this, I was much aware that you men already believe the importance of, “Let(ting) your speech always be with grace, seasoned, as it were with salt.” 

What could I add, that would instruct and maybe inspire you to increase in the grace we need to show to each other?  And to our wives and to our children?  

I turned to my cards.  

I have a fair collection of quotations, written on 3’ x 5’s, that I have kept in 
a drawer in my desk for over thirty years.  Thumbing through them, I pulled the following on – “Showing Grace to each Other, Through our Attitude and Through our Speech.”

Here’s what I took from the cards:

Keep pressing, Rick
1.  “We have met the enemy and they is us.”  


- Pogo, a cartoon figure.   

We need to first examine our own heart and spirit.  Either before the phone        

      call, or meeting, or just by glancing at my own heart, every morning. 

First, I need to heal myself.


2.  “You will not become a saint through knowing about other people’s sins.”









- Anton Chekhov


           A gracious man doesn’t want to know some things.

3.  “I have more trouble with D.L. Moody, than with any other man I’ve met.”









- D.L. Moody


           This is where we need to apply ourselves first, brothers.
4.  “We evaluate others with a godlike justice, but we want them to evaluate us 

with a godlike compassion.”



- Sydney Harris


           Always remember that love speaks first with humility and always with hope.


5.  “How rarely we weigh our neighbor in the same balance in which we weigh 

 ourselves.”





- Thomas a Kempis

I need to realize when I am being harsh in my spirit, because our spirit will

                   always affect our speech.

6.  “See everything. Overlook a great deal.  Improve a little.”









- Pope John XXIII

Remember how dangerous our criticisms can actually be.  Often our words lack    

      balance and are easily tainted by our emotions. Be careful of too many words, words   

      that can wear out our wives, our children, another dad.
7.  Even when there are specific things we see in each other’s life, we should 

remember Charles Spurgeon’s words on this topic –

      “You cannot sin as much as God can forgive.  If it comes to a pitched 
battle between sin and grace,  you shall not be as bad as God is good.  We 
can only sin as a man, but God can forgive as a God.”    
 - Charles Spurgeon

8.  “Pride grows in the human heart, like lard on a pig.” 
 - Alexander Solzhenitsyn

        This one makes me laugh and helps keep me a little more careful about my own
tendency to usually think that I can always understand a particular issue.  As well 

as my brother’s heart! 
 “My, what arrogance, Rick.”

9. “On the whole, God’s love for us is a much safer subject to think about than 

our love for Him.”  




- C.S. Lewis

No big comment.  I include this to remind us to always search our heart, before we speak to our brother, or our wife – to those who have God also in their heart.

10.  “If anyone would like to acquire humility, I can, I think, tell him the first step.  

The first step to humility is to realize that one is proud.  And a big step 

that is.”


 


- C.S. Lewis

 
Humility is always, always, required, if we ever hope to grow in this kind of 

gentle, gracious, life-giving speech. 
11.  “The longer I live, the larger allowances I make for human weaknesses.”









- John Wesley

Always we are called to be patient in our dealings with each other.  And this patience needs to be shown through our speech.
12.  “. . . gods fade, but God abides and in man’s heart . . . speaks with the clear, unconquerable cry. . . of energies and hopes that cannot die.”









- an English sonnet



Remember that God is “for” your brother.”
13.  “He who trusts men will make fewer mistakes than he who distrusts them.”









- Anonymous

While we know each other better as the years mount up, I would challenge us to never become pessimistic in our beliefs about our fellow elder, another father, or our family, never doubt their progress and growth in the Lord.  

“He is completing, what He has begun.”

14.  “No Christian pastor can be a pessimist, for Christianity is a symbol of 

radical optimism.”




- G.K. Chesterton

15.  “When you say a situation or person is hopeless, you are slamming the door

 in the face of God.”




- Charles Allen

16.  “If the preacher is angry, he soon puts the congregation under bondage.”









- Charles Stanley



One man said that, “Truth without love is dogmatic.”

17.  “It will not do for us to be all united together, by yielding to one 

another’s mistakes.”




- Charles Spurgeon

Spurgeon also said that, “Love without truth is deceptive.”   These two portions of an important principle, form the nub of our dilemma, don’t they men?  

Somehow God has to help us hold truth and love, both close to our heart.

18.  “Being a minister is just reminding people over and over, and then reminding them again, of what is most important in life.”  
- Clifford Peale

As fathers, as men of God, let’s make sure that we are reminding each other about what is eternal and not speaking always about the petty, the mundane, or the trivial, those things that wait for us every Monday morning. They always wait.

19.  “There is one sin which I believe I have never committed.  I think that I have never been afraid of any of you.”

- Charles Spurgeon, 
   speaking to his church family.
If we are afraid, we will be out of the Spirit and then always out of balance in our speech and our behavior towards each other.  Often too strong because we are afraid.
20.  “I do not expect to live long. . . therefore I speak very plainly.”








- Robert Murray McCheyne



Keep it simple men, and get to the point.  This too is a mark of grace filled 

speech.  To be honest, simple, plain - is often the most loving way to talk.


These words from great men (at least most are great men) are worth chewing on. 
I hope they challenge you, as they have challenged my heart, over the years.









- Rick Whitney, July, 2000

