a GCLI paper - 
“How committed should I be to my local church?” 

“What does Jesus Christ expect of me?”

These are important questions that pastors and leaders often have to deal with in our churches.  We need to have an answer to these questions, and probably will need a good answer for years to come, unless the American church changes and becomes much more sold out and radical.  

Consumers in the Church are not very committed.

When we read the New Testament we see that the church is a great and glorious creation.  God could have started this Christian age in a variety of ways, but He started this whole Gospel business by creating His church.  And through the church He seeks to win this world.  

But the church has been reduced.  It is smaller today.  Often we think of it as an “add on”, a second thought or an afterthought.  A good thing, but a small thing.  Not strongly relevant to our society.  But the church is relevant and we need to redefine how great it is and how committed we must be to it.       

There is a strong, ‘Consumer mindset’, often held unaware by us, that has permeated much of our thinking and church culture.  Given this wide spread attitude, just how should we talk about commitment to our local churches?   

When people visit the local church, many times they often first ask, ‘Is there anything in it for me?’  We evaluate the church and rate it, often unconsciously, but often, nevertheless.  Not necessarily with malice, but with expectation and a too quick, critical eye.  

“Do these people love me and appreciate me?  Is there a quality Sunday School program?  Do we like the music?  Is there a strong youth ministry?  Is the pastor funny?  Is the preaching sound?  Do I feel like I am loved in this church?”  
The questions go on and on and there is a kind of built-in, self-centered attitude in every one of them.  
“I want things from the church.  I want those things according to my own personal or family’s schedule.  Why should I, or anyone, question what I want?  Don’t 
we all have a right to pick and choose?”  
Here in America, we usually ask how we can get the most out of our local church - with the least commitment. 
 But our prayer and the hope of this paper is to help Christians ask, “How can I invest my life for maximum impact in my local church?”


George Barna, statistician to the church, says that less than 40% of Christians who describe themselves as faithful members – even attend church.  He says that 20-25% of the Christians in America change church – every year!  

As Josh Harris writes in his book, Stop Dating The Church, “These days, experts describe America as a nation of ‘Believers’ but not ‘Belongers’.”

Harris’ book is a good personal testimony of how he decided to give his life to a local church. 

Given this kind of church climate, questions of commitment and loyalty to the local church seem odd, out of place, even offensive.  In this kind of Christian culture, the  consumer is the final judge, arbiter, and the one who decides whether he is committed or not, based on his own personal standards.  

“If I don’t like the church, I’ll find another.  Surely I can always find a good church?  I might want to move to a better climate for better weather and probably I can find a good church there?  What if my job leads me to another city?”

Many of these questions might be answered, “Yes,” but what is really going on in our heart when we ask these kinds of questions?  

It seems that the real question behind the questions is - 

                         - “Who is Lord of my Life?” 

Because the church is often just a hobby to many of us – the important personal questions are answered, ultimately, all alone.  And when we are alone we often fall back upon our flesh.  Our flesh ‘seasons’ the answer.  

My fleshly desires - maybe all cleaned up, sanitized, spiritualized and organized, but still just my flesh –  are strongly positioned in the driver’s seat of my life.
  It is often my flesh that is working to insure that I keep my pleasures and pursue my comforts and we need to recognize it as such. 

The flesh is always independent. The flesh wants to remain alone, the ultimate authority over our life.  Our flesh always seeks its ease and leaving a church is always easier than sticking it out.  Leaving community is easier for the flesh, but leaving community is not best for our spirit.  And when we leave our discipleship relationships are fundamentally altered. There is a rupture. And then we have to start over again. 
Sadly, many Christians start over, and start over, and start over again and again throughout their Christian life. 

There is very little noble about being involved in just a club.
And the local church is not a club.  The local church is not a disposable thing and was not formed by God to serve our flesh.   

Church is not a hobby.  It has been designed by God to be a kind of family and a family like no other.  It is not a club or just an activity.  In America we often think of it this way.  But it is surely not a hobby to us.  

We recognize the church as God’s glorious vehicle and God’s intended method to reach this world.  The vision He has given to the church is a great thing, a grand thing.  

And if we are committed to it, we can be a part of the greatness of it.

When someone says to us, “I prayed about it and have taken that job offer.”  

“I hope we find a good church there.  A church just like this one.”  “Do you know of a good church in that town, pastor?”, we need to recognize that they may not have been taught something crucial.      

When a Christian says these kinds of things to us, we need to face up to the fact that we may have failed him in some way.  
Here is how.  We may have failed to articulate just how glorious this church vision really is.  
Maybe they just did not embrace our vision, but maybe we did not share it as passionately as we should have.  

The church is a very noble bond - among great men and great women.

1.  First we need to be committed to God.
We know we should be committed to our Savior and to His church universal, but just how committed should I be to my local church?  What is God’s heart on this whole subject? 
 Commitment speaks to loyalty.  And loyalty speaks to courage.  And no one wants to be ranked with cowards.  So what does the Bible teach when it comes to loyalty and commitment?  
Or what are principles from the Word that could guide us in answering these questions? In tackling this, we probably first need to state some general truths. 

First off, there are different levels of commitment and loyalty as taught and demonstrated in the Bible.  

Every Christian is first committed and loyal to our Savior and to His Word.  This is an obvious truth, but one that needs to always be stated up front. Our Savior is the One who bought us with His shed blood.  (2 Corinthians 5:14,15)  And to Him we owe our first allegiance.    

Commitment in marriage is another level that is clearly taught in the Bible.  

“Till death do us part,” are not just words.  They speak to a very real teaching and precedent, taught by our Lord Himself when He walked this earth.  (Matthew 19:4-6) 

Jesus said, “Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.”   
No one would debate that commitment in marriage is foundational to the health of a society.  God wants us loyal to our mate for the rest of our lives - period.  
And the importance of this kind of commitment seems to be on a higher plane than the commitment we can have towards one another in the church. 


In addition, on another level, commitment of one man to another is praised in many places in God’s Word.  For instance, the commitment of Jonathan and David as friends and soldiers, to each other, has been treasured for thousands of years.  

“After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself.” - 1 Samuel 18:1  
“And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, because he loved him, as he loved himself.” 

 -1 Samuel 20:17

2.  When we commit to our local church, we are following our Savior.
Our Lord Himself is our champion and first example in what it means to be passionately committed to the local church and the believers found in it.  Even when we are faithless, He remains faithful, because He can not deny who He is.  
His faithfulness, loyalty, and strong commitment to each of us in the local church has already been demonstrated by His death on the cross.  

Through inspiration, Paul often writes in each of his epistles, in great and grand terms, just how much Jesus Christ loved each of those local, New Testament churches.  

And at the end of the New Testament in the book of Revelations, our Lord writes with warning and tenderness to seven different New Testament churches and reveals His great heart towards each of them.    

Our Lord’s example is given to us to help us value and teach loyalty and passionate commitment.  I believe God wants us to teach and promote loyalty and commitment within our local church, regardless of the culture we live in or the attitudes people might carry into our churches.  

Paul taught commitment and patterned it.  He was sold out as a servant to the local church and he challenged others to follow him.  In Philippians 3:17, he wrote, “Brethren, join in following my example and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.” He invited believers to join him.  We need to join with believers who are following Paul’s example – and then stick with them.  

We cannot compare our standards to the present state of the church.  The church in America is anemic and weak.  If we think we are above average, yet are only looking at our modern church - we lack wisdom.  We must look to the Word and the heroic examples of commitment found in the book of Acts, to begin to establish any kind of baseline on how we ought to act and behave towards each other today. 
 If we compare our present commitment to the 1st Century church’s commitment - we would probably often be below average.   
I believe that one of the single biggest decisions we will ever make, as a Christian, that will determine our success as a believer, is whether we will commit to our brothers and sisters for life.  Almost every major life lesson I have ever learned as a Christian, was taught to me in my local church.  It is in community that our life and our mission are worked out.  And it is in our local church where we can achieve greatness.  

There are probably many other important spiritual decisions we each must make.  But all of these decisions gain power and are tested when we see that God wants us to live them out, sold out for your own platoon.  Your local church.    


In the local church our sanctification is worked out.  Hebrews 10:24 tells us how this happens.  “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good deeds.”  

If we have no involvement and commitment with a local assembly, we will not be able to obey this verse.  Nor will others be able to obey it with us.    

Sid Greenberg, an author, once wrote, “There is greatness in patient endurance, in unyielding loyalty, in steadfast adherence to vows given, to promises made.” 
 In our spirit, we know that commitment holds a greatness.  But it is so rare today.  

“If I don’t like the school, I switch.  If I don’t like the coach, I look for another.  

If I don’t like my neighbors, I move.  If the job is hard, I start sending out the resume.”  
This is the heart of the matter.  

The language of the New Testament is not about “ I ”  

The heartbeat of the New Testament is “ We”
3.  Commitment is tested through community.

“The acts of the sinful nature (flesh) are obvious: . . . selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy. . .” - Galatians 5:19


When we remain alone as the ultimate authority for our life, sadly we will not get to where we deeply want to go.  We want to do great things. God has made us this way.  But we will never accomplish great things alone.  


Mark Bowen from Evergreen Community Church asks just how can an individual Christian distinguish the leading of the Holy Spirit and separate that leading from our own emotions, our own personality, and our flesh?  

He answers that we need to test it by examining the Word, and test what we think is God’s leading by giving it time, examining it over time.    

But Bowen especially encourages all of us to examine what we think might be God’s leading - by presenting it to community.  To fellow Christians.  To fellow leaders.  

God completes, clarifies, confirms and corrects our understanding of the leading of the Holy Spirit in community.  


This understanding necessitates the need for our being committed and involved with a local church of believers.


John Wooden, the famous UCLA coach, said, “We need someone or something, to which we must be loyal, if we are ever going to reach our potential.”


We need each other in the local church if we are ever going to reach our potential as Christians and as followers of Jesus Christ.

4.  Commitment never quits or gives up.
What are a few Biblical principles that can help us promote this noble trait? We already know deep down in our hearts that this is a value, a truth from God.  But what are some Biblical examples that might help us establish more commitment and love in our local church?

Maybe we should start with the principle of covenantal love.  The Hebrew word is, “hesed,” and is God’s expression of covenantal love, translated often as “loving kindness.”  Covenant love is a great and heroic thing, as taught in the Bible.  Covenant love is forever.  God has shown us covenant love.  Christ has shown us covenant love.  And our Lord asks us to imitate Him in following His example.  

When our Lord tells us in 1 John 5:1 that, “. . . everyone who loves the Father loves His child as well,” He has given us a focus, an outworking, a practical way to show our love for God and it is through our love for our fellow believers, within our local church.  

Our church defines the “space” where relationships are cultivated and continued.  Almost all relationships outside the local church context can often begin to wither away simply because those relationships are not sharing the same “space”.  
If we call ourselves disciples of our Savior, followers, then we will try to follow Him in a covenant heart attitude towards those brothers and sisters we walk with, every day.

1 Corinthians 13 tells us that love does not quit.  It always trusts, it always hopes, it always perseveres.  Jesus Christ has never quit on us.  If we are going to be faithful to the Lord and follow Him, we will never quit on His people.  And we will joyfully teach our people to not quit and so imitate Him.   

“Love never fails.”  These simple words are not just a general principle.  God wants us to specifically live them out in our daily life with the people He has put us with.  

We must not quit on the people right beside us.  It is the Christians we live and serve and work beside that provide the opportunity to obey these words. 
 To be faithful with them and to be committed towards them.  


Mark Darling reminded me that it is impossible for a believer to obey and fulfill any one of the over 33, “One another”, verses in the New Testament, unless we are committed somewhere to some group of believers.  

     How can we?  -


-Love one another. (John 13:34)


-Be devoted to one another. (Romans 12:5)


-Honor one another.  (Romans 12:10)


-Rejoice with one another. (Romans 12:15)


-Serve one another.  (Galatians 5:13)


-or Forgive one another. (Ephesians 4:32), unless we are involved in a committed relationship with our local church?

What about the statement, “Loyal, committed, to our local church, for the rest of our life?”  A statement like this needs to be lifted up and examined, probably as a ‘lightning rod’ kind of statement, but taught, never the less.   
It was taught at a recent HSLT Colorado  and God used it to challenge hearts and deeply encourage the hundreds of teens and parents that were there.  Very noble words.  

 I believe God wants us to be committed to this degree, for this amount of time.   

5.  Commitment to the local church is taught through the body, the army, and the family.
At times we hear that someone is committed to the universal church, but they do not follow this through in their thinking and see that they need to be committed to the Christian right beside them in their local church.  The Apostles were not just involved with the universal church.  They each were involved in planting and building local churches, over and over again.    

“But in fact, God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as He wanted them to be.”    - 1 Cor. 12:18

“But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of  itself in love.”   - Eph. 4:15,16

“Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of every day life, so that he may please the One who enlisted him as a soldier.”   - 2 Timothy 2:3,4
The church is defined and explained in the Bible by three analogies-  

     - the Body, 

-the Army, 

 

      -the Family.  


What is taught by these analogies when we think of commitment to our local church?  First off, what hand can believe in the aggregate, the whole of the body, but not care about the arm that it is attached to?   

Not to be trite, but, “The leg bone’s connected to the hip bone.”  

You can not say you are committed to the army, but not be committed to the soldier right beside you.  If anything, the soldier tells us that he would do anything for his platoon.  That he would never leave his fellow soldier behind.  Is there application here for us in the church?  


And how can we say that we believe in the family, in principle, but not care about our brother, or sister, or mom, or dad?  

We first must belong to someone and something, before we can really understand it, appreciate it, serve it, or lead it.  If we love the concept of the church as taught in the N.T., then we ought to find a local church and show it.  Find a body of believers where we can “Plant our flag and die.” 

You might ask at this point, what do you mean?  Plant our flag in the middle of some bloody field and die?  How would I do that?

Easy.  Commit your heart to your local church and then show it, by serving your brothers and sisters in Christ until your knuckles are raw.  Serve your church until your heart is broken.  Then serve some more.  And keep on serving – because they are family.  

As Paul served the Corinthians, serve your local church.  

Remember how he said that he most gladly spent his life for them, and then he went a little farther.  He went on to say in 2 Corinthians that he most gladly would be spent by them.  “Spend and be spent.”  KJV  “And I will most gladly spend and be expended for your souls.”  NAS   - 2 Corinthians 12:15. 
 What a great heart.  What a committed heart.  
I am tired of men who declare their loyalty to God or to the universal church, but not to other men.  Our Lord desires brotherhood.  I won’t walk with men who are not loyal, who are not committed to the local church.  They lack courage.  I don’t have time. 

“To have no loyalty is to have no dignity and in the end, no manhood.”  








- Peter Taylor Forsyth

6.  Committed churchmen will accomplish great things.
Early in our movement’s history, right in the middle of a wave of difficult persecution that we were all facing, a good friend and leader in the church said something that I will never forget.  Even though we were being attacked, he saw beyond that current problem, and looked ahead and saw something great that was going on.  

He challenged us, “Join us!  If you choose not to, you will still hear about us.  What God is going to do through us.  In good report and evil report.  And you will say to yourself, ‘I once knew them.’ ”  

He understood the power of staying united and he could see what God could do with us if we heeded the call.  
“Never let loyalty and kindness get away from you! Wear them like a necklace; write them deep within your heart.”
- Prov. 3:3  NLT

All the best teams in sports usually get to a point in their season where they stop and say, “I’m just playing for the guys in this locker room.”  

Who are we playing for?  Don’t keep starting over, from team to team.  God never leads a Christian to separate for himself, to seek his own desire.  Do you remember that 
classic line, “He who trusts in men will make fewer mistakes than he who distrusts them.”?  Brothers, this is still true today.    

Thinking about football, I read about some young players in California who succeeded in getting their league’s championship game moved from a Sunday to a Tuesday.  How did they do it?  Of the players on the team, five said they wouldn’t play if the game was a conflict with church.  The rest of the team backed them up, and also pledged to boycott the game out of respect for their teammates.

“We started as a team, we should end as a team,” said the quarterback, 
Jonathan Lyles in the Los Angeles Times.

Some men are loyal, some are not!  God help us to teach our people  the incredible spiritual value of practicing commitment to our local church.  

How God will build our character through our local church.

Our greatest challenge will be to build covenant relationships within a consumer culture.  We must be clear in our heart and convinced enough in our head, to build these covenantal relationships within our local churches.  God wants us strongly committed to the local church.  

“The local church is the hope of the world.”  - Bill Hybels

7.  Our understanding of how a N.T church is led should strengthen our commitment to the local church.

Maybe our view of how we think a church should be governed has some bearing on this question of commitment to the local church?  

There are two basic types of church governance.  Congregational and elder led.  

While as both types might have strengths and weaknesses, we have held as pastors a commonly shared belief that God’s pattern is for pastors/elders to lead.  

And to lead in plurality.  This does not mean that effective leading pastors are not sensitive to the wishes and desires of their flock, but we see clearly in the New Testament that elders led.  The congregations did not lead.

I don’t mean to cast any negative thoughts on congregational led churches, but it seems like Hebrews 13:17, “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep watch over you as men who must given an account.  Obey them so that their work will be a joy. . .”  and 1 Peter 5:2, “Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers – not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be. . . .”  would teach that an elder led church is the truer, Biblical model.  And that we are not only to follow and obey God’s leaders in His local church, but we are to make them even smile when they think of us!  

These passages would suggest that if we ever left our local church, that we would at least leave with the counsel and blessing of the pastors. How can church leaders give an account, without this kind of fundamental relationship with their people?   

If we are to submit ourselves to our leaders, then our commitment will always be tested.  Similar to how a wife is tested when she must submit to a husband. 

If submission to others is not a crucial part of our understanding of how a church should be led, there would, intrinsically, be less testing of commitment.  

If someone holds to a congregational view, then they probably would be less inclined because of those views, to really value submission and loyalty to the local church.  After all, believers are the ones in charge, in that world. 

8.  Are there any unusual reasons God might lead someone to leave his local church?
Are there any unusual reasons why we believe that a Christian could be led to walk away from his local church?  We have to answer, “Yes.”  God is the one who has bought us and is ultimately in charge of our lives.  

We must first however, search our hearts for any evil way, any selfish way.  And recognize how our selfishness can taint and color our decision-making. 

Our old nature wants to be independent and not a part of or in submission to - almost anything.  There is a flesh side to every one of us that just wants to be on our own.   We need to recognize this and deal with our flesh, severely.  

Decisions relating to commitment to our local church - when made without recognizing the strength and the power of our flesh - will always be suspect. 

But God is the one who leads.  And He can lead individuals as He so chooses.  

An interesting story is found in Judges Chapter 14, “Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman.  When he returned, he said to his father and mother, ‘I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah, now get her for me as my wife.’  His father and mother replied, ‘Isn’t there an acceptable woman among your people?’”  


This is where it is interesting.  The Bible inserts the following phrase.  “His parents did not know that this was from the Lord. . .”

We would counsel Samson to stay with his own people and to marry within his own nation and to be loyal and to be committed.  And we would be right in counseling him this way.  But God had a different thought.

9.  When would a Christian ever leave his local church?  

* When would a Christian ever leave his local church?  There might be a few situations such as if a church changes its basic doctrines.  For instance if it began to embrace a charismatic position, I could understand why an individual Christian might graciously need to move to another church.  


And if a church decides that it would begin to ordain women as pastors/elders, in clear opposition to the teaching of the New Testament, I could understand why an individual Christian might need to move to another church.  

You can plow a field with a team of oxen and you can plow a field with a team of mules.  But it is almost impossible to plow a field with one ox and one mule hitched together.  This may be a pragmatic answer, but it is still true.

However in all our years of ministry, I have rarely seen a church change its doctrines and move from one major camp to another.  

Instead, I often see Christians divide over minor things and perceived hurts and a failure to recognize that the church is made up of sinners saved by grace, just like them.  God usually is calling for greater courage and greater self-sacrifice from each of us when things are hard.  

God wants us to be committed not just for three weeks or three months.  Commit for three decades and begin to find out what God has planned for you. 

* Just as we recognize the need to have clear boundaries when it comes to forming an association of churches, so we recognize that we need clarity and unity on certain doctrines, to be able to be teamed up with others locally.  

Is our church a place where the Word is taught and where doctrines are sound and where the Gospel is lifted up?  Does my local church care about reaching the lost and are the leaders, servant/leaders?  Do our people try to follow the Word, and are we characterized by great service?   

In our movement, by the grace of God, I believe that the answers are, ‘Yes.’ And in all of our churches, I believe God wants us to demonstrate, teach and practice a much higher standard of commitment and loyalty than we might see in other spheres.

* If a Christian felt that his pastors were not above reproach, nor qualified as pastors, then there may be legitimacy for that member to put himself under the leadership of someone he felt was a true leader.  But this kind of judgment by a Christian is a sobering thing and should not be taken lightly.  I hope we recognize that a wide door is opened up for the flesh, when we judge our leaders.  In fact the Scriptures teach that no accusation should be accepted against a leader unless there are multiple witnesses to a specific sin.   “Do not receive an accusation against an elder, except on the basis of two or three witnesses.”

- 1 Timothy 5:19  
* We can be loyal to our local church and still be involved in church planting and moving on from our home church.  Many of us have been involved in planting many churches and I do not think we have lost our commitment or loyalty to any one of the churches we have been involved with before.  The key thought here is that we were sent out by our local church to plant the new church.  And we were sent as a part of a team.  There was a sending, a blessing and a releasing by our parent church and its leadership.  

This is a wonderful and very New Testament pattern.  It is probably one of the most exciting times where a Christian, maybe with sadness, but with tremendous anticipation – would move on and leave his local church to advance the Gospel with his new church planting team.
Is our local church excited and behind us in our desire to move on in mission?  And in this pattern, are we doing it together, in community?  Are we involved in mission as a part of the team?  

“And while they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’  Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.”








- Acts 13:2-3
If we are moving out and joining another church, with a sense of mission, has the receiving church blessed this desire?  Does the leadership there, welcome and receive us?  

Again, we can trust the Lord to guide our lives through the counsel and ministry of local church leadership.  Both the sending as well as the receiving church leadership.         

The distinction should be made between being committed to a church for life – in heart – and actually being part of that church for life.  God leads groups of individuals to leave for a call to mission – all the time.  

It is when we leave our “Brothers on the wall” to seek our own desire, that is when I think the Lord may have a question or two.  


Here are a few questions that we have asked over the years, to individuals, when they have brought up this whole question of whether they should consider leaving their local church:

A.  In your leaving, are you seeking first the Kingdom of God?

B.  How does this help fulfill the Great Commission?

C.  How are you laying down your life for the Gospel in this decision?

D.  Are you running from anything?

E.  Have you included your spiritual community in this decision?  

Have you sought counsel?

10.  We believe in commitment to the local church and we believe in the greater body of Christ.

In our association and in our local churches, we seldom stop people from joining us.  There is always freedom and a kind of looseness in all of our churches, for individuals to come and to go. 

We really don’t worry too much about people showing up or leaving.  We seldom sit down with them when they walk in and we often don’t sit down with them, when they walk out.  We recognize the greater body of Christ and that God will lead people differently.  


In 1 Corinthians 4:3, Paul states that, “I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself.  My conscience is clear. . .” 

Paul did not judge his own heart and by the grace of God, we should follow him and, by the grace of God, continue to not judge those who might join us or leave us.

But here in this paper we are talking about what we should be teaching our local church about commitment and loyalty.  

I want to finish this with a true story:
“Two brothers were fighting in the same company in World War II. One was hit by a German bullet.  The one who escaped asked permission of his sergeant to go back and bring his brother in. 

“He is probably dead,” said the officer and, “There is no use in you risking your life.”  But after more pleading the officer consented.  

And just as the older brother reached safety with his wounded brother on his shoulders, the wounded kid brother died.

“There, you see,” said the officer, “you risked your life for nothing.”  

“No,” replied Tom.  “I did what he expected of me.  When I found him and took him in my arms, he said, ‘Tom, I knew you would come.’”

There you have it.  This is loyalty.  Someone expects something noble and unselfish of us; someone expects us to be faithful.”  

That someone is God.  That someone is our brother.”


-Walter MacPeek
- Rick Whitney, Fall 2005
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