Great Commission Northwest

The Way of a Friendship

"So when David returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul with the Philistine's head in his hand. 

 And Saul said to him, 'Whose son are you, young man?"  

And David answered, "I am the son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.'"





- 1 Samuel 17: 57-58

David had just butchered a great, big, ugly, enemy warrior.  We don't even know if the giant was dead when David chopped off his head!  It was most surely very bloody.  

Then he carried the dripping thing to Saul, his king, where the conversation, listed above, takes place.  King Saul's young son Jonathan, was present, watching and listening to this first meeting between his father and David.  And Jonathan was probably impressed with David's courage.  Jonathan had also, just a few weeks previous, displayed his own courageous spirit and I am sure Jon appreciated men of like nature.  

David and Jonathan were cut from the same kind of cloth.   


Young Jonathan and David were both in the same army, an army filled with grizzled, old veterans.  They probably looked around and felt an immediate sympathetic attraction to each other because of their shared, young age.  And since they were both involved in a noble cause, (a war to save their country), there was a built-in initial comradeship.  This is often found in times of war between young soldiers.  Friendships form quickly and easily when you are thrown into a hairy, scary situation. 

Those same hairy situations might make you feel that you are in over your head, and that you need a friend.


Jonathan and David began their friendship in the same army, in the same cause, as young, courageous men.  They probably admired each other.  Jonathan, on his own, had already taken his armor bearer and routed a whole Philistine garrison!  

He was no slacker himself.  

But this was their first meeting and so it begins.


"So when David returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul with the Philistine's head in his hand.  And Saul said to him, "Whose son are you, young man?" And David answered, 'I am the son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.'  Now it came about when he had finished speaking to Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as himself."  








-I Samuel 17:57-58 and 18:1


This is the verse where Scripture records that Jonathan and David first met.  

Jonathan's previous exploits, in routing a whole division of the enemies forces, were probably wide-spoken already and well-known by young David.  And David's bloody courage in killing the giant, had just been witnessed by Jonathan and all of the Israeli army.


They started off their friendship together with some things in common.  

This seems to be the normal way of a friendship.  We start these things we call friendships, with a common "touchstone," whether it is a shared interest or perspective or attitude or simply because we work at the same place or live in the same dorm or 

cul-de-sac.  

Their friendship started as young fellow enlistees in a large, forbidding army that was involved in a horrible war.  It is often forgotten, but we too, as believers, are also involved in a very real kind of warfare. We have very real opponents out to hurt, derail and destroy us.  
It is a terrible war, as one writer has said, and we desperately need each other.

While we all have friends that are not christians, the friendships that we have in the house of God should be all the more precious to us.  In our desire to reach our world, we often ignore a certain feeling or spirit that seemed to be present in the New Testament Church.  They knew that their new church was very foreign to their world.  And so those first century believers hung on to each other, lest they should be destroyed, if found alone. 
They were on the march in their lost world, they were not sissies.  Those early Christians had very close bonds in the church, because they were united around a joint vision and shared a common enemy.  Just like our two boys from 1 Samuel.


The shared, initial experiences of young, newly-saved Christians, should not be taken lightly.  Those first days are precious.  Something is welded into our souls during those first days and the shared experiences should be remembered and held onto.  
I can remember keen friendships formed in a small group of men from over thirty years ago, that I still treasure today.  We share much from the past.  
To lose those friendships would hurt. 
Often new people will come to us and our church; be attracted to our Savior and vision, and will experience blessing in those simple, first friendships.  And then these friendships grow, just as Jonathan and David's bond was built up in the years that followed - all recorded from here in chapter 18 to the very end of 1 Samuel.  

Years of talk and time and struggle are found therein.  The years were added, one on top of the other, and these long-term, forged friendships, should never be forgotten.  

If we would ever not be there for each other, we would be missed. 

They (our friendships and the time taken to build them) cannot easily be recreated.  

And the reason is that a friendship is not easily built and we only have one life and only so much time to invest in our friends.  To decide to break off a friendship and start over, is always a very difficult thing.

But there was another element to Jonathan and David's friendship, beyond time spent together, that is often forgotten in our churches.


"Now it came about when he (David) had finished speaking to Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of  David, and Jonathan loved him as himself.  Then Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself."  








- I Samuel 18:1,3


In our friendships in the church there are usually several shared steps in the development of these bonds.  We start with a shared vision - or as I like to think of it - a shared struggle.  This struggle or vision is that we are both new believers waking up to a 

great cause and mission.  This Cause is the advancement of Christ's kingdom and the struggle that that involves.  

All young believers, when they are introduced to the church, need to realize that there are other pilgrims on this journey and that we need each other.  Jonathan and David started their lifelong friendship, both as young soldiers, in the same army, both recognizing the great struggle - together.

And then the years begin to advance.  And soon five and ten and thirty years can go by.  This is the second element to rich friendships.  Much time spent together.  We have shared history in our church, just as those two young men shared their walk and life.  

They walked a shared life, so to speak, back and forth, down through the years.  Many experiences, travels, meals, times of hard work and play. They had these times and so do we in our churches. Our friendships become a kind of  long and rich story filled with a lot of fond memories.  

Even the hard times, in a healthy soul, seem to be forgotten, as we remember the laughter and joy.  It seems that in good friendships, when we look back in our memories, that we can't help but remember the good times, with the difficult moments faded away.


But there is one further element in Jonathan and David's friendship that is often overlooked in our modern world.  Jonathan pledged his covenant love toward David.  

This took courage, but he did it.

It is fine to enjoy a friend's company in the first few months of a relationship.  And it is great to build upon those first months with many added years of continued dialogue.  But what about the inevitable times of testing that will occur in any friendship? 

What do we do then?  

Often in modern day Christianity, at this point, we bail.  Jonathan did not bail out when his love for David was tested.  He had made a serious pledge.  He was loyal. He knew the power and strength that can be drawn from the principles of pledged loyalty, shared duty, and mutual honor.  

Today this understanding is often missing between friends.  

And we are the poorer for it. 

David knew loyalty.  Jonathan displayed loyalty.  Centuries later the Apostle Paul practiced this kind of loyalty towards those believers he loved.  

"And I will most gladly spend and be expended for your souls.  If I love you the more, am I to be loved the less?"  - II Corinthians 12:15  


May God give us this same kind of heart to stand and be loyal, though it costs 

us - our life.   







Keep pressing, Rick Whitney

