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Session I:  You can become an impact player!  Brent Knox

Session II:  An impact player burns with desire!  Bill Young

Session III:  An impact player is disciplined and hard-working, 

  they train themselves to be godly!  John Meyer
Session IV:  An impact player knows that without love, 

  they are nothing!  Rob Gerber

Session V:  An impact player is united with a team!  Doug Brown
Session VI:  An impact player is filled with faith and courage!  Mark Darling

Session VII:  An impact player is obedient and faithful!  Dennis Clark

Some of you are still not sure this morning.  You have heard a lot, but you are still debating.  You’re thinking, “I wonder if I can still love this world and still be an okay Christian?”  You can’t!  
This last teaching will force you to choose.  

It’s not how right you feel, how devout, or how good.  It’s not about the weaknesses in your life, the sin, the ways you disappoint yourself and God.  It’s really not about you Christian.  
It’s about God and what He wants to do through your life.  God wants to help you choose His way, again, here at the end of this conference.  

This last session is on Humility.    
Session VIII:  An impact player knows that humility is the path to greatness!   

Let’s pray -


Humility and Service.  If you are thinking, “That’s great, I’m humble,” than this session is for you.   Because most people are proud.  

Here are a few questions to help us find out just how proud we are: 

1. When you are lost, do you stop and ask for directions?

Always, Never, sometimes?
2. Do you find yourself admiring yourself in the mirror?

Always, Never, sometimes?
           3.  Do you think you are superior to the people around you? 




Always, Never, sometimes?
4.  Do you find yourself bragging about your accomplishments?



Always, Never, sometimes?  
5.  Do you think most people are lucky to have you as their friend?



Always, Never, sometimes?

6. Do you like the idea of personal servants?

Always, Never, sometimes?


We need to remember that pride is not a sin in this world.  This world says that the problem is you don’t have enough pride.  You don’t have enough self-esteem.  Enough self-image.  The world tells us we need more self-love.  Sociologists have researched that each generation thinks that they deserve praise, not because they have done anything, but just because 

they, ‘Rock’.  The world repeats over and over, “It’s all about you.”  

But our Lord has a different thought.  Here’s an example of what He says. It is easy to read, but so hard to do.

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.” - Philippians 2:3,4


All kinds of people are proud -  

engineers -  “God himself couldn’t sink this ship.”



musicians -  “We are bigger than Jesus.”  


A quick side note for anyone here who is planning on getting married some day.  And it deals with this topic of humility and pride: “Marriage is basically the process where God takes two selfish, proud people, and lets them live together, and see their selfishness, in all its incredible, hideousness.” 
(attn: singles  If you didn’t catch that - that was really important.)  


Chris tells the story, “A Christian young lady met me at an airport to give us a ride after our plane trip.  I thanked her for being such a servant.  


She said, “Yeah, I am not gifted to be a servant.  I am more gifted as 

a leader.”   I thought to myself, “Aren’t we all . . . ?”

Think about it. Even church-hopping is pride.  1 out of 6 Christians will change church every year and 1 out of 6 will attend more than one church on a rotating basis.  This is just pride.  All we’re saying is, “I am not going to get close, because I am not going to become anyone’s servant.”

“Should you ask me what is the first thing in religion, I should reply that the first, second and third thing is humility.”  - St. Augustine


“If anyone would like to acquire humility, I can I think, tell him the first step.  The first step to humility is to realize that one is proud.  And a big step that is.”
 - C.S. Lewis  

How does that phrase go?  “The devil doesn’t mind if we stop lusting, stealing, swearing - just as long as we are proud about it.” 

It’s winter time.  Do we hang out on the northside or the southside of our heart?  We need to put ourselves on the southside.  The side that melts the hardness, the coldness, the pride.  

The best selling Christian book over the last five years, has been Rick Warren’s, The Purpose Driven Life.  This is the first line, of the first chapter of that book. “It’s not about you.  The purpose of your life is far greater than your own personal fulfillment, your peace of mind, or even your happiness.  It’s far greater than your family, your career, or even your wildest dreams and ambitions.  If you want to know why you were placed on this planet, you must begin with God.”   

We must get over this constant thinking of self.  It is a hard business to be always thinking of self.  Because self is never satisfied.  Instead we need to train our minds to stop all this constant, endless introspection. And there is a way.    
Our Lord gave us the only path that will liberate us from self.  
Transition Statement:   Become a servant!  Put others over you.  

“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves.”
 - Romans 12:10

Serve  defined, “To care for, assist, help, aid, support, guide, lend, encourage, benefit, enable, give, teach, provide, feed, relieve, share, promote, comfort, nurture, sow, tend, harvest.”
4 Degrees of Service -    
- First level  
“I don’t serve.”  
- Second level  
“I serve when asked.”

- Third level  
“I volunteer to serve.”
A recent newspaper article – 
“Volunteers at the Pike Street Salvation Army have grown to hate college-bound, application padder, Gridley Ellsworth, age 17, sources reported Monday.

"It's not that Gridley doesn't work hard, because he does," said Karla Perkins, weeknight coordinator at the downtown Seattle soup kitchen. "He does whatever you ask of him, and he's pleasant and polite, always complimenting everyone. Still, I can't stand that little Stanford-application-padding, punk."

Karla Perkins met Gridley in February, when the high school junior submitted a résumé and cover letter requesting a volunteer position.  "Gridley said that he wanted to help those less fortunate than himself, and also to get his volunteering out of the way so he can concentrate on AP classes next year," Perkins said.

An honors student and active participant in five extracurricular groups, Gridley said he is committed to making himself an indispensable member of the soup kitchen's Tuesday-evening crew for the four months he plans to be there.

"This experience will be invaluable when I have to write my personal essay, which counts for a lot with Stanford," Gridley said. "It's the kind of real-world growth experience that goes over huge with the admissions people. And, if I ever need a recommendation, there are several people here who I think I've bonded with enough to ask."

"As much as I hate to admit it, Gridley has made some improvements," Perkins said. "But he does it in this smug way, like we're so lucky to be graced with the presence of this brilliant, college-bound prodigy, even if only for a few precious months."

"That sunny, can-do attitude is really starting to grate on me," employee Randy Louis said. "Just pass out the tater tots, prepster."

"He can talk all he wants about how enriching this experience has been, but it's completely obvious that all he's thinking about is how good this is going to look on his transcript," Perkins said. "Here at the Salvation Army, we try to appreciate all the help God sends our way, but I draw the line with that little knuckle head.”
-Fourth level 
“I am a slave of all.”   
“But the greatest among you shall be your servant.”  - Matthew 23:11
Could we all please stand, and recite this Scripture together?

“When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.  Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave--

just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
- Matthew 20:24-28


Serving all the time?  Ever afraid of burn-out?  Get over it! Get your eyes off yourself. “So I will very gladly spend for you everything I have and expend myself as well.”  - 2 Corinthians 12:15   
How long and how hard do you think you can serve, Christian? 

- play  Facing the Giants  clip?
Our Lord had two action steps for Peter at the end of His life.   

* Serve

* Die

“Those who are helped by you will remember you.  Carve your name on hearts, not on marble tombstones.”  - Charles Spurgeon


“The world cannot always understand one’s profession of faith, but it can understand service.”
- Ian Maclaren

Introduce Rory . . . 


Comrade Michael Borodin was sent to China in 1923 by Lenin as a special advisor from the Communist Party in Russia.  His job was to help reorganize the Kuomintang into a highly disciplined central Communist party.  His most promising students were Sun Yat Sen, Chiang Kai-shek and a young man from Vietnam named Ho Chi-minh. . . 
In China Michael Borodin was interviewed by an American newspaper man concerning his purpose to take over China for the Communist movement. The journalist finally said to Borodin, “You are too few, you’ll never do it.” 


“O yes we will,” came the cool reply.  “You forget, young man, that I am not here for my health, comfort or personal success.  I am totally dedicated to the cause of the Communist movement. . . ”

After a long silence, Borodin began to murmur, half to himself, 

“You know,” he mused, “I used to read the New Testament.  It is the most wonderful story ever told.  That man Paul, he was a real revolutionary.” 

“I take my hat off to him.”

Suddenly Borodin whirled around and shook his fist in the face of the journalist. . .  
“But where do you find him today?,” he shouted.  “Answer me that, where do you find him today?”
Will you be the kind of impact player who recognizes that humility, lived out in a life of service, is the kind of life that pleases God?

Let’s pray for a minute with the Christian right beside you. 

Then I’ll pray -
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