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*A Heart To See Lives Change


*"This is my Bible !"



"I believe everything it says !"




"I believe I am, what He says I am !"





"I believe I can do, what He tells me to do !"



"In Jesus’ Name !  Amen !"

Pray with the person beside you.


*“God’s desire is that every individual in the church, personally embrace the Great Commission.  That we would know that we are all ‘missionaries,’ wherever we are located.  


All believers are to be ‘on mission.’”




    
- the Core 
“I have a love/hate relationship with this Great Commission business.” 





- Josh W.

*“A practice of our churches is to equip and train members to effectively share their faith.


A practice of our members is to take to heart Paul’s words, that 
he ‘did all things for the sake of the gospel.’”





- the Core 

*The Bridge Diagram, the best thing about this training is going out every 

week for 14 weeks.
*Do You Know For Certain?  Here all you need to do is read.
*Begin in Christ  Hundreds took up our challenge and saw friends saved. 
*5 Crucial Questions

Jesus had a heart for the lost.  Do you count yourself as close to Jesus?  Do you think that Jesus and you are pretty tight?  Then you will have a heart for the lost.  If you know Christ personally, you will have compassion for the lost.  


Do you know that at the moment of your salvation God gave you a heart to see other lives change.  At the very moment of your salvation.  


So maybe the first question is – “Do we know Christ?”  Do we know personally the One who has a heart to see lives change?  When you are bumped, what spills out?  What’s on your heart?  


*"For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which         was lost . . . Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men."







-Luke 19:10, Matthew 4:19

Don’t forget that we joined a Way of life when we became believers.  And we are following Someone in this Way of life. And the only reason He came was to seek and to save.  And His Way is to seek and to save.


The only reason we are left here, is to seek and to save those that are lost.  To imitate Him in this Way.

* Xavier and John Paul’s  TV clip from Omaha.
Okay, we know Christ, but still, why don’t we have much compassion?
Here are a few things that deaden our heart, that harden our compassion:  

* 1.  We don’t pray for the lost.  For friends and family that are lost.   


So we have little compassion.  
* The Cross Prayer Card.

* 2.  We play with sin.  

*"Because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will 
grow cold.”    - Matthew 24:12
*"Sin is a monster of such awful mien,

      That to be hated needs but to be seen,

      But seen too oft, familiar with face,

      We first endure,

     Then pity
     Then embrace."
-Alexander Pope

Here is how one Christian mom wrote to her boy and warned him about this kind of pressure, this kind of worldly conformation:


*• Whatever weakens your reason 

  • Whatever impairs the tenderness of your conscience

  • Whatever obscures your sense of God

  • Whatever increases the authority of your body over your mind

  • Whatever takes away your relish for spiritual things…that to you is sin, 

       no matter how innocent it is in itself.

      



- Susannah Wesley in a letter to her son, John.

* The War Against Your Soul audio book.

*  
“All powerful, unchangeable 

   
   You see the depths of my heart

     
      And you love me the same.

      
         You are amazing God.”


                     - Indescribable

* 3.  We are afraid.  We just don’t want the conflict.


*“If we are not hated by someone, we don’t know enough people, or 

we don’t speak enough truth.”  - John Piper


An observation:  Some post-modern thinking and conversation in the church, I believe, is just a cover for fear.  We are trying to rationalize a way to avoid the conflict. 

Texas A&M grad and a lecture hall. 


Christmas caroling and first time prayer.

Mission Teams and Prayer on the Porch.

* 4.  We are comfortable.  We become way too comfortable.  We go from wanting friendships to appreciating fellowship to becoming very comfortable with the church family.  And forgetting the lost.  

We want comfort and Christians we know are comfortable.  People we don’t know are uncomfortable.  We like our “Holy Huddle.” 


We don’t want manure in the stall.  You know the verse?  We don’t want it complicated.   

Kennan’s story of spending more on gasoline.  


*“For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”








- 2 Corinthians 4: 17, 18  
* 5.  We forget our obligation.  We forget our sense of duty.  Do you and I have a sense of debt or obligation to the Lord?  Does our Lord’s compassion for the lost genuinely move us?  



“Will Roger was known for his laughter, but he also knew how to weep. One day he was entertaining at a hospital in Los Angeles that specialized in rehabbing polio victims and people with broken backs and people with other extreme physical handicaps.  Of course, Roger’s had everybody laughing, even patients in really bad condition.  


But then Will Rogers suddenly left the platform and went to the restroom.  A man followed him to give Rogers a towel; and when he opened the door he saw Mr. Rogers leaning against the wall, sobbing like a child.  
He closed the door and in a few minutes, Rogers appeared back on the platform, as jovial as before.  


If you want to learn what a person is really like - ask three questions.



1.  What makes him laugh?



2.  What makes him angry?



3.  What makes him weep?


I hear people saying we need angry leaders today.  Or, the time has come to practice militant Christianity.


What we need today is not anger, but anguish.”  






- The Integrity Crisis, Warren Wiersbe

*“For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, that they who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.”  
- 2 Cor. 5:14,15

*“Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,  namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.    - 2 Cor. 5:17-20

* Take-away points.  Here are a few action points. If we want to cultivate a heart of compassion for the lost.
1.  Pray for the lost every day.

2.  Pray for opportunities to be a witness.

3.  Pray for courage to speak.  

4.  Look for opportunities to hand out invites to your church. 

Village Inn people stories.  

Do these four things with others and share how it’s going, with others.  This kind of life is guaranteed to wake up your life.     
* the George Street clip

*“While individually embracing this Great Commission, God’s will is that every Christian works together with others - as a team.”





    

     - the Core 


Whatever you do for the lost this year.  

Whatever you do to increase your compassion for the lost.  

Whatever you might do to see lives change -  


*Promise me one thing – 



Whatever you do for the lost this year - do it with someone, that you’ll team up with someone.  

Pray with the person beside you.







     - Rick Whitney, December 2009
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