Great Commission Northwest

Even More Encouraging Words

“Self knowledge is always bad news.”
- John Barth


“The reason you hate the Bible, you old fool, is because it knows all about you.”









- Billy Sunday


“I desire to have both heaven and hell ever in my eye, while I stand on this isthmus of life.”




- John Wesley


“Give me a man who says, ‘This one thing I do, and not these 50 things will I dabble in.’” 





- D.L.Moody

“A little thing is a little thing, but faithfulness in a little thing is a great thing.”







-Hudson Taylor

“I have no magic formula for your holiness. I have no hocus-pocus treatment to offer you.  I have no shortcut to spiritual power for any of you. All I can do is say to 

you - Get back to your Bible, meditate therein day and night, and go down on your face before God in prayer.  For the greatest transactions of a man’s experience are made, not in a church, but behind closed doors.”




- from Victorious Christian Living by Alan Redpath

“The apex of all history was the 3 years Jesus of Nazareth walked the earth.”






-Will Durant, historian and philosopher

“To keep our hand on the plow while wiping away our tears- that is Christianity.”






-Watchman Nee

“When all is said and done, our adversary, the devil, meets us with a cold, grim, determination. There is no mirth in Hell.”     

-George Whitfield

In a Milan cathedral, on the door up to the pulpit, is inscribed -

“All that pleases us is but for a moment,

 All that troubles us is but for a moment,

 That only is important which is eternal.”


“Your life is like a coin. You can spend it anyway you wish, but you can spend 

it only once.”







“One step forward in obedience is worth years of study about it.”    

 




-Oswald Chambers

“The simplest and shortest ethical precept is to be served as little as possible…and 

to serve, others, as much as possible.” 
–Leo Tolstoy

“You receive the world like in a relay race. Tap, here it is.  It doesn’t make any 

difference what shape the world is in, it only matters how you run.”






-Robert Kennedy

“Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God.” 
– William Carey

“You can determine a man’s greatness not by his talent or wealth, but rather by 

what it takes to discourage him.”

-Jerry Falwell

“I have found the devil easier to believe in than God, for one thing, alas, I have 

had more to do with him.”

-Malcolm Muggeridge

 “There is a tide in the affairs of men, which, when taken at the flood, leads on 

to fortune.”



- Shakespeare

“Knock, knock, knock.  With bleeding knuckles in the dark.”







- on prayer, anonymous
“I never was more opposed and never met with so great success.”






- George Whitfield


“The greatest challenge to Christianity today is a popular, bland, respectable faith termed secular humanism.  It is often called “the American Way of Life.”  It is not godless, but it keeps God in His place, the pulpit.  
It is the orthodoxy of the nonbeliever.  It simply says, “Take up your credit card and follow me.”

- Life magazine


“I would rather die fighting lions, than be trampled to death by geese.”






- anonymous


“Just Changing Pastures.”
- title of a painting that showed a swaying cattle barge, filled with panicking, longhorn steers. The barge was in the middle 

of a broad river, caught in a fierce summer thunderstorm. 


“Cheerful in all things,”


“Never shirked a task,”


“Splendid behavior!”



- on the tombstone of Deets from Lonesome Dove

“What is the secret to your instilling such a positive attitude here at 

Notre Dame?”


“I just get rid of those who have a negative attitude.”







- Lou Holtz, coach

“I’m sad to see your arrival here, Sir.”  - a critic once greeted George Whitfield.  Whitfield replied -  “So is the devil.”


“Doubts are evil. They are the sewage of the mind for a believer.”







-Jim McCotter

“Sin penetrates the soul as a needle does the body; it will work it’s way for years, slowly, slowly, surely, till it pierces an intestine or the heart.”







-Walter Elliot

“I must get rid of it. I can’t bear to have this book in my house.”





-George Bernard Shaw on the Bible

“Abandon hope, all ye who enter here.”


- from Dante’s Inferno, written over the gates to hell

“There is scarcely anything so dull and meaningless as Bible doctrine taught for its own sake. Truth divorced from life is not truth in its biblical sense, but something else and something less.”

-A.W. Tozer

“My dear Friend, I thank you very much for the pills. I have taken them all, and while I cannot say that I am better since taking them, it is quite possible that I might have been worse if I had not taken them, and so I give you my 

sincere thanks.”




-James Madison

“I cannot read, I cannot pray, I can scarcely think - but I can trust.”


-Hudson Taylor

“If you want to get ahead in the world- get a lawyer- not a book.”  

-on self-help books 

“Tonight, over ½ the world will go to bed not knowing Christ, and you don’t give a damn. And the tragedy is that you are more upset with the word I just used, than that over ½ are going to hell.”

-Tony Campolo

“Fact is, we don’t never know when we’re whupped, which is why we so seldom get whupped!”
 
- from the book Texas by James Michener

“Adversity introduces a man to himself.”


- John Madden, coach and broadcaster

“Attempt something so impossible that unless God is in it, it is doomed 

to failure.”

-Art DeMoss

“Students sense the urgency to work, to achieve, to do well, to compete, and yet 

students are afflicted by their failure to find meaning in it.”







-Harvard University, Bureau of Study

“He was always in a passion about something- a passion of anger against Ahab and Jezebel; a passion of fury against idolatry; a passion of scorn and contempt for the priests of Baal; a passion of prayer and intercession; a passion for the glory of God. 

And yet a man of like passions to our own!”   

- Alexander Whyte on Elijah 

“The nation can be changed. It could start with you. Revivals start in the heart of somebody. A man once asked, “How would you eat an elephant?” The answer is, “One bite at a time.” 

Are you willing to be - right where you are now - a faithful, loyal, and yielded Christian who prays and witnesses of Christ to others? Will you let Christ dominate your thinking? Will you make a commitment to evangelism? You may be the key to a spiritual awakening to God in your home, in your community.”







-Billy Graham

“Strong people make as many mistakes as weak people. The difference is that strong people admit them, laugh at them and learn from them. That is how they become strong.”




-Richard Needham

“If a fellow does not feel his soul burn with shame when he knows that masses of people know not Christ; he is no soldier of Christ.  We are better off without such chicken-hearts. We want lion-hearted men who rejoice in hardships and difficulties.” 





-C.T. Studd

“It is an unquestionable truth, that the god and prince of this world is still very active. In old times the devil frequently tormented our bodies as well as our souls, and he did so quite openly. Now Satan seeks to torment our souls only and as quietly as possible. The reason for this change of tactic is quite plain. Back then his aim was to drive men to superstition. But his present aim is to drive us away from all belief, therefore he works as privately as he can, for the more secret he is the more he prevails.”



-John Wesley

On rededication: 

“In essence they are coming down to say, ‘God, I’m really serious this time. This time I’ll do it if it kills me.’ To them I say, ‘Don’t worry, it will. It isn’t hard to live the Christian life, it’s impossible.’”

-Bob George

“Scared of anything?” the reporter asked.

“There’s a lotta things I am scared of. I’m not sure how to die yet. If I figure that one out, I’ll be real secure.”



-Nick Nolte

“Witnessing is not just a spare time occupation or a once-a-week activity. It must 

be a quality of life. You don’t go witnessing, so much as you are a witness.”







-Daniel Greene

“It will not do for us to be all united together by yielding to one 

another’s mistakes.”




-Charles Spurgeon

“When you say a situation or person is hopeless, you are slamming the door in the 

face of God.”





-Charles Allen

“The devil is perfectly content to see you become pure and brave and disciplined, 

just as long as you are proud about it.”

-C.S. Lewis 

“We did not dare to breathe a prayer 

  Or give our anguish scope. 

  Something was dead in each of us, 

              And what was dead was hope.”
-Oscar Wilde

“Americans are like their garages. Their lives are filled with clutter.”







-Rev. Paul Cho, Korean

“I came here to find some purpose in life. I have learned nothing to this question.”




-unknown student, who after stating this, tore up his 

     diploma and walked away.
“I am descended from a long line of Christian emperors of this noble German 

nation and of this Catholic king of Spain, the Archduke of Austria and the dukes of Burgundy. They were all faithful to the death to the Church of Rome and they defended the Catholic faith and the honor of God. I have resolved to follow in their steps. 

A simple friar who goes counter to all Catholicism for 1000 years must be wrong. Therefore I am resolved to stake my lands, my friends, my body, my blood, my life and my soul on this church.”

-Charles V, Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire 

    


stated these words to Martin Luther

“The training of the Twelve was the great, difficult and enduring work of Christ. 

It is not great talents or great learning or great preachers that God needs, but men great in holiness, great in faith, great in love, great in fidelity, great for God - men always preaching by holy sermons in the pulpit, by holy lives out of it. These can mold a generation for God.”


-E.M. Bounds

“One thing thou lackest”  - the diamond ring story, concerning George Whitfield 

and a wealthy army general.
(ask me about this one brother, it is haunting)



Billy Graham, speaking to 8,000 students, shared the following note, written by 

that University’s homecoming queen.  She had been involved the previous fall in a terrible car accident and died in the hospital.  She was obviously known across the campus, sorority, various Honor Societies, etc.

“Mother, you taught me everything I need to know to get by in college. You taught 

me how to light my cigarette, how to hold my cocktail glass--- But Mother, you never taught me how to die. Teach me quickly, Mom, because I’m dying.” 

“Prepare to meet your God!”


-Amos

French Foreign Legion’s Motto: 1.  If I falter, push me on.





     2. If I stumble, pick me up.





     3. If I retreat, shoot me!

“To have God do His own work through us, even once, is better than a lifetime of 

human striving.”



-Watchman Nee

“They need a quest. It is one thing to make oneself great, but quite another to try 

to be not small. I think that every man wants to be larger than himself and that he can be, but only if he is part of something immeasurably grand. The best knight in the world, if he is unchallenged, finds himself shrinking. 

We must seek a way to declare a great war on little things.  We must find a word, a thought, a standard, under which small evils may enlist against a great wrong! With this we could raise a fighting army!”

-Queen Guinevere to King Arthur





The Acts of King Arthur and his Noble Knights







by John Steinbeck 

“Pride grows in the human heart, like lard on a pig.” 

- Alexander Solzhenitzyn

“How rarely we weigh our neighbor in the same balance in which we 

weigh ourselves.”



-Thomas a Kempis

“We evaluate others with a Godlike justice, but we want them to evaluate us with 

a Godlike compassion.”


-Syd Harris

“You will not become a saint through knowing about other people’s sins.”







-Anton Chekhov

“I have more trouble with D.L. Moody, than with any other man I’ve met.”







-D.L. Moody

“If anyone would like to acquire humility, I can, I think, tell him the first step. 

The first step to humility is to realize that one is proud. And a big step it is.”







-C.S. Lewis

“You cannot sin as much as God can forgive. If it comes to a pitched battle 

between sin and grace, you shall not be as bad as God is good. We can only sin as a man, but God can forgive as a God.”

-Charles Spurgeon

“He forced himself to go against his own inner nature and be courageous.”






-William Manchester on Winston Churchill

“Join us! If you choose not to, you will still hear about us. What God is going to 

do through us. In good report and evil report.  And you will say to yourself, ‘I once 

knew them.’ ”   




 -Jim McCotter

“There’s one thing for which you should be abundantly thankful – only you and 

God have all the facts about yourself.”                     -unknown

“Following the Lord and doing His Will, will link you heart to heart and shoulder 

to shoulder with the highest quality of men and women upon the face of the earth.”                              






-Jim McCotter

“If you are a pastor, you are always in a crisis – either in the middle of one, 

coming out of one, or going in to one.”            -Alan Redpath

“What we do in life echoes in eternity!” – Maximus, from the movie Gladiator
“When a man sees his end, he wants to know that his life had a purpose.” 






- Maximus, from the movie Gladiator
“We have a better chance if we stay together.” 

– Maximus, from the movie Gladiator
“I am tired of being strong.” 

– Maximus, from the movie Gladiator

“I will never do anything which I would be afraid to do if it were the last hour of my life.” 




- Jonathan Edwards
F. B. Meyer – Christian author, at his death wrote,

“Dear Friend,


I have raced you to heaven. I am just off.  See you there.” 

Love, F.B.”

“Out of Freud’s original 12 student psychiatrists who followed him, 7 of them committed suicide.”


- John Wesley White from his book, Re-Entry 


“Oh, that I had known the art of life, or found some book or someone had taught me how to live.”

- Theodore Parker, early American philosopher, lecturer

“Sin is a monster of awful mien, 


 That to be hated needs only to be seen


 But seen too oft, familiar with face,


 First we endure, 


 Then pity, 


 Then embrace.




- Alexander Pope, from An Essay on Man

“I believe Satan to exist for two reasons.  First, the Bible says so, and second, I’ve done business with him.”

- D. L. Moody


“Every man is enthusiastic at times. One man has enthusiasm for 30 minutes, another for 30 days, but it is the man who has it for 30 years who makes a success of 

his life.”



- Edward Butler


“John Wesley said that he would rather swear than worry.”







- anonymous


“Above all cultivate your own spirit, a word spoken by you when your conscience is clear and your heart full of God’s Spirit, is worth 10,000 words spoken in unbelief and sin.”




- Robert Murray McCheyne

“Generous people are rarely mentally ill.”

- Carl Meninger

“The two greatest trials we face in life? 


First - Is not getting what you want.


The second -  Getting what you want.”





- Oscar Wilde


“Slums may well be breeding grounds of crime, but middle-class suburbs are incubators of apathy and hysteria.”
- Rocky Mountain News

“Some men die in battle, some men die in flames, but most men die, inch by inch, playing silly games.”


- anonymous


“Judas Iscariot was not a greatly wicked person, just a common money-lover, and like most money-lovers, he did not understand Christ.”

- A. W. Tozer


“If we will stop and ask ourselves – ‘Why are we not as zealous as the first-century Christians?’  Our own hearts will tell us.  It is not because of ignorance, nor inability, but purely because we don’t want to be.”


- William Law
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