Great Commission Northwest

Do They Hear Us Gladly?

“And all the people would get up early in the morning to come to Him in the temple to listen to Him.”




- Luke 21:38

 
He was very unusual in how He talked.  Not just in what He said, but especially in 
“how”  He went about saying it. Jesus was so confident in who He was and in the righteousness of what His message stood for, that He could afford to be patient with anyone and everyone.  
He was not threatened by anyone, because He knew He had the answers.  
As a result, His speech rang with a freedom and grace that has never been equaled since.  
The people of His day flocked to hear His words and His thoughts and His wisdom. 
I have personally been on a quest to try to imitate that quality of “how”  He spoke and taught and shared with the people He loved.
Does my speech ring with grace?  It is easy to tell when it doesn’t.
On our acreage, we have a flock of sheep.  And we’ve put a few, small, fine, Swiss bells, around the necks of a couple of the lead ewes.  It helps scare off any dogs that might come by, and will alert us to any danger if we hear them loudly ringing.

We also bought and placed a plain, old, cowbell on one of them.  While all the finely tuned Swiss bells make a nice sound, a pleasant harmony, the cowbell just clanks.  I don’t have the best ear for music, but even I can hear the difference and it irritates me.  I have left that bell on that ewe, as a daily reminder.  
Does my family enjoy talking to me?  Does my speech warm them up?  Do ones want to gladly hear what I have to say?  Or does my voice just clank?


When I was younger in the faith, my Mom once asked me why I sounded so angry all the time. She said that I sounded like I had a chip on my shoulder, even when I was talking about  my faith.  She wondered why I had such an annoyed attitude about life.  I was humbled and a little ashamed by her observation.  

Sometimes as dads, we might think that our primary mission in life is to point out what’s wrong with this world.  But that’s the Holy Spirit’s job. Ours is to share reconciliation.  And reconciliation is always “good news”.


I am thankful that Mom doesn’t say this anymore.  You never know what burdens people might be carrying, so be careful when you open your mouth.  

Speak softly and forget the big stick.  
Do our friends and associates show that they want to hear us? Does our family enjoy our conversation?  Or are we always correcting them and sounding like that clanking cow bell?  
You can read their interest and their spirit - in their eyes.  It is a dead give-away, if we will only look for it.  
As teachers, whether at home or in front of an audience outside of our home, I am concerned about this quality of speech.  Whether my audience is made up of one, or a hundred and one.  

Would people make sacrifices to hear what we have to say?  Does our family?  They will if our message “rings” with grace.

I heard a good joke the other day and at the risk of boring you - here it is.  
Your specific need at this moment may be to just grin a little.


On a Sunday morning the son says to his mom, over breakfast, that he just doesn’t want to go to church.  She asks why?  He answers, “Mom, I have two reasons.  I don’t like them and they don’t like me.”  The mother responds with, “Well, son, I have two reasons why you ought to go. You are 45 years old and secondly, you’re the pastor.”


Did that make you smile?  I hope so.  Every time I have heard that story it makes me chuckle.  It pokes a little fun at our insecurities and yet it does so with grace.  It radiates a little grace, so to speak.  

Matthew Henry writes, “Even when our message is not directly about the grace of God, our speech should always be filled with the grace of God.” 
Mathew Henry wrote commentaries on the Bible and did so in such a graceful way that he is read today, even though he died a long, long, time ago.


Good stories can be very encouraging.  Especially when they first lift our spirits.  I have laughed at the same old jokes for years, because I enjoy the brother who is sharing it and how he shares it, even though I have heard those same jokes over and over and over. 

“Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good  for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear.”








- Ephesians 4:29


“Unwholesome words” brings to mind something that is polluted, unsafe to eat.  
This Scripture teaches that these kind of words are not safe - even to speak.  Don’t let them come out of your mouth.   Rather seek to make your people smile.







- Rick Whitney
