                                         Known for their Courage

“You know your father and his men; that they are mighty men and that they 
are fierce.. .”    



- 2 Samuel 17:8


Hushai served King David for many years.  But when David’s son, Absalom, rose up against his father, Hushai switched sides, thinking he might be a better help, by insinuating himself into the boy’s new court.  But even fearful men (Absalom) and spies (Hushai) know courage when they see it.  

This is what Hushai said to Absalom about David.  “You know your father and his men; . . . they are fighters and as fierce as a wild bear robbed of her cubs.  Besides this, your father is an experienced fighter . . .  . If he should attack, then even the bravest soldier, whose heart is like the heart of a lion, will melt with fear.  For all Israel knows that your father is a mighty man and that those who are with him are valiant men.”

Fierce, experienced, mighty, valiant!  This is what Hushai knew David to be like.  David was called a “man of war.”  He was fierce in manner and spirit.  Of course, David was also tenderhearted and at times even scared.    


But a fierce man is wired in a different way.  They have the tendency to always bend in a certain direction.  A fierce man might have a violent spirit.  David at times was pensive, and David was also aggressive, and at times showed unrestrained zeal. 


David often approached life from a different angle.  Often with courage.   His fierce courage colored most of his decisions.  David and his men had a reputation that walked before them and that reputation was, if nothing else, that they were brave and maybe a little scary.  


Does a deep-seated, free and easy, God-motivated confidence, shape your entire outlook on life?  Are we fierce in courage?  

It sounds almost odd to talk like this today.   




   Known for their Courage    pt. 2

“Do not be anxious then, saying . . . .”    - Matthew 6:31


Does fear daily enter into our decision-making processes, our thoughts, our dreams?


This world needs men and women of courage.  Men who know what they believe and are willing to stand up for it.  Will we be like King David –  brave in our outlook, strong in conviction?  While David wrote many psalms and expressed his anxiety in them, he did seem to apply God’s Word to His fears and rise above them.  

God wants us to order our thoughts and develop healthy mindsets and convictions  based on the truth of God’s Word.  


No matter what follows in the above Scripture, His instruction begins with clear direction.  We are not to be worried or given over to baseless fears.  Whatever you might want to call it, there is a difference between healthy concern and destructive worry. 


I have many nice sounding words I use such as “responsible” or “involved” but if I am really just talking about “anxiety and worry” - I need to see that it is really just plain old fear, and stop giving in to it.  


I am not to stay anxious.  It’s a big “No, No!” with our Lord, from one end of the Bible to the other.


Anxiety in our heart might be just a dressed up, Christian word for acting in fear.  

No one wants to be a coward, but an anxious Christian can move over to unhealthy fears very easily.  


Paul carried a healthy concern for the churches he worked with.  And it is good to be responsible and care about the souls of people.  But I know in my own life when I have moved from a healthy concern to a gnawing worry.


When our anxious thoughts multiply within us, God’s consolations can be our delight, if we will let them.  God sees our situation.  


God sees it all and yet He doesn’t fret.  Nor should we.



   Known for their Courage    pt. 3

“You know your father and his men; that they are mighty men and that they 
are fierce.. .”    



- 2 Samuel 17:8


We need to first stop, and then arrest our thoughts whenever they begin sliding towards fear.  A light needs to go off in our mind at those very times.  We need to state clearly and simply to ourselves, “That is just a plain, old, fearful thought, and I will have nothing to do with it.”  Period!


This does not mean that we are unfeeling robots.  That we don’t have emotions.  


John Wesley said, “I feel and I grieve, but by the grace of God, I fret at nothing.” 


He cared about people and experienced life, but he would not delve in, give in to, wallow in - anxiety.  Neither should we.  Life and its daily choices are much too important and far too quick and short.  And we don’t want to miss it.


He tells us, “Do not fear for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for 
I am your God.  I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with my righteous, right hand.”  
- Isaiah 41:10.


The Lord is very clear in telling us that not only does He personally refuse to fret, but because of His help, He expects us to do likewise - to not fret!  


Will we?  


Again, referring to our brother Wesley, who said, “I undertake life only in such a way that I can proceed with perfect calmness of spirit.”  


And as you probably know, for just a little Methodist boy, he undertook a lot!  

A whole lot!  


And all the while he was, “Anxious for nothing.”
