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Dating?  Romance?  God's Will?                                         

The subject of this paper is whether Christians should be involved in dating.


The Bible does not specifically instruct us as to the best way to find a wife, nor does it deal with the subject of romantic relationships outside of marriage. In the absence of clear instruction or commands either promoting or forbidding a specific action, we must develop our thinking based on Biblical principles which relate to this topic. Our culture has already established a cultural norm for dating. 

My question is, "Can our culture's system of dating be supported by Biblical principles?" 


It is very important that we first define our terms. For the purposes of this paper, I will define dating or recreational dating as: “the practice of developing a one-on-one romantic relationship, without the intent or commitment of marriage.” 

This definition, I believe, represents the attitude and actions of many.  

This is not the same as spending time with the specific purpose of determining 

whether the Lord might be leading in marriage.

Several passages to consider as you work through a number of questions  that always arise in our minds, are:


"But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to 

its lusts."                                                                                             -Rom 13:14


"Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather appeal to him as a father, to the younger men as brothers, the older women as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, 

in all purity."                                                                                        -1 Tim 5:1,2

            "And this I say for your own benefit; not to put a restraint upon you, but to promote what is seemly, and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord."             -1 Cor 7:35 

Here are the questions:

What are the goals of recreational dating?  One goal that could be considered positive, is learning to relate to members of the opposite sex.  A consideration to be made when promoting this goal is whether it will be helpful in any relationship after marriage, except with our spouse?  Does practicing this romantic, intimate kind of relationship truly enable us to relate better with members of the opposite sex?  It would be very questionable. The actions learned will not relate to any other opposite sex relationship we have during our life time.  

We were made by God to have only one, intimate, romantic relationship and that would be with our spouse.  Considering the difficulty that many men and women find in relating on a brother/sister level, would it be better to practice our friendships in a non-romantic way, rather than the emotional and relational "Pandora's Box" of romantic involvement?

There are also many goals associated with dating that would not be considered positive. These goals would be hard to justify biblically.  Here are a few of them:

1)-"I have mine" - The tension and pressure that many young people (especially women) feel, to have a personal relationship that fulfills their felt need to feel loved and special.


2)-"Acting like an adult" - There is great pressure to look and act like a grown-up. To

be adult like, there is strong pressure to have a meaningful, personal, romantic relationship.

This dating enters into almost a "pseudo-marriage."


3)-"I am attractive or desirable" - This hits both sexes equally, but each have different motives. Young men, I believe, struggle in the area of proving their masculinity, (as our fallen society defines this), by proving they can "get as many girls as they possibly can". Maybe this is an over-simplification, but these are real pressures our world hits us with.

We each must also consider the fruit of our worlds way of dating. What happens when we end a casual, dating relationship? Rarely if ever are two people, whether believers or not, who become involved in a romantic relationship and then "break up", ever as close or friendly after the break-up as before they crossed this line into romantic involvement. What is it that causes this tension? Is it necessary? Is it desirable?


Trying out a potential mate does not necessarily prove either compatibility or success in a relationship. The divorce rate is higher for those who cohabitate prior to marriage than for those who do not. Not to mention that it is immoral and offends our Savior.  Could it be that the necessary ingredient for a successful marriage is commitment, and not compatibility or 

physical attraction? 

Does a string of "involvement's" and "break-ups" help us or harm us in our ability to commit?  Is a romantic investment in a person who is not your spouse or going to be your spouse a worthwhile endeavor?  Is recreational dating (romantic involvement)  an acceptable expression of agape love for the Christian man and woman?  Does recreational dating promote or hinder purity, godliness, and selflessness?


There is one Biblically sanctioned distraction to our devotion to the Lord - marriage! Does recreational dating qualify as an acceptable distraction?  What do you think?   


I join with Paul in saying that it is not my goal to put restraints on or to limit anyone's fun. My goal is to help every man and woman ensure that their fun is pure, and honoring to God. It is my hope that  young women will be spared the emotional agony of giving away their heart and then having it broken. I also hope that young men will be spared our societies distorted view of women as either a conquest or plaything, but rather to learn to love a girl as the protector that God has called him to be. I hope that each one will be spared the guilt, pain, and anxiety of going "farther" than they intended. 

My prayer is that Christians would consider the benefits of avoiding romantic involvement until they are ready to commit to the contract of marriage.  In marriage our Lord wants us to be passionate.  He designed us this way.  But His designed outlet for our passion is through marriage.  He does not want us to get all "steamed up" and not be married.  He is not a cruel God.  That is why He tells us to wait for marriage.  


My prayer is that young men and women might then present themselves to their spouse - morally, physically and emotionally pure. What a great wedding gift that would be to give each other and how honoring this is to our Savior!  

                                                                                           -  Pat Sokoll, Solon, Iowa

please turn to page three -                                                                         

Great Commission Northwest
Dear Dad,  


If you still are having trouble corraling your son or daughter, then the following form might possibly be of help.   Rick

APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION TO DATE MY DAUGHTER

NOTE: This application will be incomplete and rejected unless accompanied by a 

complete financial statement, parole officer's report, job history, lineage, and current 

medical report from your doctor.

NAME___________________________      DATE OF BIRTH____________

HEIGHT:_______     WEIGHT:________   BOY SCOUT RANK __________

SOCIAL SECURITY#____________________       I.Q. _________

DRIVER'S  LICENSE # _________________       G.P.A.________ 

HOME ADDRESS__________________CITY/STATE___________ZIP_______

Do you have one MALE and one FEMALE parent?__________

Number of years parents married: ____________

Do you own a van?_____ A truck with oversized tires?____ A  waterbed?____

In 50 words or less, what does “LATE” mean to you? 

In 50 words or less, what does “DON'T TOUCH MY DAUGHTER” mean to you?

In 50 words or less, what does “ABSTINENCE” mean to you?

Church you attend? ______________________How often?_____________

When would be the best time to interview your father?_________________ 

 your mother___________________ and your pastor? _________________

What do you want to be if you grow up? _____________________

Answer by filling in the blank: please answer freely - all answers are confidential. 
A. If I were shot, the last place on my body I would want to be 

     wounded is  ____________.

B. If I were beaten, the last bone I would want broken is ______________.

C. A woman's place is in the _________________.

D. The one thing I hope this application does not ask me about is _________________.

E. When I first meet a girl, the thing I notice about her first is ____________________.

I SWEAR THAT ALL INFORMATION SUPPLIED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT 

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE UNDER PENALTY OF DEATH.

        

__________________________________________

         



Signature (that means sign your name)

(Thank you for your interest. Please allow four to six years for processing. You will be 

   contacted in writing if you are approved. Please do not try to call or write.)

