Great Commission Northwest

Counsel for a Newly Commissioned Officer


"The grass withers, the flower fades, When the breath of the Lord blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God, stands forever."                                                                        - Isaiah 40: 7-8
Dear Brother,  


I congratulate you on your recent appointment as a pastor.  When you asked me 

if I would write down one of the main lessons I have learned over the years, as a pastor, 

I did not hesitate. You asked that if I had to do it all over again - would I change anything?  Yes.

If I have learned anything and if I could retrace my steps, I would be much more careful to read carefully every day in God's Word - expecting Him to lead me through its pages.  I would read every day large sections of His Word and at the same time be confidently expecting Him to equip me through that day's reading.  That I would be ready for whatever trials from ministry and life, that that day might hold.  


I would not be arrogant about this - but I would quietly trust that if I read much less from Christian authors and read much more from His Word - my soul would be strengthened and equipped.


I would set my face to not be satisfied with the echoes of God - encouraging as they may be - that we hear through Christian authors and speakers.  Instead, I would determine to hear directly His voice through His Word.


When we only hear His echo, we become shrunken in soul.  When we only hear His echo, we miss the sweetest voice of all.


Demand the best.  Go to Him, and bring that day's reading into that day's many conversations and strategies and problems.


Be quiet in this trust.  Do not be anxious thinking that you need to read, digest, and process all the Christian echoes that are out there.  All we need is to believe that He is alive, that we are His sons, and that He will daily feed us and guide us into eternal, life-changing, truly impacting ministry.


From this foundation of direct conversation with our Lord - our inevitable reading of all the many Christian echoes that are available, will then be balanced.


Please don't write off this warning as just a simplistic bromide. I feel these things with all of my heart and know this is true.  

When I have personally failed to do these things, during those times I have not experienced power in my ministry.  

Read first and in quantity in God's Holy Word.  Expect to find your answers there.


May God bless you brother to give God your best effort to read from his Word - every day.  

Love ya and welcome to the team.                Keep pressing, Rick

When We Only Hear His Echo

"For the Word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart."    - Hebrews 4:12


God's Bible is the most amazing book on your shelf.  Its claims for itself are incredible.  It is, in truth, God's Word and therefore is unique among all books.  It is a one-of-a-kind.  No other printed thing can be compared -- religious or secular.


He has promised that He will reveal Himself through its pages.  If we read it, we run the risk of hearing from God.  Other books from other religions make this claim, but only one can be right, since their messages are at direct odds with each other.  

The Bible is the only true voice of God.


It is amazing that Christians would settle to hear only what others have heard from God, through His Word, and not insist on hearing themselves.  We are often content to read about the experiences of others who have met their Savior while reading the Bible, but we do not read His Word ourselves.  What a loss.  The crumbs are tasty, but the real bread is as close as our own Bible.  And yet we keep enjoying the reflected words of a fellow soul who has heard from His Savior, and yet do not bother to go to the source ourselves.


I had the privilege a few months ago of having a sincere conversation with a brand new believer who was soon leaving this country to return to his home.  I saw his excitement and I also heard his concern.  "What will I do?" he asked.


I only had one thought for him.  There was only one plan that would insure soul health, for that young man.  I asked him to promise me that he would read in God's Word, every day, for the rest of his life.  He promised.  God will bless. And God will lead him, more securely than I could ever hope to.  God is the Bishop of souls and He has chosen to do so through His Word. 


Sometimes we need to turn down and maybe even turn-off, some of the voices in our lives.  Adjust the volume of this world so that we can hear from our Savior.


But when we "quiet our souls", then His still, small voice will break through - clear and honest.


Don't miss hearing from Him and don't be satisfied with only the echo of His thoughts, shared by a fellow pilgrim.  Read and hear for yourself.  
His word is actually a living thing.  It is busy and on a mission.  It is so sharp that it can actually get our complete attention.  It can reach deep down within us and speak in a way that truly helps.  No other book can do this. Not a one!
When We Only Hear His Echo          Part 2
“Is not My word like fire?” declare the Lord, “and like a hammer which

 shatters the rock?”
                                   -Jeremiah 23:29

George Mueller was one of God’s mighty men from the last century. Through simple prayer he saw God do mighty things. He was a sincere believer and he said the 

following near the end of his life.


“I believe that the one chief reason that I have been kept in happy, useful service is that I have been a lover of Holy Scripture. It has been my habit to read the Bible through four times a year; in a prayerful spirit, to apply it to my heart, and practice what I find there. I have been for sixty-nine years a happy man.”                  - George Mueller

When it comes to Christianity and the Christian life here in America, these words seem almost childish. We may be tempted to smile at George and almost sort of pat him on his head, in our minds.

We are so much further advanced. We have Christian books, Christian radio and television, Christian concerts and retreats, Christian talk shows and counselors, Christian magazines, Christian videos and music, Christian everything!  We don’t need to be as simple and child-like as George Mueller.

Just reading the Bible and doing what God has written seems almost silly in our busy Christian world, here at the beginning of another century.

But our soul is weak. We are not as strong in spirit as we should be. We have the attention span of a child and need more and more stimulation, as believers; but even then we are not satisfied!

So we go from book to book and from concert to concert, and from one new Christian idea to another. But there is a better way. We should trust in George Mueller’s counsel. He did great things for God. He was truly happy. He lived for others and still found real life. His time on earth meant something. He not only saved his own soul-- he saved hundreds and hundreds of others. And he did so through reading the Bible and trying to obey what he read. 

He wanted to just apply what he read and practice it.  He heard from God.

George was not satisfied with the echoes. He heard direct.

Reader!  If you read the Scriptures marked at the top of this page -  God’s Word -this will do more for your soul and for all eternity and will change the outcome of your life to a greater degree,  than reading and rereading my thoughts a hundred times over, could ever do.

It is His Word that is like a hammer and a fire. No man’s word can compare.







- Rick Whitney

