Great Commission Northwest

Breathing in Mercy


“It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.”









- Romans 9:16


God’s active believer needs to have a clear understanding of the mercy in which he stands.  In which we all stand. 

This understanding needs to be a firm foundation upon which we daily serve Him.
It has to be. 

I look at God’s mercy as God’s fuel for the busy Christian.  

And I know of no clearer words on this topic than the following, written by 
Charles Spurgeon, in 1861 -

 
When you go to God, ask for Mercy, not for Justice.  

A mother went to the Emperor Napoleon to ask for mercy for her son.  

He had committed some breach of the French law.  

The emperor replied, “Madam, this is the second time the boy has offended. 
“Justice requires that he should die.”

She answered, “I did not come to ask for justice, I beg for mercy.”

He answered, “He does not deserve mercy.”

“Sire,” she said, “It would not be mercy if he deserved it.  I ask for mercy.”

When she put it that way, the emperor replied, “Well then, I will have mercy.”

Do not dream of asking for justice, for justice will be your ruin.  

But get hold of this word, “Lord, I ask for mercy.”  
And if something or someone whispers, “Why, you have been a hardened sinner.” 

Say, “Lord, it is true. But I ask for mercy.”


“But you have been a backslider.”


 Reply, “Lord, that I have, but I ask for mercy on that account.”


“But you have resisted and rejected grace.”


“Lord, that is true.  But I shall want all the more mercy because of that.”

“But there is nothing in you to argue for forgiveness.”

  Say, “Lord, I know there is not, and that is why I ask for mercy.”


This kind of resolute trust in God’s mercy will sustain and protect us day after day, down through the years.  We must fiercely hold on to this truth.  
Forgetting God’s mercy would be our undoing.

 



        


- Rick Whitney

