Great Commission Northwest

Blessing or Burden?

“Behold, children are a gift of the Lord; the fruit of the womb is a reward.”








- Psalm 127:3

Bob and Betty just got married.  They feel like they should delay having any kids, until they have had a few years to “adjust” to married life.


Dale and Donna are putting off starting a family until they can save up a decent sized, down-payment, on a house.


Jim and Jill have a family.  Five kids to be exact.  3.2 more than the national average.  They wonder how many is enough.


Do you remember that old, Doonesbury cartoon where the boy has just graduated from the state university and is not especially eager to get a job?  
His dad meets him after the graduation party with a three-foot-long, detailed bill of the total, running cost to raise him for the previous 21 years of his young life.  The father looks older and a little tired and just a little exasperated with his son.  
And the bill is for almost four hundred thousand dollars! 
The young man looks down the long list of carefully recorded expenses, then raises his eyes and asks, “Pop, will you take a check?” 
Here are a few of the many questions that are continually thrown at us parents by our crazy, mixed-up, secular world -

-“Isn’t this planet just too crazy of a place to try to raise a kid?”
-“What with overpopulation, is it really even right to have a big family?  

-“Is it right to have a family at all?”  

Newsweek recently said that 1 out of  4 couples in this country have opted to have no children.  And we see all kinds of unusual, family situations every where, nowadays.  

What does the Lord think about all of this?  

Look, I don’t really care about how many children you might choose to have as a couple.  But I care very deeply about how we as a society, and in our churches, tend to first label children as “burdens.”  As though that is all they are.  
Don’t be intimidated by the pressure of this world.  Our Savior wants us to lead this world, not to be led by it. 
“Children are a gift from the Lord.”  Don’t you forget it.

Blessing or Burden, part 2, Last but not Least

“Behold, for thus shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord. . .  Indeed, may you see your children's children.  Peace be upon you!”
- Psalm 128:4-6
God is always straightforward in answering our society’s latest thoughts and speculations, through His Word - the Bible.  
In Genesis 1:28, He tells the first couple on earth (Adam and Eve) to go ahead and have a family.  If those two defined His words “be fruitful and increase” according to our latest national average of 1.8 children per couple, they would have never become grandparents!  
The record of man’s glorious deeds here on earth, found in Genesis, would have been only about four chapters long!

What about Jim and Jill, who have five kids?  Wow, that’s a lot! 
Friends and family are joking with them about whether they have a clue as to what causes babies.  They smile, but inwardly they are wondering and just a little sheepish.  Visions of  National Enquirer headlines trouble Jill’s sleep:  
“Woman has 42 Children!”
Relax. God in His practical wisdom has worked it out, so that children are normally spread out.  
The most children I have ever heard of in one family, were found in several godly families scattered through church history.  
Dr. Annesley of England was a Puritan and a tremendous man of God.  He was called the “St. Paul of the Non-Conformists.”  He and his wife had a large number of children and “the last, the most gifted of the children and the most beautiful as well,” was Susannah, the mother of John Wesley.  

She spoke Latin, Greek, and Hebrew while still in her teens.  Susannah herself raised a brood of children, with all three of her sons becoming strong preachers of the Gospel.  And John was also the youngest, the last.

My own Dad was the youngest boy of 12 children.  Those same twelve children were the very ones the doctor said that Grandma Ruth Whitney, while a young bride, would never have, after Grandma lost her first child at birth.  
I’m glad she went ahead and had all twelve, especially that last boy. 








- Rick Whitney
