Great Commission Northwest

The Bible is Truly an Amazing, Unique Book

Bible week should move us to ponder and honor the Old Book that has changed lives, nations, and history for 3,500 years.  
The Old Testament prophet Isaiah wrote, “the grass withereth, the flower fadeth; but the Word of our God shall stand forever.”


Tradition has it, that when a British monarch is crowned, the archbishop of Canterbury takes a copy of the Bible, places it in the hands of the new king and says, “We present to you this Book, the most precious and valuable thing that this world affords. Here is wisdom; this is the Royal Law; these are the Lively Oracles of God.”

In observing its nature, the late Dr. Robert G. Lee wrote, “The Bible is the Word of God; harmonious in infinite complexity; divine in authorship; human in penmanship; infallible in authority; universal in interest; eternal in duration; regenerative in power; immeasurable in influence; the miracle Book of diversity in unity.  It is an oasis in a desert of despair!”

Chih Meng, a direct descendant of Mencius, the renowned disciple of 
Confucius, once said, “After years of study I found the Bible unique in these ways; it imparts a dynamic faith based on the highest form of love which encompasses not only one’s family or nation but all mankind; it prepares idealistic youth to face hardships and even death triumphantly; it moves and lifts the reader out of low ambitions to seeking higher values."


From the Jewish perspective the late David Ben Gurion, first prime minister of Israel, said of the Hebrew Bible, “It is the Bible that has kept us alive all these centuries and it is the Bible that holds the greatest hope for our survival in the future.”

From the Catholic view, the Latin Father and Bishop Saint Augustine professed, “A whole Bible for my staff, a whole Christ for my salvation, a whole church for my fellowship, and a whole world for my parish.”  Cardinal John Henry Newman once said, "Its light is like the body of heaven in its clearness; its vastness like the bosom of the sea; its variety like the scenes of nature.”


From the Protestant standpoint, Martin Luther once said, “I have made a covenant with God that He send me neither visions, dreams, nor angels, for I am well satisfied with the gift of Holy Scripture which gives me abundant information and instruction and all I need to know both for this world and the world to come.”


The Bible was written over a period of 1,500 years by about 40 different human penman.  They wrote under all conditions and came from every walk of life.  The Book contains law, history, poetry, parables, prose, sermons, letters and prophecy.  
It touches upon every aspect of life.  It was originally written in three languages – Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek.  The first printed Bible was produced by Johann Guttenberg at Mainz, Germany, between 1450-56.  
It was his first product from movable type.


Congress bought a perfect copy for $300,000 for the Library of Congress.  The first Bible printed in America was a translation by John Eliot into the language of Native Americans in Massachusetts in 1663.  The first English Bible printed in America was by Robert Aitken in Philadelphia, in 1782.


According to the American Bible Society, the average annual circulation is over 70 million copies worldwide.  The Bible is now put into 1,350 languages.  The French Academy lists 2,800 language groups and dialects that are known in the world.


In the world of book selling, nothing sells better than the Bible.  It beats biographies, diets, money, sex, politics and fad books.  It is the best seller according to the American Booksellers Association.  A typical year was 1975 when the best seller “soft-cover” book was Jaws, 8.5 million were sold.  In retail outlets at the same time as many as 15 million copies of the Bible were sold.  
But upon that, 25 million copies were distributed by Bible societies and organizations that contract with publishers for special editions.


The influence and unique power of the Bible has touched people of all kinds.  

Abe Lincoln said, “No man is truly educated until he knows the Bible.”  Johann von Goethe, poet and dramatist observed, “I read all kinds of books, but the Bible stands alone because it reads me.”


Horace Greeley, a journalist, once said, “It is impossible to enslave a Bible-reading people.” And the renowned Mark Twain admitted, “Most people are bothered by the passages of Scripture which they cannot understand, but for me, I am troubled by the passages that I do understand.”


After years of excavation in Palestine, Dr. Nelson Glueck, archaeologist, rabbi and president of the Hebrew Union College, said, “It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a biblical reference.  Scores of archaeological findings have been made which confirm in clear outline or in exact detail historical statements of the Bible.”


The Bible has withstood the assaults of skeptics, agnostics and atheists.  It has never bowed its head before the discoveries of science.  Attempts to destroy it have been many.  Karl Marx and his Communist dupes tried and are now gone.  China is trying to destroy it now!  I pray that America will not join the list.


I concur with John Clifford, a churchman of the past who wrote, “The Word of God is indestructible.  Buried 1,000 times beneath the accumulated heaps of hostile criticism, it rises again to newness of life.  The continuity of the Bible as a spiritual and ethical force in the life of the world is one of the outstanding marvels of history.  It has survived the malignity and the extinction of it enemies.  In the face of its opponents it has conquered.”


So, “Hammer away, ye hostile hands, Your hammers break – God’s anvil stands!” 
“The word of the Lord endureth forever.” 

- by Dr. Edward Burgess

                          author, theologian, and columnist for

                             The Phoenix Tribune.
