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Dear Parents,


George Barna is a Christian researcher and statistician.  He and his office staff have been involved for over ten years in studying the health of American Christianity.  

They have interviewed and visited hundreds and thousands of churches and talked to tens of thousands of evangelical workers, pastors, worship leaders, Sunday School teachers, parents, youth workers, etc.

Recently I read some interesting conclusions they have recently published on exactly what Christian parents want in terms of the character development of our kids.  

These summaries are based again on interviewing hundreds of evangelical churches and thousands of parents.  

I was encouraged that these parents want the same things that you and I want.  

This list matches up well with my handouts on “The Measure of a Child” and “The Measure of a Teen.” 

While, some of these character traits seem a little humorous, because they are so obvious, I will still list them.  

This is what they found that parents want:

Desirable Outcomes


worship only God


be committed to Jesus


speak without profanity

avoid gossip


honor the Sabbath


celebrate and enjoy life


honor your parents 


love other people


avoid murdering people

show kindness to all


exhibit sexual purity


be generous with resources


honor people’s possessions

pray constantly


be truthful and honest


be self-controlled


be humble



be gentle


promote justice


refuse to be judgmental


forgive people



trust God, don’t worry


be a peacemaker


remain obedient to God

All of these character traits and outcomes are found in just three passages of Scripture.  The Ten Commandments from Exodus 20, The Sermon on the Mount from Matthew 5-7, and The Fruits of the Spirit from Galatians 5.  

George Barna’s research went on to find out that Christian parents in thousands of churches are all using a lot of the same stories from the Bible and the same sections of Scripture to teach the same lessons to our youth, every year, across this country.

These are the major Bible stories that they found parents teaching in Sunday School classes and youth group meetings:

Widely taught Bible story



Place in the Bible
Creation





Genesis 1-2

Adam and Eve





Genesis 2–5

Noah and the flood




Genesis 6-11

Joseph and his family




Genesis 37-50

Moses and the plagues



Exodus 5-11

Moses parts the Red Sea



Exodus 13-15

Moses and the Ten Commandments


Exodus 19-24

Joshua enters the Promised Land


Joshua 1-12

Saul becomes Israel’s first king


1 Samuel 8-12

David slays Goliath




1 Samuel 17

David and Bathsheba




2 Samuel 11-12

Solomon asks God for wisdom


2 Chronicles 1

Esther saves the Jews




Esther 5-8

Job’s faith is tested




Job 1-2

Daniel interprets the king’s dream


Daniel 2

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego


Daniel 3


survive the furnace

Daniel survives the lion’s den



Daniel 6

Jonah is swallowed by the whale


Jonah 1-2

The virgin birth of Jesus Christ


Matthew 1-2

Satan tempts Jesus




Matthew 4

The Sermon on the Mount



Matthew 5-7

Jesus multiplies the fish and loaves of bread

Matthew 14

The Last Supper




Matthew 26

Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion



Matthew 26-27

Jesus’ resurrection




Matthew 28

The Great Commission



Matthew 28

Jesus turns water into wine



John 2

The Holy Spirit arrives



Acts 2

Paul is converted to Christianity


Acts 9-10

Christians are given spiritual gifts


1 Corinthians 12

The nature of love




1 Corinthians 13

Faith without works is dead



James 2

