Great Commission Northwest


“The following is a transcript of a portion of a message we gave at the Iowa Couples Conference a few months ago. The audience were all parents.  Duane Laugerman, after hearing our message and sitting down with the tape, typed it up.  Thanks, brother.”   

Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love Me?”

“Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know I love you.”

“Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said.
- John 21:16  NLT

Jesus gave Peter very clear direction.  Our Lord said, and I am paraphrasing, “I want you to get engaged here, Peter.  I want you to get involved with other people.  Build the Kingdom, Peter.  Build the church.  Take care of My sheep!”  

Then the Lord challenged him again, “Do you love Me?  I don’t want to hear just about what you feel, Peter, but are you willing to do this toward My lambs? And get involved here? 

 This is what I want from you.” 

There are two immediate, possible applications, for all of us, as fathers.

The first is that we need to love those sheep, those kids, that live in our own home.  

We surely need to take care of them first.  Feed them first.

But I want to focus in on a second, more primary application.  And zero in on something.

The following application is probably more important to me than anything else, when I think about raising my sons and daughters.  

If I am going to succeed as a father, I need to help my teens to “personally own” 

this Scripture, and show it by getting involved in the lives of others.  

It must get to the place where I have truly given them a heart and a desire to love others.  As Jesus directs here.  If our teens would take the place of Peter, then they must answer not only, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you,” but they must also take His instructions to heart and feed His sheep.

Our Lord answers Peter’s declaration of love with the simple thought that if you really do love Me, then you will get involved in taking care of others.  

We must succeed in giving this same heart and life perspective - to our kids.  
When my kids are teens I insist on obedience at all times, and at times it can get kinda messy, even ugly.  As a family we also have a ton of affection and a ton of fun - together.  But I am looking for something that goes beyond obedience and beyond fun.  

That gets outside of the Whitney household.

God forbid that in this association of churches we would try to save our kids, at the expense of the world around us.  If we dare believe that we can save our kids, without a concern 

for our society, our world, and our Lord’s gospel - we will not only continue to see our society crumble - but we will also lose our kids.  I believe this with all my heart.

We must give our kids this gospel vision of being involved in, speaking to, and sharing with - all of God’s people.  And helping those sheep that are lost.  Truly lost.

We must help our children to correctly answer His question ...”Do you love Me?”   

If their answer doesn’t involve the Great Commission and His mission and purpose and His outward focus, then it is inherently selfish.  We must help our teens get beyond this common,  selfish, American orientation to their faith, which we seem to see throughout Christian society.  And be able to turn outwards.    

What I find on the cover of almost every Christian book on parenting, is usually something like this:
“Save your kids! Read this book! …and forget the world.”
That last phrase is often the hidden, unspoken subtitle.  
There is this great and glaring omission in all of the parenting books I have had given to me.  Not a word is written about being in this world to drag ones to Christ in obedience to our Lord’s Great Commission.  
The greatest commandment is to love the Lord your God... and to love your neighbor as yourself.  And you only have two different kinds of neighbors.  One saved and the other lost.  Then Jesus said that all the Law, all the Bible studies, all the church-going, all the youth group 

meetings, all the personal character development that we might engage in - hinges on obeying this one supreme commandment.  

Jesus’ summation of the Law involves our vertical relationship towards God and also a horizontal relationship towards people.  We have to truly engage with people to be obedient to this greatest of all commandments. 

Can we personally answer our Lord’s question, “Do you love Me?”  with the correct response of reaching out to others, both in and out of the church? 

If we, as an association of churches, had not sought to appreciate and sought to obey the second part of His commandment - about loving our neighbors and reaching out with the gospel and trying to help our brother in Christ - then I believe that today we would have probably become one of the most miserable bunch of weak believers around.  Probably we would still exist as a group of churches, but we would most likely have become proud.  

But thank the Lord that He was gracious and gave us protection through obeying this teaching. We had God-given, God-revealed answers and they guarded us.  I believe we easily could have become stagnant without those answers.  We must give this same spiritual protection, this same outward orientation to our teens - if we really hope to save them.

God forbid that we raise our kids and the glory be brought to us, to our own churches, to our own families - at the expense of those around us who are perishing.  We must give our teens some kind of purpose that is directed outward – toward the lost.  

If we don’t, our Christianity is going to ring hollow.  And it will look and feel and smell especially hollow to our own sons and daughters.  

If we don’t engage our teens to live for a cause that involves the gospel and the lost and all the mess that goes with it - if we don’t enlist them with us in this holy struggle – then they will get to a point in their life where they stop and say, “Why am I doing all of this?  Mom and Dad, you continually say you love me and that we all love each other, but why are we here?  What is the purpose for all  this Christian activity?” 

The only way I can answer these questions, as a father, is to say and show by our family’s choices, that, “It is all for the lost.  Your testimony, son, is to the lost.  Your opportunities in life are for the lost.  That is why God left us here, boy.  That is why you walk through the halls of your High School, girl.  

You can either be salt in that High School or you can sleepwalk through it.  Hide out.  
You can be one kind of Christian on Sunday morning and be another kind the rest of the week, or you can be consistent.  But you will have to decide, daughter, for one path or the other.” 
John Meyer recently reminded us at a teen conference that it really is not a question of just character development.   It is really a question of loyalty. Who are we loyal to?  If we are loyal to our Savior and His mission and His words on our life, then the character development flows from this fundamental orientation.  This basic recognition of just who is our Captain and what are His orders on our life. 

We must be engaged in this mission, parent.  And our children must join us in this same mission.  The mission that God gave, “to be salt and light.”  

Tell your sons and daughters that this the key.  This is critical.  This has been my one conversation that has outweighed all others, when my kids were in High School.   

They are princes among thieves and they need to act accordingly.  Graciously they need to be always thinking about snatching those that are perishing – their friends that are lost.  

They must be praying for souls and on the hunt for lives.

You have to coach your kids on how to do this.  On how to share their faith.  

They need to be in prayer.  They need a prayer list.  

Then they need to think and plan on how to initiate conversation, and try to win those same classmates to Christ.  Our sons need to think about just what is winsome and what is not.  And we need to be coaching them at this point.  

Have I taught my teens the simple things of how to win someone’s friendship?   

How to effectively give someone a Do You Know for Certain gospel tract?  How to set up a follow-up conversation?  When not to initiate?  When to talk about our faith and what spiritual areas not to talk about, while in a group or on a bus or with the team in the locker room?  How to ask the right questions?  How to transition?  How to be sensitive to opportunities?  Those same opportunities that always come, when we have been praying.

Can our teens correctly answer His question – “Do you love Me?”  If they can’t answer the question with the gospel, and if they are not putting feet under their words - while in High School - there will come a day when we will grieve because our kids will ‘chuck it all.’  They will finally come to realize that it was all inherently selfish, without an outward focus.

Give this outward mission to your kids, while you still have a chance.  Get your teenage son and daughter involved in feeding sheep, saved sheep or lost.   

It truly matters, parent. 







 - Rick Whitney, March 2002
