Great Commission Northwest

A Dad’s All Important Role.


(The following is a transcription of a message delivered at a conference, just a few months ago by a father.  The conference was held  in Des Moines, Iowa. The speaker is Norm Wakefied.”

I was talking with my wife right after she had just been on the phone with another mother.  A lady we have been counseling.  Her and her husband have been going through a devastating time.  Their oldest child is in the midst of a terrible divorce. The daughter is now home with them, separated from her husband.  Their marriage had hardly lasted a year.  You could see it coming.  

The mother said that she could see it coming by the time her daughter was three.  

The mother made this comment to her girl, “I have watched you all these years and you have not respected and submitted to your dad.”  

The daughter responded, “Mom, you were always the one giving me the law and giving out the standards... Dad never seemed to have those standards.”  

And then the dad spoke up and said to his daughter, “I did have those same standards, it was just that your mom ... spoke them.”  

Dad had the standards, but didn’t speak them.  I wonder why?  

Was it because the mom was a better communicator? So he thought, “I’ll just pull back a little and let my wife speak for us.”  

So how do the children take it?  When Mom does most of the speaking?  

Listen, children know inherently ... inside... God has written in their hearts that the Word of God is to come to their family through the fathers.  

The standards are to come through the dad and be told by the dad.  And when dads do that, the children will receive it and respect the man.  And other future men in their lives.  

But if it only comes through the woman, they will eventually disrespect the woman, and disrespect the father.  

Because they will see the mother not submitting to the father.  She is the one leading.  And the next thing you will see is the daughter or the son rejecting authority because the father has not patterned things correctly. He is not leading. 

Why is the father not leading?  The reason this father was not leading is because his leadership came under attack.  And he compared himself to his wife and he thought he had to be a gifted speaker to communicate God’s Word.  And even though he knew God’s Word, he did not communicate it.  

There was also a lot the father didn’t know.  And he didn’t bother to find out.  He just figured if he raised his kids in church, and home-schooled his children, they would all turn out okay.  

LIE.  That is not the truth.  The key is fathers being the leader.  

 -Norm Wakefied, speaking at a conference in Des Moines - 2002
